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men and now I'm looking at
parts that I'm too old for.”

Scott Crownover, a 28-yenr-old
Novi resident, is just starting hia
carcer a8 n full-time actor. He's

have the faith that something is
going to come up and that you're
supposed to do it. I decided thil
is what I wns going to do no mat-
ter how hnrd it would be.”

C

been in the b for six
cars.

“I'm directed by God,” he said.
“I wouldn't have the strength to
do it if I wasn't. It's an incredibly
tough business and you have to

has landed parts at
Meadowbrook, Jewish Ensemble
Theater in West Bloomfield, Per-
formance Network in Ann Arbor
and a lot summer theater, as
well as out of state venues.

They served you Breakfast.
They gave you Pie.
Now we're gonna stuff your face.
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“TWO THUMBS UP!"

- €BERT G ROEPER
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When there just weren't any
parts, Crownover took sido jobs,
like working ae a substitute
teacher to pad his income.

“I haven't had to do that a lot,”
ho said. “I'm very, very fortu-
nate,”

He's also a member of the
unions, Screen Actors Guild and
Actars Equity Association, that
stipulato il actors work a cortain
amount of hours they have to bo
paid a certain amount of money.
Howaver, some thoaters can’t
afford to pay union wages.

To stay in the business,
Crownover said, actors must
believe they have a special taj-
ent,

“It's true, you only have one
life,” he said. “Go for it. Try com-
munity theater and different
venues whilo you're working. It's
exciting, but be propared
because, there is no job security
in acting. You're always waiting

for another job, You have to
work hard,”

Charlotte Leisinger knows the
fooling of not having a lot of
parts availnble.

At 59, sho's been acting for 40
years, but sho had to hold a full-
time day job to carn moncy. Sho
worked for Ameritech, got an
oarly retiremont when she was
63 and went to graduate school
to earn her master's degree in
acting.

She's been a full-time actor
ever since. 3

Her major in college was the-
ater, but after she graduated,
she said: “I had to mako a liv.
ing.” “The only people who
should go into this job should do
it becauso if thoy don‘t do it you
don’t broathe right,” she added,
“If you're older, it can be frus-
trating, because thero aren't that
many parts. The biggest thing is
looking for the next job. Acting

can be very rowarding. When it
goes right there’s nothing bet-

ter,

‘While she has done a couplo of
commaercinls, her true love ia to
be on stage.

“I didn’t retire to sell Ford,”
Leisinger said. *I retired to do
parts in plays.”

So, like 60 many other actors,
she calle tho actor's unjon hot
lino to hear tho list of auditi

walking dogs. .
“And if thoy got a call for out;
of town jobs they can leave with-
out hurting anyone desperately.”,
Lelsinger said. .
Sandra Love Aldrich always
wanted to bo an actress. But, she
too, had to find a day job to make
her dream come true. .
“I do primarily livo stage and
most people who do just live
ly can't make a

“That's basically how it goes -
smiling all the timo,” she said.
“If you only do stage work in the
Detroit area, you're homeless,
Most of the theaters around pay
$200 a week with usually aix
performances Thursday through
Sunday. Semo are more. Some
are leas. Mondowbrook pays
more. Jt’s impossible to eat and
house yourself with that.”

A lot of her friends who work
a8 actors hold jobs, like deliver-
ing nowspapers, waitressing and

stage
living,” ahe said. “Most people
keop their 9 to 6 jobs whichl
menns you're limited to theators
where they rehearse in the
evening.” H
Threo years ngo she took an
carly retirement s n teacher in
the Detroit Public School Dis-
trict, 8o sho could pursue her
real passion - to act full-time;
Being a black, femalo, actor, shg
snid, limita the number of roles. .
“I couldn’t quit my job, because
there wasn't enough work to sus-
tain mo,” explained Lovd
Aldrich, who is a single mom of

two children,
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