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Comedy has dramatic overtones RadIO sonporeas’

BY DAVID GERMAIN
AP MOVIE WRITER

, LOS ANGELES (AP) ~ “Side-
walks of New York” has all tho
trappings of a Woody Allen film
- a Manhattan sotting, an
ensemblo cast blundoring
through the of

on the marital strife of Henry
VI would be refreshing by com-
parison.

The only sparks of life como
from Dennis Farina and Nadin
Dajani in small rolos. Farina
plays a crude, grotesquely sun-
tnnned lecher who oﬂ'ors Bumu

crises,

Burns fails to craft an intes
grated whole out of thesa convo-
luted dynamics, There's little
cohesion in the meanderings of
tho characters, who bump into
oach other by chance far too
aMnL as though in Burns’ world,

passion, the little conceit of char-
ncters speaking in peeudo-inter-
views about their love lives.

* Only writer, director and co-
star Edward Burna is no Woody
Allen,

‘Minus the fraternal frame-
work that underpinned his
clever “The Brothers McMullen”
and the lessor “She's the Ono,”
Burna is back on the familiar
turf of romantic comedy with
dramotic overtones.

" Unfortunately, the humor of
“Sidewalks of New York” pales
next to that of “Brothers
McMullen” or even “She's the
One.” “Sidewalka™ bordera on
dour, presenting main charac-
ters lacking charm whese melo-
dramatic ramblings and rantings
Hold litt)e intcrest for viewers.

The principal cast delivers
solid purformnnceu. notably
Stanley Tucei, Rosario Dawson
and Burns’ cx-glrll'mnd Heather
Graham, Tucei's character,
though, is so contemptibly decep-
tive and unfeeling that ho
Hecomes an eyesore every time
le's on screen, while Burns’
whiny alter-cgo s a plain old
bore.

And Burng’ script scta the cast
adrift in such irritating self-
absorption that a documentary

women. He's the cnricnturu of
sexist caricatures, but Farina
plays it with such eumoulneun he
makea the guy seem

were about as popu-

performances at Greenfield Vil-
lago in Dearborn. “I did a
tromendous amount of work
when [ started. I searched all
over for seripta. I started dolng
It's ¢ Wonderful Life three or
four years ago. This is our sec-
ond year with Olympia Enter-
tainment.”

OIympm expanded the group's

lous ps Mayberry.
Scenes drag on endlessly, over-
londed with mundane bickering
} among ch Burns suc-

Dajani contributes a saucy
turn es Hilary, a frustraled wifo
who finds sexual satisfaction in
en affair with her gynecologiat.
("It's heaven,” she coos. “I mean,
think about it. If thero’s one
thing that guy knowa about ...”)

The looso structure of “Side-
walks”™ 11;

ceads in creating naturalistic
dinlogue: It's so natural, it's a8
boring na most real-life conversa-
tions would be on screen.

The narrative clumsily inter-
weaves responses from the cnst
to an unsecn, unexplnined inter-
viewer, who scems to have out-

the revolving-door trysts of
Arthur Schaitzler’s play “Ln
Ronde,” with Burns' romance-
impaired New Yorkers crossing
paths and trading pillew part-
ners.

There's Tommy (Burns), newly
separated from his girlfriond
(Caliic Thorne). Tommy has a
dalliance with Maria (Bawson)
while making halfhearted passes
at Annie (Graham). Annie’s mar-
ried to Griffin {Tucci), who car.
rica on an affeir with teon-nger
Ashley (Brittany Murphy), who's
also purnuod by Ben (Davnd

nnuuuly trymg to reunite with
Maria, his ex-wife.

Michael Leydon Campbell
plays dual roles ns Ben's scruffy
Enst Village pal and as Hilary's
husband, a poster boy for midlife
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landishly open-door ecess to the
characters to query them on
their sex lives,

The hand-held camera work
and documentary style do lend
intimacy to "Sidewalks.” But
who'd want to be intimate with
these people is anybody’s guess.

The film had been schedulcd
for relense Sept. 21 but was
delayed because of the torrorist

this year. If need-
ed, they'll add  Dec. 22 show.

“lu a Wonderful Life Is such a
perennial favorite, It's such a
feel-good script. 1 do have other
gcripts. 1 have a pretty good
script of Christmas Carol but it's
done other places. Meadow
Brook (theater) does it every
year,” Bufalini aaid.

“Nobody does It's a Wonderful
Life, especially tho way we do.
Peoplo love it. It aurprises me
how much kids love it. People
are fascinated watching those
different characters come out of
the same throats and by secing
how the sound effects are done.
And hopefully, watching the
director will be fun.”

Bufahm. who also has taught

attacks, the notion of
shenanigans on the streets of
New York sceming nono too
savory after Sept. 11. Two
months later, the movie is no
more welcome, though.

“Sidewalks of New York,” a
Paramount Classics release,
runs 108 minutes.
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Motor City Brass Band

Craig Strain, Musical Director, Conductor,

; SOUNDS OF
- With special guests
The Farmington Community Chorus
° Steven SeGraves, Director
Sunday - Dec. 16, 2001
Southfield Centre for the Arts
24350 Southfleld Road (south of 10 Mile Road)
Ticket pricts 510 Adult; $8 Sentlors/Students; $25 Famlly
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ot Wayne
S'.ate University, will cue actors
and sound effects crow from
behind o musie stand on stage,
He'll nlso play three characters
in the play.

Sara Fouracre of Beverly Hills,
a morning show co-host at
WKQI, has played the part of
Mary Beiley for two yecars,

&
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Oakland Community College presents

The Michigan Opera Theatre

Broadway music and hollday rhythms are
presented by this talented quartet of profes-
sional artists. This dynamic show features
hits from the classics of Rogers and
Hammersteln and Cole Porter to Andrew

OAKLAND.
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8:00 p.m., Friday
Decemher Mf"ll, 2001

27055 Orchard Lake Rd.
Farmington Hills, MI
General Admission *10.00
— Ample Parking —
For more information call
(248) 942-3241/3242
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“JACKPOT! Pure (un (rom start to finish.”

“Soderbergh and the
ensembie cast get
uch righl, n

in cool. One of
year 's lcn bes

WKQI morning show voice man,
Eric Harthen of Pleasant Ridge,
also returns this year to portray
George Bailey.

*“I made an audition tape and
tried every voice. I played it on
the phone for Marty,” Fouracre
said, recalling her informal audi-
tion last year.

“Every once and a while on the
(WKQI) show, I get to do a char-
acter volee or parody or skit that
Eric puts together for me, But
mostly on the show we just try to
be ourselves. This (/t's ¢ Wonder-
ful Life) gives me a chance to do
what I've always wanted to do,
which was act.”

Fouracre, 8 Birmingham Sea-
holm High School graduate,
atudied broadcast journaliam
and theater at Michigan State
and completed the program at
Specs Hownard School of Broad-
casting, before landing the job at
Q 85.6.

*“Radio acting is very different
from theater acting. That's why I

try to get the same people cvm}
year,” Bufalini said. *I tell my.,
students in my classes at Wayne -
State to uso your body, gesturd, '
use your face. Don't just rea
Those are just chemicals on 3~
piece of wood pulp. It's your job,y
to make it como alive,”

Bufalini hopes he and athern
audio drama enthusiasts will got 1
a chance to perform again in the'
future. R

*I'd like to see it go furthe
maybe do a one-hour show som
where once a month,” he said.

Zizza said funding is a major
challenge for scrious audio pro- i
fessionals.

“You need funding, resources,
and material. There are a lot of-,
hobbyists out there. But if the ;
product isn't good, it won't mll
she snid.
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