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Bus driver: Don’t ban radios

BY SUE BUCK
STAFY WIUTER
sbuckCochomecomm.not

Banning radios on school
buses is not the answer, accord-
ing to one Farmington Public
School District bus driver.

Students are actually quieter
when they are listening to the
radio, said bus driver Liz Rud-
berg, a Farmington Hills resi-
dent.
; “Barring radios is not logical,”
Rudberg said. *I don't think a lot
of parents would support a com-
‘plete ban.”
3 A driver with the district for
14 years, Rudberg drives
ITherese Norris® children in the
afterncon. Norris wants bus
drivers to turn off their radios
‘completely because parents have
no control over what is heard
svhile their children are riding
the bus,
¢ “She never came to me,” Rud-
berg snid. “I've driven her chil-
dren for the last three years. A
1ot of times you don't even hear
the radio but the beat.”

When her supervisors told all
drivers about Norris' concerns,
"
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Drivers like Liz Rudber,
don’t agree with the radio
ban clzal;\tfioncd by

Therese Norris (above).

Rudber stopped listoning to
WDRQ-93.1 FM and switched to
Magic Radio 106.1, which fea-
tures Jim Harper and the Morn-
ing Crew.

Some drivers hod asked if they
could continue to listen to War of
the Sexes, a morning brain teas-
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er and trivin show on WDRQ
and a favorito of secondnry level
students. It wos given an OK,
but drivers werg told to switch
to another station after that
show ends, Rudberg said.

Rudberg didn’t have a problem
switching off WDRQ, ‘alter she
heard a song on MTV and was
struck by the lyrics.

“I was appalled at what the
song was saying,” Rudberg said.
“A lot of drivers were listening to
WDRQ. I stopped immediately. 1
can't apologize enough. It was an
unfortunate mistake.”

Sometimes substitute drivers
are so intent at looking at maps
they may not pay close enough
attention to what's on the radio,
sho said.

Students are on the bus any-
where from a few minutes to an
hour, and Rudberg notices a dif-
ference in behavior when the
radio is on.

“There's less fights and less
vandalism,” Rudberg said. “It
keeps them from being bored.”

Turning off the radios would
expose children to werse things
that go on between them, like

foul language. Kids admonish
other kids to be quict so they can
listen to the radio, she aaid.

It-all comes down to communi-
cation. “You would be surprised
how many people don't know
their bus drivers,” she said. "It
just takea a simple hello.”

Rudberg snd.her husband
have two children, nges 6 and 4.
She comes from n family of bua
drivera with experience in tho
Farmington School District.
Jamie Ryan, her mother, has
been a driver for almost 18
years. Her 'mother-in-law, Kath-
leen Rudberg, is a retired driver
and dispatcher, who was
employcd 10 years. Della Con-
nors, her sister-in-law, has been
a driver about six years.

Try as they might, parents
can't keep children in a bubble,
Rudberg said. “We live in a
world where children will be
exposed to things. 1 can't shelter
my kids 24 hours a day.”

That doesn't mean she is toler-
ant of improper language or ony-
thing inapproprinte on the bus.
“You have to have some respon-
sibility,” Rudberg said.
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daughtor teld a driver she wasn't
allowed to listen to rock-nnd-roll,
the radio stayed on.

“They'ra tnught respect and
courtesy for others in school,”
Ewald said, reforring to Hill-
side’s recent honors as a state
and national school of excellence.
“It's a Blue Ribbon School. Con't
we have Blue Ribbon buses?”

Her concern, like that of other
parents, {s that everyone's dis-
cretion in terms of what's appro-
priate for children is different.
“There roally should bo aome
kind of a standard. I think it
would be best if they didn’t have
music at all.”

Seeking comment

Maxfield intends to approach
clementary school principals
about the issuc, but said he has
never noticed a problem when he
occasionally rides district buses,

“Over time, they {bus drivers}
haove received considerable sup-
port from students and parents
for using the radio to create n
comfortable environment on the
bus,” he said in a letter to par-
ents.

According to Maxficld, an
infu‘rmnl poll could have been

The following is a list of recreational activ-
lties offered through the city of Farmington
Hills. For information about any of these

puents, call (248) 473-1800:
FRIDAY NIGHT MADNESS

' Kids nges 6-12 can enjoy an cvening ol
swimming, movies, food and organized
games from 7 to 11 p.m. Friday, Dec. 21 at
the Costick Activities Center in Farmington

Hills.

. Registration is required by 4:30 p.m. the

day of the program.

MEN'S BASKETBALL

Team registration for men's Sunday night
league basketball is now open. Games start

Jan. 8.

The cost is $10 per person.

