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CC looks to do well despite losses

BY RICHARD SI100K
STAYY WINTER

Has Rick Coratti been taking
secrot clnsses nt the Sparky
Anderson School of king?

S —
H__BASKETBALL

game ‘crf‘!.ho state high school

“We're young,” Coratti enid of
his Detroit Catholic Central bas-
ketball team, “but we're not.”

How's that?

“Wo'vo got o lot of new play-
ers,” Coratti snid, “but a lot of
them are seniors. And some of
them got time in games during
different situntions lost season
on a pretty good team,”

So the eighth-year coach of the
Shamrocks is saying we should
find something bettor to cry
about than the plight of his bas-
ketball team.

CC lost four starters and five
koy players from a 17-4 team
that had the misfortune of meet-
ing Detroit Redford in the first

Falcons /..

Gono are first lann;, all-arca

selection Ryan Celeakey (School-

craft College), second-team all-
arca choice Mark Willoughby
and third-team pick Anthony
Coratti. '

Coratti had a deep bench and
soveral of thoso ployors return to
help forwards Tom Jokacki (8-3)
and Ryan Clark (6-2).

“Clark was a stendy rebounder
for us, and Jakacki is a third-
year starter and was the quar.
terback on our football team,”
Caratti said. *I expect him to bo
our top scorer.”

The Shamrocks have a couple
of other returning seniors,

“Joff Niemice (6-3) and Steve
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Wasi! (6-2) nro coming off good
summera,” Coratti said. “Both of
them can really shoot the batl.”

In addition, the Shemrocka
fonture prominent size for the
first timo since Chris Young took
his 6-foot-9 frame up the road to
the University of Michigan.

Coratti saya he'll go easy on 8-
foot.® sophomore Dan Water-
stradt. But if the youngster can
carry the mail, his coach will put
more lotters in his pouch.

The coach snys 6-foot-2 guard
Jim Cash is another sophomore
with o bankable outside shot.

Then there's Ryan Wrobleski
(8-0), who caught the winning
pasa in CC'a state football cham.
pionship win.

“Wrobleski is coming off o good
football season, and I'm looking
for him to be our floor leader,”
Coratti snid. “Waterstradt is tall
but he's slender, We'll break him
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WESTLAND JOHN GLENN
Head coach: Joof Lioyd, $6cond $0A3ON.
League : WLAA (Lakes Division).
Last yaac's rocord: 5-15.

Notable losses to gradustion: Brent Bogle,
Mike Franks.

Laading (sturmees: Jeif Brantley (59, St.
6); Anthony Marrell {6:0, St. G); Dwignt
Gonkhesd (11, Sr, G1; Damell Smith (6:2, Jt.
FJ; ikl Tiiker (511, S,

Promiaing newcomers:

Loagiue affiation: WLAA (Lakes Division)
Last yoar's recort: 7-14. N
Natable losses 10 gradustion: Pote Piito;
Bob Zapalsk); Jatemy Segal. .
Laading retumees: Mott Bartnick (8-925r.

in easy and sec how it goes.
“Cash is o pretty good shooter,
and wo'ro leoking to use him in
some different situations.”
Junior guard Jared Henderson
(6-1) could also play n prominent

G); Uinden hveznj (G4, St. F); Chns Sovenson
(8-2. ¢, F); Nick Entendt {8-5, Sr. F/CI: Bran
don Chitwood {6-5. Jr. F).

newcomecs: M
10, Jr. G): John Rehberg (64, I,

role. .
+ Damels Wiison (65,
How well CC does in the  [oitrc oy (60, Soph. Gl

Catholic League will depend on  yewett Smith (62, Fr. G).
how well and how quickly every Lioyd's 20012002 outlook: *We §70uid be
team comes together. much Impiovad. ¥We have very strong guard
H play 10 2o 810ng wih two $0iki post Dlayers. |
e T Cathalic L e fes! confcent st w can compate
bt v strongly within our league.®
Coratti said. “Most of the teams LIVONIA FRANKUN
were senior teams last year. It's Head cosch: John Sont, second
hard to tell who's going to m‘":“"‘“‘“;'-:f (westom).
emerge. Notable loeses 1o gradustion: Joe Ruggiero
“We have a8 good a chance as  (al-Ares first team, now et Wayne Stata);
anyone. Warren DeLaSalle and
Harper Woods Notre Damo have

Mine Copeland; Chis Patterson; tan Reed.
retumeea: Mikg Potts (81, Sr. £, (83, Sr. G/F); Josh Sitvernall (6-2, J1°G);
seniors. And when you've got
seniors, it's pretty nice.”

Capt.s; Matt Austin (83, 5¢. F, Capt.); Ched  Glenn Gamant (6. Jr. G/F); Pote Shaw (64,
Reed (510, Sr. G): Brian Laskowshd (63, St.  Jr. ) Andrew Shaw (B4, Jr. G Kart Isstolo
The Shamrocks have seniors.

They’re just relatively inexperi-

F): Tyrona Matthaws (84, St. €). (69, S1. G/F.
Promi : Promising
cnced seniors, for the most part.

