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Board learns Schools of Choice busing may end

BY SUE BUCK
STAFP WhITER
abuck@oe.homecomm.net

: Farmington School Superin-
tendent Bob Mnxfield gave
achool bonrd members a “hends
up” Dec. 4.

. ‘Transportation for sccondary
School of Choice students may
‘be nffected in light of discussions
‘nbout delaying school start
times.

* “This is n long-standing prac-
hce, which doesn’t necessarily

make sense, for n variety of rea-
sons,” Maxficld said, “We're not
gomg to nsk you to make a deci-
sion now, but we wanted to get it

snid Cheryl Cannon, nssistant
superintendent for business,
finance and operationa,

Thla compnares to o u_m:l

out in front of the

The district approved the
School of Choice program in
March 1892. Buses now take the
School of Choice students to
their hame scheol and then shut-
tle them to their preferred
school.

About 236 students are eligi-
ble to ride the bus; 125 kids do,

Foru m from page A8

of 5,400 y
students,

“In order to accommodate mid-
dle school students, they need to
be dropped off 16-20 minutes
belorc school start,” Cannon
said. “It affects a amall percent-
age of secondary students.”

Transportation director Bill
Tousley was asked recently to

mother and school volunteer
Colleen Feige listed some of the
positive results from the inter

* :school start time, including:
M Studenta nre more alert and

the best thing I've ever done to
encourage learning," Dragseth
said,

Blondy said he conducted an
informal poll among his teenage

more in ing class-

and asked il they could

e8;
" m Studonta are more prompt
arriving for morning classes,
easier to motivate, have more
time in the mornings to get extra
hclp from tenchers and are less
cranky;
H I Tenchers are better rested,
less rushed and have more men-
tal energy for their morning
clnsscs;

® Students, on the whole, got
‘better grades and were less
-depressed;

B Attendance rates increased,

“I've been nn educator for 36
yenrs. and this later start time is

learn better at 8 a.m. or 7 a.m.

“More than 70 percent of them
snid 8 a.m.,” Blondy said. “The
older the student, the more in
ngreument with the later start
time.”

He also pointed out soma sale-
ty rensons for allowing adoles-
cents to get more sleep.

“Teenagers need moro sleep
than younger children,” he said.

“Teenage fatal car crashes are
associnted with early morning
clasacs.”

Anather ndvantage with earli-
er start times, he pointed out,is
that the school day ends later,

meaning students would be
home alone for sherter periods
before parents get home from
work.

Willinm Camp of Farmington
said he still ien't surc later start
times are the right way to go for
his district,

“I think it's the single best
thing we can do for our kids,”
said Farmington Supt. Bob Max-
field, who facilitated the forum.

West Bloomfield Supt. Sey-
mour Gretchko said his district
is cloge to changing to the later
start time. One of the reasans is
that transportation changes may
be relatively easy because most
achool buildings are located
along or near Orchard Lake
Rond.

look at what it would take
“transportation-wise and sched-
ule-wise® Lo accommodate possi-
ble later school start times, Can-
non snid,

*There really isn't o cost sav-
\ng in driver'’s time to eliminate
it,” she said. “The savings would
be in mileage.”

School of Choice applications
note that there may not be
transportation for School of
Choice students next year,

“We would ask that there still

be some sccundnry transporta-
tion options,” Maxfield said, “Jt
wouldn't nccesnnnly impact stu-
dents in i

Mansion
celebration

The Warner Mnnmon will
the

There’s an ubllgulwn to bus
foreign students in the “newcom-
er™to Harrison High School and
Eust Middle School, he said.

Currently, start timo for Enst,
Dunckel, Power and Warner
Middle Schools is 7:40 a.m.
Fnrmington and North Farming-
ton High start their days at 7:30
a.m.; Harrison, at 7:25 n.m.

Vie-
torian style with authentic
Victorian decorations and
music by Marylou and
Hugh Battley, 2-4 p.m. Sun-
doy, Dec. 9.

‘The mansion is located at
33805 Grand River in
downtown Farmington,
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¢ Continental Breaklast
4 Barber and Beauty Shop

"¢ Handicapped Units Avallable

Birmingham Stone
1 I(I)N Adamss RJ.

M1 J8NE

eRoofs

* Siding » Windows
Call Jeff Dom gl

group, LLC,

”Servmg You Better”

'J‘

jerre or Dan chnelbach

478.5959.
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Entef to Win 2 $100
G,l‘r’t; Certificate - © Winners!

Receive 1 entry for each purchase made at participaling
Orchard Mall shops December 4 through December 24

(248) 645-0420

¢ Ability to Provide Shared Housing at a Reduced Rate

¢ 24-Hour Emergency Response

3741 5. Adamss R,
Rochester Hills, MI 38309

(248) 853-2330

American Houde Offerd
New Optiond in Seior Living
Our ’Vlcw Wbundled Services

Furnished
Respite
Apartments

¢ One & Two Bedroom Apartments with Kitchens

¢ Recreational, Cultural and Social Activities

Please Call For More Information

Cold

Optional Services Available

¢ Homemade Lunch & Dinner Meals
¢ impeccable Housekeeping

4 Personal Laundry & Linen Services
< Personal Assistance

Available

West Bl
5859 Maple Rd.

(248) 538-5283

Monthly Rentals Starting At $1,000.00

W, Bloomficld, M) 48322

Farmington Hills
23300 Middlcbelt Rd.
Fannington Hills, M1 48336

(248) 471-9141

+ Pete s Christmas Trees)

We grow our own!

Specializing in Large Trees up to 18’

* Douglas Fir * Fraser Fir * Scotch Pine
« Bitte Spruce * White Spruce * YWhite Pine

e have wreaths and roping, too!

All trees receive a fresh cut &specially
wrappcd for your convience.

E i}
1 to all "hlldren'_

Romdh h

n Farmington Hills on 15 Mile
(1/2 mile W. of Orchard Lake Road) §
Open 7 days a week * 9am-9pm !

Delivery & Set up available

248-737-2919¢

e

Some stores scll designer jewelry.

Seiko » Austern &7 Paul ¢ Asch-Grosbardt
Breitling » Omega ¢ Zelman & Friedman
Special pricing on Baume & Mercier

Unique jewelry at affondable prices
Extended holiday hours start December 174

At M.B. Jewelry,
We are the designers.

Authorized Dealer for:

Open Sundays till Christmas

Holidgy Happenings
Sunday, Dscamber 16, 2:00 PM
Hollday Dance Show
Dance Academy of Wast Bloomfield
Parks & Recreation
Thursday, December 20, 1:00 PM
Ealy Elamentary Enterainers

Seerling Sitver hand-cnaneled
Patriotic Pins. Specially Priced

* Latap At Guallery

<y Cokony

(248) 356-7007

paltien Sabion

ol ® S O F o Diogs

M.B. JEWELRY DESIGN &
Applegate Square = 29847 North ern Hwy.

o

hfield, M1 48034




