Volleyball tournaments

Farmington and Farmington Harri-
gon high schools will co-host girla var-
gity and JV velleyball tournaments’
Snturdny.

The 12-team varsity event will be
played at Farmington High, Competi-
tion starts at 8 a.m. The ployofls are
projected to begin about 2 p.m. and
the final ot approximately 5 p.m.

Tho teams will be divided into the
following four-team pools:

Pool A: Harrison, Westland John
Glenn, Birmingham Groves, Birming-
ham Marian JV.

Pool B: Farmington, Beverly Hills
Detroit Country Day, Hartland, Ann
Arbor Pioneer,

Pool C: North Farmington,
Northville, Redford Union, Pontiac
Notre Dame Prep.

The top eight teams will advance to
the single-climination Gold Division
playofTs in the main gym. The bottom

the auxiliary gym. Admission is $1.

The 10-tcam JV tournament will
take place at Harrison, beginning at
8:30 a.m. There will be two five-team
pools, The top two in each bracket go
to the semifinals.

Whalers tie Rangers

Twice in the lnst three weeks the
Plymouth Whalers' former conch,
‘Pete DeBoer, hns brought his new
team, the Kitchener Rangers, to town
to face the Ontario Hockey League-
lenders, And twice, on the Whalers'
heme ice, DeBaer's Rangers have
delivered n message.

On Nov. 10, that message was a 4-2
Ranger win. Last Saturday, the
Whalers needed a third-period goal
from Stephen Weiss to tie Kitchener
nt Compuware Arena, 3-3. .

Considering the Whalers have lost
just four times all season (including
| .Friday’s 4-1 win over Brampton, Ply-
7 “mouth wns 20-4-4-1) while Kitch

four will be in the Silver Division in
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- hns been playing .500 hockey,
DeBocer'’s success against his former
squad is a bit surprising.

On Saturday, the Whelers had the
enrly lend, thanks to a first-period,
power-play goal by Kris Vernaraky.
But a strong second period by the
Rangers overturned that,

Kitchener tied it at 4:21 of the sec-
ond with a short-handed gonl! by Matt
Grennier, The Whalers regained the
lead 39 scconds later with a power-
play gonl by Greg Campbell, but that
lend didn't iast.

A power-play goal by the Rangers’
Joff Szwez at 10:24 of the second
knotted it at 2-all, and an cven-
strength goal by Peter Hemsky at
16:48 of the sccond gave them a 3-2
lend entering the third period.

*© Weiss' tying goal came at 6:32 of
the third. Jason Bacashihua had 22
saves in goal for the Whalers.

Fireballs AAU tryouts

The Farmington Fircballs will have
tryouts for.their 156- and 16-and-
under girls AAU basketbnll tenms 10
a.m, to 1 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 15, st

- Power Middle Schoel in Farmington.

The school is locnted off Gill Rood,
south of Nine Mile. There is n $20 try-
aut fee (includes AAU membership
card). For more information call Steve
or Carol Palaian ot (248) 478-1241.

FPS seeks coaches

Farmington Public Schools has
need for conches in the following
areas: girls track, girls soccer and
boys diving. Anyone interested in the
positions should contact Athletic
Director Brian Swinehart's offico at
(248) 489-3362,

Adult hockey players

The Farmington Hilla Adult Hockey
‘Asnocintion needs ndditional players
for the current senson in the aver-30
and over-40 age groups. Players of al}
skill levels are needed; hawever, the
nssociation has n sufficient number of
goalies. To inquire about playing, eall
the FHAHA at (248) 471-6004 and
_leave a voice-mail message.

‘Holiday skating show

The Farmington Hills Figure Skat-
ing Club will have its Third Annual
Holidny Skating Show 11:30 a.m. to
:1:30 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 8, nt the
Farmington Hills Ice Arenn.
* The club will have 30 members per-
-forming figure skating routines to
various Christmas-themed songa.
The cost of ndmission is a can of
_food to bo donated to charity.
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Despite a loss in the season opener

Tuesday, it appears North Farmington
. can Jook forward to a.good scason.in
boys basketball,

The Raiders played well against o
good team (rom the Detroit Public
School League but eventually suc-
cumbed to visiting Mumford, 76-68.

North's overall performance was
probably good enough te win a lot of
games, and that's why coach Tom
Negoshian was “pretty happy with
effort.” He knows it'a a game that will
serve his team well down the road.

“Qur philosophy about non-league
games is thnt we want to play the best
schedule we can, so we know the things
we need to work on,” Negoshian said,

“Weo want to win the game; yes, wo're
competitive, But the bottom line is we
want to get better.”

For the most part, the Raiders han-
dled pressure well and were able to
play an up-tempo game with the Mus-
tangs, who had a little more athleti-
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state title eluded each of their teams.

Mike Leach
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Iand Co-Conches of the Year.
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cism and scering in the end.

