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By all rights,
we ahould be
donc with high
school foatball.

In theory, that
ended the night
of Nov. 24 in tho
Silverdome with
Farmington
Harrison and
Catholic Central
winning state
. championships
and Clarenceville advancing to
the finnls.

Being inquisitive, we started
wonderiny what would happen if
tho two local state champions
met for a title. After all, even
though everyone thinks Harrison
is the greatest toam since the
1986 Chicago Bears, you still
)mvu to play the gnmea.

* Then that list expanded to
Clarenceville, since the Trojans
also played in the Silverdome.

. We also tried to come up with

p fourth tenm to make a pure
playolf out of it, Naturally, we
couldn’t think of just one, a0
we've expanded it to six teams.

. So we give you now, in the
grent tradition of the Bowl
Championship Series, the
Observer Championship Series =
mostly hypothetical, purely in
fun. Yes, some tenms haven't
played in three wecks. Some
players are atill ticking their
wounds.

But if you asked any player or
conch if they'd want to be a port
of this, they'd do it in a heart-
beat.

“The two state champs - Di
sion 3 Harrison (14-0) and Divi-
sion 1 CC (11-3) are our No. 1
tind 2 seeds and get first-round
byes. Division § runner-up
Clarenceville (13-1) weighs in as
our third seed, while Division 1
regional finalist John Glenn (9-
3) is the fourth seed. Canton (9-
2) a Division 1 district finalist, is
the fifth seed, while Division 8
regional finalist Bishop Borgess
(10-2) is the sixth and final sced.
«r:As always, this is purely for
ontertainment value. And

no bling of any

PAUL
BEAUDRY

FIRST ROUND GAME 1
Blshop Borgess at Clarenceville

‘Two diiferent leams take tho (leld ot
Clarenceville. Tho Spartsns are very
rostad from thoi¢ threo-week fayoff since
getting waxed by Division 8 champlon
Mandon. The Trojans ase siltl shell-
shocked from thelr 49-0 loss to Jackson
Luman Christt,

And at first, Borgess tokes ovor
- using & 21.yard touchdawn run by Dat-
ryd Anglin and 2-yard run by Jason Smith
= for 0 120 lood by the half.

But In tha second half, Clarenceville
comes out of Its funk. Steve Mendows
picks off 8 DeJupn Kea poss and retutns
it for o touchdown ond Pate Shaw's
©xtza point cuts it to 127,

Coach Greg Hudking pults a trick out
of his bog, pulls off an onsido kick ond,
two ploys Iater, Tim Show rombles 42
yords for o scote and a 14-12 lend,

In the final minute Borgess drives

. down to tho Trojans’ 22 with o first and

10. Three straight runs go nowhero and
on fourth down, Kea's pass Is Just
tipped away from Gordon Piossio ot the
goat-lina by Jeff Fiorottl, oltowing
Ctaranceville to advance with a 14-12
win.
FIRST ROUND GAME 2
Ply. Canton ot Westland John Glenn

Two of the top teams In thg Western
Lakos hove 1o walt unti) Decomber for
thelr first moeting and it's worth the
wait. .

Once agaln, John Glenn's offense
sputters eorly In the game and the
Rockets punt on every fisst-hall posses-
slon. But thelr defense makes up for
whot the offense tacks and holds Can-
ton to Just & 24yard fleld goat by Dutch
Morrell.

The Chiefs make It 100 in the third
quaster with Regglo Jolner shaking a
tackle pnd scoring on o 25yard 1un.

Qut in the fourth quarter, Joha Glenn
finglly gets untracked, scoring on the
first ptay of the perlod when Brion Cech-
lowicz hits Andrew Pelffer on @ 42-yard
post pattern. The dofense holds Conton
on the next serles, and three plays
Toter, Ceckiewlcz and Peitfor hook up
agoln on & 35yord score 83 Glenn holds
on for a 14-10 win.

SEMIFINAL GAME 1
Clarenceville vs. Cathollo Central
at Redford Unlon’s Kraft Fleld

With o weck off to rest and nutso
their wounds, the Shamrocks Jump out
to 0 287 lend In the first half a3 Derek
Brooks scores on TO runs of 10, 4 and
42 yards, whils Mike Bonaszak scared
from the 3.

Maonwhile, tha Trojuns can‘t gat

8
r
kind is ollowed.

~turning the ball over three
times Inslde thelr own 25, scoring only
when Tim Show broaks three tackies en

Zaljko RobFact

Imaginary football playoff
decides who’s No. 1 in area

route to o 92:yard 1D un.

The second half Is b punting battle, A
slight roln turns Kraft Fleld Into a
swamp ond nelther team can get footing
and the gama Is played botween the
308 os CC moves inlo the tingls with a
28-7 win.

SEMIFINAL GAME 2
John Gienn at Harrison

The remaich of the Wastoen Lekes
titlo gome proves to bo no match ogain.

