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BY KEN ABRAMCZYE
STAFY WRITIR
kabramcsyk@oe.iomocomm.net
Charleston, South Carolina, It
is stocped in history, yot atill
maintains ita Southern charm,
Maybe it's the beauty of the
magnolia trecs or the eeris, yot
wonderous_stillnosa, of the
swoamps at the Magnolia Planta-

on. .
- Peorhaps it's your own imagina-
tion wondering what a guest at
the Edmonston-Alston house
thought and said to colleagues s
thoy watched the first shota of
the South Carelina soldiers of
the Confederacy firing on Union
soldiers at Fort Sumter.

Then again, maybe you'll expe-
rience an overall enjoyment and
appreciation of seeing history
proserved with homes built in
the 17008 restored and so well-
kept, you'll marvel as you walk
several blocks near Battery
and venture to peek at gardens
and yards behind brick walls.

Preserving a past
Charleaton mixes its history
well with ita newness and
vibrancy, yot keepa a dogged
determination to preserve its
past. It fentures the South Car-
olina Aquarium, which juat
opened in 2000. You'll enjoy cui-
sina from the packed luncheon

entery at Just North of Broad to
the posh, f tar’ Charl

he signed, then

orate cause,
derlined, his name. Fow fami-

Grill and its  wonderful
smbiance. Then thore are the
‘historical homes open to the pub-
lic for tours,

For my wife, Cheryl, and [, it.

was the history we wanted, and
gardens. We drove 2,400 milea
in nine days on a recent trip and
viewed stork of the

lies had so many of such promi-

nence.

Today's visitora to Middloton
Place truly understand the fami.
1y’s place in history once they seo
a book on display at the home
that features picturea with
French writing on tho funeral

ion of Al der the

most opulent historical home in
America at the Biltmore Estate
in Asheville, N.C., to the simplo
gravesites of slaves buried at the
Magnolin Plantation just north
of Charleston,

The plantation and tho Mid-
dleton Place were among the
firat English settlements in the
United States, located on the
Ashley River, about 14 miloa
northwest of Charleston, Homes
on those sites were originally
built in tho 17408, Middleton
Place contains America's oldest
landscaped gardens.

The Middleton family had an
incrediblo line of witnesses to
American history, including o
president of the' First Conti
tal Congress (Henry Middleton),
a signer of the Declaration of
Independence (Arthur Middle-
ton) and a signer of the Ordi-
nance of Secesaion (Williams
Middleton), with its eigner so
strongly believing in the Confed-

Groat. Oh, and scenes from “Tho
\Patriot” were filmed here, too,
dons at I are

home survived. the nearby
encampment of British troopa,
who used o nearby bluff to encir-
cla Charleston during tho Revo-
lutionary War, yet tho residence
burned down accidontally three
decades later.

A second home was built, only
to bo burned during General
Sherman's infamoua march to
the sea. Tho owner during the
Civil War peried, the Rev. John
Grim!ce Drayton, sold some of

0 B
incredible, and give you & won-
derful, colorful walking tour. The
gordans were divided into

“rooms," foaturing an Azalea . b

Hillside, a Sundial Garden, ond
the Middleton Oak, believed to
be used by Indlmgu to mark a

the ‘s land to rebuild
the home, disassembling hid
summer house in nearby Sum-
merville and moving it vin a

arge,

Today, the home's Greek

Revival structure is preserved

well. Inside Oriental rugs, fine
lain and heirl rocal

path beforo the Midd! sete
tled here.
More history highlighted

Just a few miles away, the
Magnolia Plantation features a
sclf-guided walking tour as well.
Tour guides inside the home

.reflect on the history of the

Drayton family, whose history
goes back to when the family
received property in England es
a result of the Norman Conquest
in 1068,

During the 16808 Thomas and
Anne Drayton comploted the
first residenco of Magnolia. Tho
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Menu Includes:

Shrimp Cocktall » Mixed Organic Greens with Chopped Vegetables and &alnut Vinegrette

Entree Selection

i f jnclusive
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.

bejﬁp‘ at 9:30
150 per person

the elogance of an ecarlier ora.
The early American antiques aro
b iful. An 1840 Plantati

Charleston presérves its past 'Whil'e k‘eépin’g‘ its charm

Drayton aleo developed the
gardens. He hoped to create an
“earthy paradise” for his wife,
Julis, so she would forget
Philadelphin and her desire to
return there. Drayton is credited
with introducing the first aza-
leas to America and the first to
utilize Camellin jnponica in an
outdoor setting. -

Todny’s garden containe an
18th century herb garden, a 16th
century horticultural maze, o
Biblical garden and a tower to
view wildlife. Open to the public
in 1870, it remeins America’s
oldest man-made tourist attrac-
tion.

