The Observer & Eccentric/ THURSDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2001

(F)B3

Amer1can Mars spaces out with release of new CD,

American
Mars first
caught my cyes
-and cara-as |
ran into Toron-
to's Camoron
House only to
catch the final
moments of the
band’s sct at the

STEPHANIE 2000 North By

Northenst Music

Showease. Gnsp-
it and out of breath, I atood in
disbelicf 08 the band walked off
stige.

Smco the day I first heard that
last note, I'd been waiting for
snmothmg tangible, music I
could take with me. This month,
{lie wait is over. American Mars
unveils No City Fun, Friday,
Dec. 15, with a porty at the
Magic Stick in Dotroit,

The story of American Mura
began in 1985 with singer-song-
writer Thomaa Trimble, a Dear-
born resident with n penchant
for writing picturesque lyﬂcn
and conjuring bewitching
sounds, Two years later, the
band relensed its debut, Late,
produced by David Feeny at his
(:’wn Tempermill Studio in Fern.

ale.

Feeny didn't know then that
he'd become n member of Ameri-
can Mars two yeara later.

Trimble and the original line
up toured following the release
of Late, nfter which, he said, “all
hell broke loose.” Band membera
began leaving but Trimble never

quit writing. He wasn’ 't ready to -

give up.

In 1999, the band was invited
to perform at North By North-
east mumc showease, 8o Trimble
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Michigan’s Favorite
Hotiday Classic!
NOV 23-DEC 23

Celebrate the 19th year of holiday
magic with Ebenezer Scrooge,
Tiny Tim, and the spirlts of
Chrlstmas Past, Present and
Futuret Meadow Brook Theatre's
grand production will theit young
and old alike, and darzle atl with
‘Dlluant lights, colorfid costumes,
singing caroters and hotiday cheert
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had to break the news: “There is

no American Mars, but I'd love

to come play.” He solidified a

shiny new line up — including

Feeny on pedal stecl guitar for

gw l?r“ time - and headed
ort

Composing some strange brew
of americana-space-rock, Ameri-
can Mars was reborn, Sparse
drums and pedal steel guiter
rounded out the new sound.
Soon, Trimble and Feeny started
workmg on material and record-
l‘l:lll what would become No Crty

un.

They brought in friends like
Karla Richardson, a former
American Mars bandmember,
drummer of The Volebents Scott
Michalski, Patrick Pantone and

Jim Johnson of the Come-Ons,
and drummer Miko Popovich
and bassist Garth Girard - who
tour with American Mars.

For Trimble, the record repre-
sents two distinct time periods.
“The firat batch I wrote pretty
much after American Mars
broke up,” he said. “I was disap-
pointed that it fell apurt,” he
snid.

The ncwer songs posscss more
of o pop cdge, toned-down and
melancholic. Gems like Loneli-
ness Is Murder nnd If Monday
Were Mine come from a collnbo-
ration with Feeny. *I was writ-
ing words for a group again,”
said Trimble.

American Mars songs deal

Just
for

YOU

Oakland Community College presents

The ClassicCS
(Nine plece band with vocals)
The Classics will bring yesterday’s music
to you today In thelr own unique way. Be
prepared for an evening of nostalgla
with music from the 50's and 60's.

Genern! Admission *$10.00
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:00 p.m., Fridoy
December 7th, 2001
0OCC, Highland
Lakes Campus
7350 Cooley Rd.
Waterford, M1

— Ample Parking —
For more Information call

with real experiences, real life.
The words ring true of family, of
loss and loneliness,

The band's style isn't easily

complemented by other aren”

bands. “There is no cohesive
scene,” noted Feeny.

Still American Mars has gar-
nered support from radio sta-
tions like WDET and CJAM.
“We tenmnly have our guardinn
angels,” Trimble said.

He's not sure what's kept him
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TEMPTATION REVIEW
featuring DENNIS EDWARDS

“The Way You do The Things You Do” - “My Girl” - “Cloud Nine”

" THE COASTERS
feuiurmg CARL GARDNER

“harlie Brown" - “Yokety Yok” - “Paison lvy”

THE CONTOURS

“Do You Love Me {Now That | Can Dance)?” - “Shake Sherry”

‘No City Fun’

going. “I believe 1 was seduced
by the sounds of rock ‘n roll,”
gaid Trimble with a sly smile. it
has led me down a foolish path.”

Join American Mars with
openers Judah Johnson, 9 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 15, Magic Stick,
Detroit. Tickets 87 for this 18
and older show. Call (313) 833-
9700. For more information, sce
the Web site af www.american-
mara.com

S.A. Casola writes about popu-
lar music for O& E Newspapers.
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“Eye-popping
grandcor,
dazshing special
cffects and
sumpruouy
produciion
values.”

Jesa Caghes
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Sart @ new holiday tradition as:
Bedford Falls comes alive on stage
at. the Jecond, Gty Y- Fheatre!

wupannfl 1940's natwork radia studio audience & walch “theatre of the mind”
23 actors and Tive sound efiscts blend to make this holiday classic come alive.
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