Crosby (6.0, Jr. G); Mike Alls (G0, S13GY.
Scett Brocie (6-3, 51. F). e
Dyer's 2001-2002 outlook: “ln gearal.

should be mare competilive. Wi
npeove on our 7-14 from last yourt
UVONIA CLARENCEVILLE
Head coach: Kevin Murphy, second 30050
League sffiiation: Mero Conference. -
Last yoar's record: B13, .
Notabls losses to Paduation: Scott Wion:
Shone Lakner.
taading retumess: Tim Shaw {G-2, St, ¥1
Steve Meadows (60, S1. GI; Adom Cacpenter

sing nawcomers: Hassan Amad (60, newcomars: Aaron Allison (530,
Sr. G, transfer from Westland John Glenny:  Je. Fi: Justin Lonman (1. Jr. Fi: Mahkario
Cory Bakd (510, It. G, Capt]; Nick Warrs (5 Dobos (59, . G, tranater from Detict, nlg
7. It G); Eddws Jankowsl (58, Jr. G); Derek  ble second semester); David Stockman |5 10.
Opett (69, Jr. G/F); Chris Austin (64, Jr. )i Sr. G); Eddie Fiolas 1511, Sr. F, recovenng
Brlan Graham {87, Jr. £); Adam Seguin |30,  trom knee injury). -
Jt. G); Rob Hottman (520, Jr. Q). Murphy's 2001:2002 outlock: “We'l N
Santl's 2003,2002 ovtiook: *We 84 more  athietic, physkal mnd agiresshve, We'll piesa” .

‘s
wihietic than wo were Last yesr, We're deeper  Uvea fourths of the game and do 4 kot of fuo

Kosinski and Nogy are the
only sure starters. Nelson is a 8-
foot guard who will challenge
others for playing time.

Two of the top players moving
up from the JV are junior guards
JefT McCullough (8-1) and Bran-
don Tucker (6-0).

“Jeff has a lot of skills and a
good understanding of the
gnme," Korpusik said. “For the
first time, he'll play the most
natural position for him.

“As a freshman, we had no
choice but to play him at point
guard. Having Ryan as more of a
natural point, Jefl is more of 8
two guard. The position suits his
ability more.”

Tucker has shown improve-
ment .on and off the court,

becoming a botter student and
player, according to his coach.

“To this point, he has really
turned it around,” Korpusik said.
“He has dono everything he can
to get himself to where he can
play for us. He should be awfully
proud of himself.”

Three seniors are new to the
team - 5-9 guard Ryan Chat-
man, who i8 new to organized
ball; 6-0 guard Vincot Hingwe,
who moved to the U.S. from
India last summer; and 6-1 for-
ward Chad Moore.

Moving up from the JV are
juniors Matt Cave, 6-3 post;
Andy Brown, 5-10 post; Dru
Frechotte, 5-9 guard; and Jerry
Shinkonis, 6-3 post.

Ko.pusik said he would have a

botter idea who would be in the
starting lincup after a scrim-
mago Saturday.

“Right now it doesn't matter
who starts,” ho said. “From game
to game, we'll find the best com-
bination and go with them.”

Lack of size and experience are
challengea the Falcons have to
address, as well as the transition
to a new conch, Korpusik said.

“The way I run practices and
manage offensive and defensive
situations is different from the
way Denny used to do it," he
said. “I have to go with what I'm
comfortable with, eo the kids are
adjusting to a different style of

play.
“Another challenge is the
schedule. Seven of our first nine
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s Connelly . oosba

* Gandy Lﬁ';_';,‘_‘,;”,,"y’,, Bubble Hockey

» Wolverine Air Hockey §
Electronic Dart Boards

37730 Van Dyke, Sterling Helghts, North of 16 Mile Road  OPEN 7
810-268-3800

6 Months Same As Cash
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Hen Wallnco

DECEMBER HOOPS AT THE PALACE

WHERE ELSE CAN YOU GET ALL THIS FOR RS LITTLE AS 5107

700 PM

V5,

3 EEB'I'_TI.E SUPERSONIES -

Decamber® | V5,

. HOUSTON ROCHETS

8:00 PM

b, Decembar 13 | V5

. NEW YORK KNICKS

Ti00 FM
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Thu, December 27
780 PM

vs. NEW JERSEY NETS
Javon. Van Neorw aad the
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vs. MIAMI HERT
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ping. We'll 1ok to (Tim) Shew and Mcogows
and Carentet for a lot of leadership and scor
Ing. Wo'll need some real consistent piay out
of Pete and Andrew Shaw. As # guarterbach
€900 810 Of what needs to
3 you everything he can end

that's going to reptaca Joo {Ruggl

games are on the road, We're not I
£0Ing 10 bo more balonced than last yesr.”
UVoI L

home until Jan. 8"

Korpusik, who teaches history
at Farmington High, likes what
he has seen from his players in
presenson workouts. .

“We haven't had a bad practice
yet,” ho said. “I think our team is
very spirited and has a lot of
willingness to learn. I like the
current attitude,

“For the team as n wholoe, 1

*
Hesd coach: Bl Dyer. second scason,
fourth oversll,

' Take Delivery of your New'
" Harley-Davidson/Buell -

by Dec. 31, 2001 and
want us to improve our individu-
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. TICKETS ON SALE NOW:
FOR THE 37TH ANNUAL

i
COLLEGE HOCKEY
AT"THE JOE"

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 29 :
Third Place Game @ 4:08 PM :
Championship Game @ 7:30 PM

FRIDAY, DECEMSBER 28
Noith Dakota vs. Michigan @ 4:00 FM
Michigan Stats vs. Michigan Tech @ 7:30 PM

Team USA
VS,
Team Canada

January 6 » 1 PM

JpoLouts Syems

Tickets are §28, §20, §)8, $13,
an oTRElGESETer

visa

Skato to
Sait Lake Tour

S8 and are avallable at the Joe Louls Arena box oftice,
. In Troy (with no service
on to www. Y com, or charge by phone.

248-645-6666

Great group rates are avallable by calling 312-298-7911

wy

Enter to win Detrblt Red Wings Tickets

Check Today's Classifieds Section
to See How You Can Enter to Win!
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