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Spruce up your holiday with visit to tr

GARDEN
SPOT

You might
say “Eeny,
meeny,
mincy, mo”
when you
visit a
choosc-and-
cut Christ-
mas tree
farm  this
year, What-
ever kind of
tree you take

MARTY FIGLEY  be perfect for
you. It never
fails - each
year wo say, *This one is prettier
than last year!”

home, it will '

The selection is mind-boggling
at the Candy Cano CHRISTmas
Tree Farm in Oxford. Treea are
available in many shades of
green, from yellow-green to a
rich, dark green.

Some have blue-green nocdles
with silver, soft gray to white on
the underside. Some trees have
soft, long necedles; others have

short ones, sometimes soft, other .

times prickly.

Size, species and quality are
all taken into account when the
trees are priced, according to
Cathy Genovese of the tree farm.

“Prices are marked on colored
tags so that customers can rendi-
Iy find a trec in their prico

range,” she said.’

“The trees with blue and pink
tags aren't for sale because
they're in o Michigan State Uni-
vorsity study ns to coning,
growth rates and soil sampling.
The trees are monitored every
day for pests, weeds and correct
moisture and to check their gen-
eral health,

“We buy 4-year-old trecs from
transplant nurseries and get
genetically superior plants. Thoy
are planted at the farm in April
and May, then from mid-June to
early October they are pruned
and togged.

“Ench tree is hand-pruned
with different pruning tools so
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With Your Choice Of Microwave*.

*Minimum purchase of 10 kitchen or
bath cabinets to quall?.
Offer ends November 30, 2001.
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Farmington Hills, MI 48336
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. that they have n natural look,

Aftor the troos arae cut, the
trunks are again cut at ground
level and a largo drill makes a
hole down tho center to spoed
decomposition to make room for
new trees”

The soil in Oxford in sandy, so
it drains well, Although somo
farms exporienced tree loss duo
to the wet spring that delayed
planting schedules, followed by
the hot, dry summer, w. will
affect tree supplios in aubse-

and-cut farm to inatall in-ground
irrigation. Four-inch pipe liners
from a woll 4 feet underground
provide the wntor, and each row
has line emitters set 3 feet apart
80 tho water goes directly on the
plants. Fertilizer is applied
through the water. This has
proven to enhance the quality of
the trees.

The Gonovesos bought their
land 25 years ago. It formerly
had been an egg-producing farm
whero corn was grown to feed

imal decided

ee farm

blue or green color, N
‘When you visit Candy Carne
CHRISTmas Tree Farm, take
your time to find your tree. A
wagon will pull your tree to the
service aron, where the debris
will be shaken from the tree dnd
the tree will be wrapped to prb-
tect it on the ridehome, - ¢
Cathy and her crew fashion
large frosh wroaths and offer
them for aanle, Hot cider and
cocon are also available. Don't
{grget to visit the animals; emus,

quent years, the G trees
did fine because of an in-ground
irrigation system the Genovescs
recently installed,

They were the first choose-

]

to “make the land productive”
and convert it into a Christmas
troe farm. They now have 29

acres.

Cathy showed me tho diffor-
ence in the many trees.

“Fira have good needle reten-
tion,” ehe said.

- There are many firs, such a8
tho Frasier, soft-needled and
bluish-silver in color; the Dou-
glas, rich green with soft nee-
dles; the Canaen, & cross
between a Frasier and a Balsam;
the Concolor, which has the fra-
grance of tangerines; and the
Corkbark, with soft needles,

* Scotch pines have long, prickly
necdles with a strong fragrance;
Austrian pines have stiff, dark-
greenmeedles and prodice cones;
White pines have long needles,

Tho farm grows many vari-
eties of spruce. For instance, Ser-
bian is a silvery blue.green on
the underside of tha light greon
needles, Black Hill spruce is
from the Black Hills of South
Daokota. Blue spruce has rich
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P! follow deer and thrée
different kinds of chickens. H
Candy Cane CHRISTmas Tree
Farm is open now through Dee.
23, noon to 6 pm. Monday-Fri-
day and 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Satur-
dny-Sunday. H
From I-75, toke Exit 88
(Sashabaw Road) north and tray-
ol 4-172 miles. Turn right on Sey-
mour Lake Road and go 8/4-mile
to the Candy Cane CHRISTmas
Tree Farm, The folks there will
be locking for you. .
GOODGARDEN TIPS ::
B “Bluc spruces have prickly
noedles and when decorating
them, wear surgical gloves,”

_Cathy said.

W Visit Cranbrook Green- '
house, 380 Lone Pine in Bloom-
field Hills, today and tomorrow
to select gift planta. Hours are 10
a.m. to 6 p.m. Thursday and 10
n.m. to 4 p.m. Friday. Take the
shuttle from the Christ Church
Cranbrook parking lot acrosa
Lone Pine, Queationa? Call (248)
645-3149 or (248) 845-3147. -
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poriod, of If any minkmum monthty paymient Is not received by the end of the bitling cycle In which such pay-
men ls missed, then as of the frst day In that bllling ycle. MBNA will ot your APR &1 7.99% for new accounts,
8.99% for existing accounts, $2000 Initial minimum purchase required, Terms subject to change.

**Total price for &-piece biving 100 shown $74 74, Total room price includes Items listed and refiects “as
shown® fabeic prices and number of items wheee indicated and Is based on curent manufacturer's sale prices
from Noverber 30, 2001 fo January 6, 2002. Sales tax ot included.

$Financing avallable to U.S. residents on approved line of credit from MBHA America Bank, A, The monthly
payment Is an estimate based on your totat purchase price, an inttial 60-month repayment term, and an APA of
7.99%. Actual payment amount and repayment ferm may vary. Jn most cases, a changa In the APR will restart
your repayment term and change yous monthly payment, Al parlicipating retalters I the U.S. ondy. Offer ends
January 6, 2002,
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