Glann gamety trles 1o hang with the
Hawks, but winds up getting shut out
380 with Marcus Woods rushlng for
70s of 10 and 2 yords ond Drew Stanton
running for an 8yard score and passing
tor two more TDs 10 Agim Shaba).

However, Stanton wienches s knee
when ho's sacked by Will Kennedy and
has to ieave the game in the third quar-
ter, With second-string quarterback
Jake Ghannam unable to play the spot
thanks 10 a froctured wiist, Shoba) fin-
Ishes out the game - with Stanton ques-
tionable for the finals.

FINALS
Cathotla Central ve, Harrlson

Trylng to find o place to host the
gome proved horder than trying to win
the samifinat.

For starters, we wanted o make It 0
nautral site. Claroncevilie and Glean
both laughed when we asked them to
host the gomo, saylng If they couldn't
mako 1he finols, they weren't hosting
tha gome. Kraft Ficld was o mess: Ply-
mouth-Conton schools declined, soying
they wonted to save the grass for soc
cer,

Livonla Public Schoals administrators
felt that octivities such as a chomal-
onship would sat a dangerous precedent
for thelr middle schoo) students, who
ore only allowed to play Intromural
sports, Thurston dign’t want 10 rent tho
field out and Garden City administrators.
sald that they dlan't want to rent the
field for a game with a Redford school.

Finally, one school came farward
- Blshop Borgess and Its tall-grass, no-
crown, dips and ruts, no-stands, con-
ontyKickto-one-goalpost field.

“We could use the concesslon money
to fix tho field,” sald Borgess athletic

« glrector Rodney Geter, “And besides, we

can usa tho gote money to fix the fence
thot surrounds the field.”

A stonding-Toom only crowd of 2,000
surounded the field at Borgess expect:
ing to watch o battle for the ages. But
Stanton's kneo places him on cruiches,
Shabo} moves to quanerback and Mike
Bartiey lakes his ploce ot flanker.

CC I18n°t unscaothed cither. Ryan
Rogowskl tried coming back from
surgery 1oo soon and he Is replaced at

Ben Wailace

DECEMBER HOOPS AT THE PALACE

WHERE ELSE CAN YOU GET ALL THIS FOR RS LITTLE RS 5107

6:00 PM

_ This Sunday | yg, HOUSTON ROCKETS
December § Stove Francis, Glen Rice and the Rockats take oa Jerry Stackhouso

and the Pistons.

Thu, December 13
7:30 PM

vs. NEW YORH KNICKE  °

Allan Houston, Latrell Sprowoll and the Knicks are in town. First 3000 fans
roooive a Btackhouss Adult Jersay sponsored by Dittrich Furs.

"I.'hu, PDecember 87
7:00 P

vs5. NEW JERSEY NETS

Jason Kidd, Keith Van Horn and tho Neta vs. the Pistons.
First 3,000 fans 14 & undor receiva a Player T-shirt sponsored by Bprite.

.Sun, December 30
©:00 PM

vs. MIAMI HERT
Coach Pat Rilay and Alonzo Mourning bring the Heat to The Palace.
First 3,000 fans 14 & undor rocoive a Corliss Willilamson

Progtice Jarsey sponsored by Sprite.

>
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DIGITAL DOME
ETARIUM

ING SHOW: VIEWS OF THE UNIVERSE

~Its out of tf}/s WOrIo’. ,

WEEKEND

Saturday, Dec. 8
11am-9pm EXTENDED HOURS -

Sunday, Dec. 9
11am-5pm
DIGITAL DOME

PLANETARIUM

FRE

INFORMATION: 313.SCIENCE
www.detroitsciencecenter.org

SPONSORED IN PART BY

e

PLANETARIUM
ADMISSION

with a general admission purchase

= e COMMUNITY
BANK = ONE. FOUNDATION

" TICKETS ON SALE NOW!*
FOR THE 327TH ANNUAL

COLLEGEHOCKEY
AT “THE JOE™

SATURDAY, OECEMBER 29
Thirg Placs Gems @ 4:00 PM
Championship Gams @ 7:30 PM

FRIBAY, DECEMBER 28
North Oakata va. Michigan @ 4:00 FM
Mich!gan State vs. Michigan Tech @ 7:30 PM

rWomen’s Olympic Hockey Exhibitio

heats up the ice at “the Joe” |7

Team USA
vS.
Team Canada

January 6 « 1 PM

Tl puts Srena

Tickats are 285, 520, $18, $13, 59 and ars awvallable at the Joe Louis Arena box office,
al ¢ antiets . In Troy {with no sorvice
charge), by logging on to wwrwi.collegehockeyatthejos.com, oF chargs ky phone.

248-645-6666

Graat growp rates are awaliable by calllng 313-298-7011

Enter to win Detroit Red Wings Tickets
Check Today's Classifieds Section

to See How You Can Enter to Win!

Mbserusr (C) Eceenlric

A allalxna !




