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Christmas Around The
‘House features drama,

- “spoken word, storytelling

. and music by Delta 88
(pictured), Katie Geddes,

" Trip the Light Fantastic
and more, 8 p.m. Satur-
day, Dec. 8, 3 p.m. Sun-

" day, Dec. 9, Trinity House

. Theatre, Livonia. Tickets

: $8-$10, call (734) 464-
6302,

Tis the season for hol- g
iday performances,
including a broad-
cast-style reading of
It’s a Wonderful Life,
2 p.m. Saturday-Sun-
day, Dec. 8-9 at Sec-
ond City Theatre,
Detroit. Tickets $8-
7| 812, call (248) 645-
6666.

BY LAURIE HUMPIREY
BPECIAL WRITER

n the tail end of & 8-weck
@mn, Heather Poppof has cele-

brated several firats in her
rolo a8 Stuart Little in the Paper
Bag Productions performance.

Poppof, of Canton Township,
Jends cast members in a 80-minute
production about a mousa taken in
by & humnn family. Weekly porfor-
mances began Sunday, Nov. 4.

This is her first run as lead per-
former. Perhaps more memorable,
however, is the fact that Poppof’s
debut colncided with her 10th
birthday.

“Her whole family was in the
audience,” said Christine Poppof,
Heather's mom.

Despite 21 sots of familiar cyes,
the younger Pappof insiats she was
not nervous when she took the
stoge that first Sunday last month.
She focuses on the character rather
than the faces in the audience.

“She told mo ‘I'm not up there to
impress the pcnple I'm up there to
play the character,’ ” said Chriatine,
who admita her daughter has more
self-confidence than most glrls her
age.

Poppnf‘s performing career began
at age 2 in the form of dance. She
started with tap and ballet, but has
since added to her repertoire.

“I aleo do Cecchetti (an advanced
form of ballet) jozz and Pointe (3
form of ballet where they spend
most of their time on the toes of the
ballet slippers),” she said.

Aside from her dance schedule
and acting, she plays on the Canton
Select soceer tenm, oversces school
activitics as Bentley Elementary's
school president, and sings in her
chureh choir. In addition, she main-
tains a high academic standard.

“I know homework comes first,”

‘gm art wae sbar

Heather Poppof

she responded when asked how she
keeps her grades up.

Standing a mere 4-foot, 1-inch
(the fitth grader is much.smaller
than the rest of the Sunday per-
formers), it is important to note
that Saturday performances of Stu-
art Little involve a different cast.
Yot she insists ghe is not intimidat-
cd by her taller and older cast -
mates,

“They have been nice to me, she
said.

‘When asked what has bcen the
most challenging part of this per-
formance, she did not say remem-
bering 86 pages worth of lines or
singing eight of the nine songs in

_ the show. Instead, she pointed to
the props.

“Remembering which ones to
bring out at the right time,” she
answered.

Considering Poppof’s young age,
it is not unreasonablo that she doea
not yet know where she will attend
college, but she is certain about a
career path, She wanta to sing and
dance. She is alrendy working on
her next role.

*“I was asked to play the Grinch
. ‘

Singing and dancing: All dressed up as Stuart Little, Can-
ton Townehzf s Heather Pt}s:poftuok the title role at the

Theatre Guild of Livonia

edford last montk for her most

challenging performance yet. Just 10 years old, she’s off to

a promising start in theater.

in The Grinch Who Stole
Christmas,” she said. “We started
practicing {two) weeks ago.”

Stuart Little is in final perfor-
mances at the Theatre Guild of
Livonia-Redford, 16138 Beech Daly,
across the street from Redford

Township Hall. Admission is $8.50,
but includes a paper bag lunch
served by the performers. Show-
times are I p.m. Saturday, Dec. 8
and 2 p.m, Sunday, Dce. 9. Lunch
begins onc hour prior to show time
on both daya. Call (810} 344-7774
for more information or to make

rescrvations.
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Every $35.00 merchandise purchase b
earns a free ornament of your
choice from the selection
above, Additional free
ornaments may be carned
with each $35 spent.

Sale merchandise Included.

while quantities s Ormaments may
iy A S may be withdrawn at any tme.

HOLIDAY COLLECTION
The finest quality Christmas and Holiday
Ornaments from all over the world!
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Olde World Canterbury Village

2369 Joslyn Court
Lake Orion, Michigan 48360

(248) 391-5700

Open 361 Days a Year *

*Cuoned Cheistmas, New Years, Easier and Thankegiving Day

N

oy ,-11

Artificial

| TREES

Wreaths & Garland
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ng s Court Castle Restaurani

King’s Court Castle Restaurant is located at historlc Olde World Canterbury Vlllagc in
beautiful Lake Orion with 18 shops and a unique family atmosphere. The Castle Restaurant is ideally
, suited for all social eccasions! Complete banguet facilities are available.

For more information, call

248-391-5780

OldeWorld %) A Take I-75,
Canterbury Village / N & to Exit #83,
WALDON®D. | s Nerth,
g < fLocated just
E %[} 3 miles north
<} = of Great
§ THE Lakes
L7 FALACE Crossing on
FXIT A3 NORTAU Joslyn road.
www.canterburyvillage.com

‘www.aldridgesalwayschristmas.com
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