The adjacent Audubon Swamp
Garden is an ecological gom, con.
taining great blue herons, wood
ducks, snowy egrets and anhin-
gas. Knobby cypresa trees bump
their way through the swamp to
help toin soil, Wildflowers

cabin still stands, depicting the
harsh work and living conditions
of slaves.

burst with color.
Alligators are known to sup
themselves here, though we did-
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Wild Game Dinner.
{stag)
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o't see any, and turtles are
everywhere. :

Home tours alsa are offered irf
Charleston, including the
Edmonston Aleton house, the
Calhoun Mansion and a hoat of
others. At least two tour guided

" raved about the Fall Candlelight

tours, which were scheduled in
1até September and October, pre
sonted by the Preservation Socii
ety of Charleston. . :

In December, visitors to
Charleston can enjoy the follow-
ing: Christmas in Charleston,
Dec. 1-31; Plantation Christmad
at Middleton Place, Dec, 3-31;
Holiday Tour of Homes, Dec. §;
Holiday Festival of Lights,
James Island County Park, Dec.
9-Jan.2, and Fomily Yuletide in
the Stableyards at Middleton
Place, Dec. 13. .

Visit www.charleatongate:
way.com for information. * .
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vidual Torte Presented on & Sauce Painted Plate
Afterglow at {2:05am

resso, Cappuccino, Pizza and Coney Dogs
Tickets... s85 Per Person
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“To make you reservations call:

2 Ib. Live Maln Lobster » Veal Porterhouse “Jus Lee” » Amish Chicken Breast “Hollywood"”
« Filet Mignon with Bearnaise Sauce * Norwegian Salmon Beurre Blanc over Steamed
Spinach e Dessert - Fresh Fruit Flam with Raspberry Puddle * Party Favors included
28875 Frankin Rd, at Northwestem & 12 Mile o Southfield, M| 48034 ¢ (248) 358-3355 ¢ Fax (248) 358-3227

www.theexcalibur.com -
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Do you know a

| Farmington school

student who has turned
his or her life around?

A Shetter for Batteced Spouses And Childeen
In Western Wayne County

‘ FEBRUARY 1, 2002 « 7:30 P.M.-1:30 A.M.
: e T 4 BURTON MANOR
Students age 7 - 12, who have made ’ﬁz 5 ' 27717 Schooleraft (196 Wes o Inkster)

* Casually Elsgant Attire - Must be over 31
positive changes in their fives will be : .

~

: honored at a luncheon in Farmington
! Manor on March 5, 2002,
In an effort to salute students who

%
K

academics, sports or arts, this new Farmington Public Schools progra

don't qualify for recognition in KING & THE D
SPECIAL GUEST APPEARANCES BY:
Jamie Coe
The PatRack
(Frank Sinetrs, Dean Mastin, Sammy Devie Jr)

o Casino Night 8:00 pu - 120048 .
o Complimentary hot & cold hors d'eeuvres, 7:30-9:00 it
o Pizza served later in the evening
o Door prizes & Cash Bar

will focus on young people who have improved their lives in a broad
range of other areas—from behavior to school wark to community ’ e
service. ' '

Nomination forms are available in all Farmington Middle and Higl;
Schools and must be submitted by Friday, December 12, 2001.

The program is sponsored by the Farmington Public Schools,

Farmington Observer, Farmington Public Safety Department and the
’ . For ticket information

Farmington Hills Police Department. or to reserve a table ) vicloatinasteor
If your company would like to sponsor this new program of B r{:; ten call: o Tickets: $27.00 in advance Ko usu::-
encouragement, call Cathy Young, (734) 4224333 530 00 at the door Marshall Fleld's
(734) 591-1900 R e Hormouy Hows
cyoung@oe.homecomm.net { R i
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