“Much of the scoring came from

guards Stevie Moore and Alger Walker,
who pumped in 24 and 22 points,
respectively.

But neither one could top North
scnior Mike Lench, who scored a game-
high 29 points, ncarly half of that com-
ing in the third quarter as the Raiders
matched the Mustangs point for point.

“He's a helluva ployer for 6-foot-1,"
Negoshian said. “He's very difficult to
guard, because be has that great slide
maove on the baseline.”

North had a balanced contribution
from a handful of other players.

Earl Higgina and Sean Mackler had
cight points epiece in their firat varsity
games; Andy Zak tossed in seven, and
Jason Neal and Greg Stitt added six
apiece,

*“Wo have two post players who never
played a minuta of varsity ball (Hig-
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BTATY PUCTO BY DiLL BRESLER

Focus, focus: North Farmington point guard Marcus McComb is zeroed in on his"oly:lc‘clive as he
advances the basketball past Mumford’s Christopher Johnson in the season opener

esday.

Raiders play well in loss

STANT PUIeTO DY DL DRESUR
Nice fake: Jason Neal makes a
no-look dish pass in front of
Mumford's Enrique Hope.

All-Observer Team

Livonia Stevenson's Lars Richters and Farming-
ton's Luko Juncaj have faw regrets, following the

If tho conches have one, however, it's that

Otherwise, both hnd banner yeara for which
Richters and Juncaj have been chosen Observer-

Richters' Spartans finished 21-2-1, won district
and Western Lakes Activities Assaciation titles
and knocked off soveral top 10-ranked teams.
Stevenson dominatea the All-Observer toam
with four on the first team and two on the second.

BOY3S SOCCER

Basketball D2
Wrestling D8

Falcons
stumble
at start

Farmington's young and inexperi-
enced basketbnil team had a rough
introduction to tho varsity game Tues-
day, losing the scason opener at Water-
ford Kettering, 58-31, B

The host Captains raced to a 21-1
lend after one quarter, and the Falcons,
who lost their top six players from a
year ago, found it difficult to make up
the difference.

Kettering held n 32-14 fead at half-
time and was nhead 48-23 at the end of
three quarters,
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“We still have a lot to learn and a
long way to go, because we don’t have a
ton of varsity experience right now,”
new Farmington coach Steve Korpusik
said.

“For everybody on the team, it's the
first time being thrown into the heat of
o real varsity battle, That explains our
firat quarter heeause after that they
only had us by seven the loat three.”

Brandon Tucker scored seven points
and Jeff McCullough six for the Fal-
cons, Jerry Shinkenis had seven
rebounds, and Ryan Kosingki played a
solid floor game at point gunrd, accord-
ing to Korpusik.

“We just need to express more confi-
dence and be more aggressive out
there,” he said. “I think it will come
with time, but for now those are the
main issues for us. '

“We came out too tentative and that
was nur downfall. Being down 21-1 in
the first quarter put us in a hole we
couldn't get out of.”

Korpusik saw the Falcons make
progress during the course of the game
and is confident they will mature as
varsity pinyers as the season moves
forward.

“I was pleascd with our overall

effort,” he snid. “We had more dives (on

the floor for loose balls) in the fourth
quarter than we did the first three
combined.

“It's o motter of us trying to get to
the point where o lot of other varaity
teams are, Since we only have one
game in the next three weeks, I'm hop-
iny that gives us some time to make up
some of the gap.

*The kids do work hard; there's no
question about it. They took the less
hard. But scrimmaoges ave kind of casu-
al. I think they found out how far they
have to go and what they have to do.

“My focus is to get them to the paint
where they can have a lot more confi-
der:r:e in how they play nnd their abili-

Brent Doak scored 16 points and Be
St. Denis nine for the Coaptaina.
By staff writer Dan O'Meara

Farmington coach, 3 standouts earn area honors

along

J

Nick Ramiroz
Famington

“The only thing missing was walking away with
n state title," Richters said, “But it's a team 1
won't forget because of all the accomplishments,
all the thrills and all the lessons they taught me
the way, It was a very

group”

The 32-ycar-old Richters is
used to winning, The 1987
Stovonson grad
back-to-back state chnmpi-
onship teams (1985-86) and
helped the Spartans to a run-
ner-up finish in 1984,

The all-stater went on to
play and graduate from Yale
University (1991). He also
spont soven years in the
National Professional Soecer
th the Detroit Rock-
ers before going into club and
high school coaching.

In four years ut Stevenson,
Richters is an impressive 69-

Lengue wi

*Wo have n lot of kids back next year, but we
have soveral who will be sorcly missed,” Richters
said. "We nced several to step up and fill spots
with some hard off-scason work.”

» Juncaj, who has n carcer record of 118-78-19
through 11 sensons, earned the Observer conching

played on
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All-area player: Farmington's Nick Ramirez was
a four-year starter and defensive standout.




