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":'(I:Jivonia woman charged Peﬂ'y rom page A1
in drunk-driving death

v« A Livonia man riding his
cmotoreyele was killed late

‘Wednesday when he was struck
+. by 8 woman leaving a Weatland
owling alley in hor pickup
ruck, police said.

o+ Kevin Perry, 39, died en route

+ %o St. Mary Hospital in Livonia

“from blunt force injuries he

received during the 11:38 p.m.

s/accident that happened on
‘Wayne Road north of Ford, in

. front of Westland Bowl.

*  Peorry was driving his 2001
Honda Shadow north on Wayno
when he was atruck by a 2001
Ford Ranger driven by 26-year-

pld Livonia resident Emily

Yvonne Coombs, who, police

- gaid, was legally drunk with a
.14 blood aleohol level, .
* “She just pulled out,” West-
land police Officer Jack McIn-
tosh snid.

i+ Coombs was arraigned Friday

afternoon {n Westtand 18th Dis-
trict Court on a charge of driving
drunk and causing a death, and
a not-guilty plea was placed on
record for her,

Coombs was relensed from
custody alter her family posted
$1,000 toward a $10,000/10 per-
cent bond. She was ordered to
return to court next Thursday
for a preliminary hearing that
will decido whether she should
stand trial in Wayne County
Circuit Court.

Coombs could face penalties

ranging up to 16 years in prison
if convicted as charged.

Perry was driving his motorcy-
cle in the northbound curb lane
when, police snid, Coomba pulled
onto Wayne Road and hit him,

Waestland police Sgt. Peter
Brokas said Perry didn't do any-
thing to cause the accident.
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the family’s life had just begun
to settle into a routine. Kevin's
mother and father moved in as
well

“Ho was just so thrilled they
got that house,” Lori said. “He
worked so hard to get them into
that house.”

Now Lori, her parents, sister
and brother-in-law aro trying to
figuro out how they can keep the

children in that house and save .

Kevin's dream for his family.
Tough times

Lori said she'd never scen her
brother so excited as he'd been
in tho past few months, A hard
worker, ho always made time for
his children, who in turn adored
him, No matter what thoy wero
doing, the two youngest boys
would always know when Dad
got home from work.

“They. knew the sound of his
car door,” Lori said. “Ho was
never too tired to spend timo
with his kids. He did everything
for them.”

Kovin invited his mother to
live with him after she'd suffercd
n near-fatal bout of pnoumonin
last year, Their apartment was
on the second floor; when she
was unable to walk, he carried
her up and down the stairs so
that sho could get some fresh air
outdoora.

Even though their parents
were divorced, Kevin and his sis-
ters also persuaded their father
to move out of a small trailer

About 3% 10 0% of the
have gaps besween their

pulation

.| instance, gaps might & as the result of
inheriting a Jarpe Jaw from one parcnt and
small tecth from . Chronic fingee- and
thumb-sucking can also widen the spaces
between leeth, Onlinarily, Lhis does not pose &
problem, as long as the spaces between tecth
are not enough Lo significantly sffect the
bite o the abilily to chew. [n fact, some spaces.
between teeth facililate cleaning, thereby
romoting heatthier teeth and gums. I gaps
tween teeth detract from their smiles,
patients are likely 1o seek orthodontic
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and into the new house.
“He was something else,” Lori
said of Kovin, her voice laden

with tears.
This {s the second time the

. fomily has lost a loved one-to 8

drunk driver. Kevin's uncle was
killed ot tho age of 35. Though it
was years ago, Lori atill remem-

“Tho schools hava been unbeliev-
ably cooperative.” - .

She said staff members at
Small World Daycare, which has
provided care for the two
youngest children, have also
gone out of their way to help.
Knowing the boys' love for Red
Wings hockey, they've tried to

W ‘Any eoinfort in this Is coming from seeing
what people do In times of need. We've gotten
hugs from people...they have no Idea how much

that means. Paeople ask us what to do,

we tell

them just to pray for the kids.’

Lori Booth
—Sister

bers the dovastating ¢ffects on
her grandparents.

She said Kevin's children -
three boys and a girl ~ are deal-
ing with the loss “really well."
His oldest son wants to take
over his fathor's jobs and sup-
port the family,

“It's all ho talka about,” Lori
said,

Kindness
The family has been over-

whelmed by the support and
assistance they've already

- received, Extended family mom-

bers have helped with funeral

_expenses, Friends and former co-

workers brought food "enough to
feed an army,” Lori said, adding,
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nd the retainee. Look for our aext article in
two weeks.

got them tickets to a game or
autographed photos of their

- favorite players in time for

Christmas — which will be a very
difficult time.

“The 7-year-old asked me ‘How
will Daddy get the rest of our
presents under the tree?” Lori
sald in a voice choked with emo-
tion. “Tho hardest thing I've ever
had to do is try to explain this to
a G-year-old.”

. What's helped most has been
the outpouring of love tho family
has witnessed since news of
Kevin's denth spread. :

“Any comfort in this is coming
from sceing what people do in

times of need. Wo've gotten hugs |

from peoplo...thoy have no idea
how much that means. People
ask us what to do, we toll them
just to pray for tho iids.”

What next?

The family has juat begun to
nssoss their situntion. All the
tnsurance Kovin had will barely
cover his funeral expenscs.
They've had to borrow money for
upfront costs, including flowers
for the service.

Keoping the house poses the
biggest chnllango, but there are
othor concerns, especially with
the holidays at hand. Growing
boys tend to go through jeans
protty guickly, and Kevin had
planned to buy the younger boys
clothes for Christmas.

Lori said the family wants to
do overything possible to give
the boys what their father want-
ed them to have, Whatever thoy
can scrapo together at this point
will be used to provide for the
kids, she said. R

“That's everybedy’s goal, keep-
ing the boys in the house. We
just want to stick to the plans he
had for them.”

e Anyone wishing to help
Kevin Perry's family may contact
the Observer, 248-477-5450,
Jane Andrews at Small World
Day Care Center, 248-477-1900
or Lori Booth, 248-473-4099.

1 Got news? Call the Observer, 248-477-5460. 1
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