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1f there's a tiny box containing
jowelry for a loved one beneath
your Christmas tres - or soon to
be placed there ~ consider tap-
ping the sentiments behind the

gift.

- Jot them down in a thoughtful
- note. Say n few words when the

wrapping paper is coming off.

Indeed, jewelry spasks for
itself.

But therein is the problem.
Years later, it's more than likely
the story surrounding your jow-
elry gift will be told and heard
again and again.

That's because jewelry has a
better than average chance of
becoming a family heirloom.

. And, as it travels from one gen-
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| Now and forever
Jewelry tends to keep giving

eration to tho next, the story
behind it - the event it marked
and the relationship between
giver and recipient ~ will make
the journey, too.

“We have so many things with
such a short life span in our
lives,” snid Steven Tapper, vice
president of Tapper's Di di
and Fine Jowelry in West Bloom-
field, where holiday shoppers
have been more mindful of jewel-
ry’s continuity than in pnst sea-

sons,

“With jewelry, there's really
this omotional baggage that’s
attached to it. It carries history
with it.

*I cannot tell you how many
times I've heard adult women
aay ‘This is my mother's ring
and it's just precious to me,” " he
said. “Whether it mekes a little
sonse or a lot in terma of the
value of the picce, they're hold-

Keepsake: Tupper shows a
$32,000 Jaeger-LeCoultre
watch that is very unique,
which makes it appealing
for a collector or keepsake.

ing on to - that picce
of jewelry.”

While the word heirloom con-
jures up images of rarc and
expensive antiques collecting
dust in relatives’ attics and safe
depaosit boxes, Tapper believes
any item of personal praperty
that’s inherited qualifies as an
heirloom.

“Heirlooms, to me, represent
keepsakes
pasged on from
one generation
to the next.
Heirlooms are

M ‘Heirlooms, to me,
represent keepsakes
passed on from one gen-
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Local malls
help at-risk
teens in
December

Three locnl mails are part-
noring with Covenant House
Michigan in December to help
at-risk youths living on the
atreets,

Laurel Park Place in Livo-
nio, Macomb Mall in Roseville
and Pointe Plaza in Grosse
Pointe have turned over store
space to the organization as
part of their Store of Dreams
program.

Covennnt House Michigan,
which provides homeless and
at-risk youths with ehelter,
food, clothing, and education-
al and vocational programs,
will accept money donations
through Monday, Dec. 31, at

Jowelry gifts: Steve Tapper; from Tappers Jewelry discusses the different types of
Jewelry that can be given as gifts to become heirlooms within peoples family.

Although jewelry that is rave,
unusual or of the highest quali-
ty, as well as particular items,
such as a diamond ring or hand-
some watch, are strong candi-

ates for
achieving heir-

* loom status,
any piece has
the potential to

net , Just : ' become a fami-
antiques” © eration to the next. ly treasure.
o why 18 “It doesn’t

jewelry com-
monly passed

Steven Tapper
—uvice president Tapper's

nlways have to
be an expen-

down ameng
other sacred
family trensures?

Gold, silver, diamonds and
gemstones are extremely
durable and appreeiate in value.
They also tend to take on mean-
ing and become symbolic.

“What is an engagement
ring?” Topper said. “It is a sym-
bol. It is symbolic of someonc’s
tove and affection for, somebody
else, and it tells the story of
those two people.”

sive picce of

jewelry," Tap-
per said. “It can simply be a
piece that's nssociated with a
tradition.”

Tapper's exclusive Tree of Life
charm, which sells for $79 in
sterling silver and $112 in a
combination of yellow gold and
sterling silver, can be engraved
with a personal message and
given to celebrate a holiday or
tradition, for instance.

“Even when you purchase jew-

elry for yourself, it's usually a
reward,” seid Brian T. Schubot,
president of Jules R. Schubot
Jewelers in Troy. “Jewelry is
usually presented to mark a spe-
cial occasion or evant.”

‘While holiday shoppoers aren't
necessarily looking for future
heirlooms to give to loved ones
this Christmas, Schubot has
noticed a preference for classic,
as opposed to flashy or trendy,
jewelry.

“I think, in light of recent
events, people are focusing more
on family snd connectivity from
gencration to generation,”
Schubot said.

Tapper, too, sees a relation-
ghip botween shoppers’ gift
choices and recent ovents.

“There'a always been that sen-

i 1 tion with jewel-

STAIY PHOTOS BY TOX LosTens the mnll stores.

The participating malls are
owned and managed by

h k i & Compa-
ny, which was founded in
1920 and is based in South-
field.

Donations will bonefit
Covenant House Michigan's
Adopt-o-Teen program and a
building renovation project
that will double the number of
available rooms at a shelter.
The shelter project is sched-
uled to begin next spring.

Covenant House Michigan
was established in 1997 and is
at the corner of 1-98 and Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Boulevard
in Detroit. The first Covennnt
House wns established in
1973 as o small Mission Inn
in lower Manhattan.

For more information about

ry, but I belicve Sept. 11 made
us all think long and hard about
who we are and about our fami-
lies. I know, for myself, there
are sgome thinga I want put aside
for my family.”

Covenant House Michigan,

A Tappers
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exclusive piece made out
of silver is very popular as
a keepsake among family
members.

call (313) 463-2005 or visit
www.covenanthousemi.org on
the Internet. For more infor-
mation on the Store of Dreams
program, call (734) 347-1963.

Mklemic@oe.homecomm.net
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