For more information call 473-1800.
WINTER/SPRING PROGRAMS

Winter/Spring program registration for
residenta begins Tuesdny, Dec. 18.

OPEN GYM

The William Costick Activities Center

gym, on 11 Mile between Middlebelt and

FREE

Diamonds & Gold

with the purchase of the

Dintrich Family's

Jor her,

Sor him,

or Mahogany Mink Car
(70 87 50)

'Y Laily: IO-NQ s
b, Rl fi e

{ Looking For The Perfect Gift . . .

é‘m%(?ﬁa«a&da&u

“Christmas Mink Coat”

Natural Femal:_- Mink Coat

(dobn)  W%um 93,997
Natural Blackglama, Ranch

fom 54,297

Dittrich’s Own Extended Payment Plan Available

Hicomfleld Hills
Thre & [

Siarting At:

Coat

Only:
1830

BRACELE
FRE
DIAMONDS
FOR HER

. S
ad . &
ot 5
,e’;/

o o7 FREE
GO

14 k1 Golg

Sy 1347

Denoil (313 K73-8300
Bloomlickd Hillsed 248) 612- XX}

getcozy

WITH OUR

entire
stock or

SWEATERS

touy one

receive an additional

DRESSBARN

Mot vand on 50% off merchandise, gift cerlicates,

previous pUICTISes of ayakays ‘Cannol be combined wilh
any other otfer or coupon. Ont

Esalres 122300

DRESSBARN

Misses & Woman Sizes 4-24
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Inkster, is offering ndult basketball 9 nm, to
11 a.m. Sundays, adult volleyball 11 a.m. to
1 p.m. Sundays and teen basketball 1-3 p.m.
Sunday, Cost for residents 17 and younger is
$2, and $4 for non-residents; and $3 for resi-
dents 18 and older, $5 for non-residents.
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i by either obtaining a
parent list from her school or
interviewing the parents whe
come to bus stops.

“In that cose, we would have

certainly asked the driver not to.

use the radio during that run,”
he said,

Norris chose not to poll par-
ents whose children rode the
same school bus. “The majority
is not always correct,” she said,

Sue Kin who represents Farm-
ington bus drivers declined com-
ment on the radio issue, defer-
ring to Zan Alley, the Uniserv
director for the Farmington
Michigan Education Association,
“This isn’t a union issuec so I
don’t have an opinion,” Alley
snid, adding the unien would
took at nny policy if propesed.

Some drivers use the radio as
a reward system for good behav-
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ior, said Farmington Transporta-
tion Direetor Bill Tousley. “It’s
child control,” Tousley said. *If
they bohave they can listen to
the radio, as long as it's not
offensive.”

Drivers can't turn the radio
low for their own use, because
the speakers are in back of the
bus, Tousley said.

Getting the word out
Norria has shared her con-
corns with PTA nowslettor edi-
tors and now invites nny intef-
eated parent to contact her with

_ their concerns and hopafully

include copies of their correapon-
denco to school administrators.
Her e-mail is MattNorrisFami
ly@aol.com. : .

Norris has climbed the ladder
of school administration with her
concern, beginning with trans-
portation superintondent Bill
Tousley, Cheryl Cannon, who s
assistant superintendent of busi-
ness, finance, and opnrntinns"
School Board Member Frank
Reid, and finally Maxfield,

Norris' complaints to Cannon
about material on WDRQ-83.1
FM were successful. .

“I have monitored the songs
being played while my children
are on the bus,” Norris snid.
“Maony of the songs havae lyrics |
about sex. One song repeatedly
deseribed a sexual act ‘with the
girl next door.' Another song hos
‘sexunl healing, 1 need sexunl
healing’ as its lyrics,”

Cannon concluded in a Jan.
31, 2001, lctter, “Based upon
your letter, I did listen to 83,1
FM over the weekend and agrée
that this station should not be
played. We have, therefore,
instructed drivers not to play
this, or similar stations.” :

Norris also complained about
terrarist information and com-
mentary presented on National
Public Radio.
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For a crystal chandelier to be
a potential heirloom, it must
bave verifiable ancestry.
Schonbek crystal hangs in
‘Buckingham Palace and the

.Schonbek company dates

“back to 1870 to Bohemia.
_We invite you to'stop by and
view our Schonbek collection. Styles
range from Renaissanceto retro to
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l BEYOND LIGHTING™

Lighting Fixtures, Lamps, Celling Fans, Mirrors, Art Work,

Clocks for Every Decor

www.brosesloctrical.com

Mon., Tuss., Wed., Sat. 9:30-8:00
Thurs,, Frl. 9:30-8:00
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Sale 10 Days
Oonlyt?

AEEE
-




