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Cayman’s warm in winter

BY JUDITH DONER BERNE
SPECIAL WRITER

Tiny Grand Cayman Island,
together with its even tinier ais-
ter islands of Cayman Brac and
Little Cayman, scem a good des-
tination for theso times.

Just southwest of Cuba and
only about an hour's Night from
Florida, they nre an-easy, for-
cign, warm-wenther getaway for

metro-Dotroiters, That's despite -

the fact that the Caymans' status
a8 a British protectorate somo-
what ovarwhelms their Caymani-
an roots.

Only at Australia’s Barrier
Reef have I scen waters so clear
that you can sce stingrays from
as high up as the second deck of
a boat. I have rarely swum in
ocean waters so warm. In fact,
the best part of the Caymans is
under water. .

Ship wrecks, tunnels and
shark alleys beckon divers,
Stingray City, colorful fish and
coral gardens are available to
oven the most novice snorkler.
And the bounty of washed-up
coral lures beach combers nlong
the silky soft sands of Soven Mile
Beach.

As mare avid sightsecgs than
beach combers, we couldn't help
but notico how very nbbreviated

- the number of on-land sights to
sec in Cayman were in the guide
books we scanned ahoad of the
trip.

That was further decumented
our first night by the man seated
at the next table to us at the
wonderful Calypso Grill.

He and his wife have come for

* “a week for each of the past eight
years, he toid us. I love it
Decause I don't Jike to sightsce.”

But he does like to eat weil.
He proceeded to share with ua
his favorite restauranta — hended
by Calypso Grill, and featuring
Smuggler's Cove and Club Medit~
eraneo, which wo hit for lunch,
The good news is we never had a
bad men! in Cayman, also dining
at Grand Old House and The
Wharf{. The bad ncws is that
prices are high, as they are for
almost anything for purchase in
Caymon.

But Calypso Grill, owned by o

olive ofl and onion. Our fresh fish
entrees — yellow fin tuna and a
crustod, baked grouper with
grilled fresh vegetables — wore
outstanding. And don't misa the
sticky toffeo pudding, that I can
still tasto,-

I would amend our cight-time
Cayman-goer's no sightseeing
statement by saying that the
sightseeing is better than the
shopping.

No bargains at all — and little
that you can't find at home. But
there's ot least a doy's worth of
sights to take in on 22-mile-long,
cight-mile-wide (ot its widest)
Grand Coyman,

Renting a jeop, while remem-
bering to drive on the loft, is the
best way to go. We saw very few
motorscooters and bikes-on the
road, although thoy are avail-
able.

Highlights for ua were the row
of historic fishermen's' homes in
West Bay and Pedro St. James,
the island's oldest building.. This
restored plantation home with ita
pleasant grounds and ccean
views is where both

So cute: A

- stingray's
faceis
friendly
and love-
- able.

journey over to Cayman Brac or
Littlo Cayman, where people and
amenities are at a minimum. On
Grand Cayman itself, the Mastic
Trail and botanical gardens got
good reviews.

We stayed at tha Westin
Casuarina Resort, on the nicest
section of Seven Mile Beach, The
rooms were nice, but not specinl
considering the price. We henrd
people  complaining  that
although the hotel was just a
quarter full, they refused to
upgrade those who had braved
the airways to come. We stopped
in to sce the top hotel, the Hyatt,
1t jsluxurious and has its own
golf course, However, most of it is
on the other side of the road from
Seoven Mile Bench. A Ritz Carlton:
is on the rise, but construction,
we were told, has been hampered
by environmental problems.

Native Caymanians come in
every color. Any island tensions,
we wero told by a 20-year-resi-
dent, are mostly between the ex-
Patriots who come to the island
to take the higher-skilled jobs
and tho C i But it gen-

and the abolition of slavery were
declared. The multi-media pro-
sentation that runs about 26
minutes is worth seeing.

PTo be fair, the sights in the

crally takes the form of jealousy,
since crime jg almost non-cxis-
tent.

Is it my faverite island? No
way. But its crystal clear waters,
fine and a beach that

' capital of G:

— the national muscum, govern-
ment buildings and the banking
houscs that make Grand Cay-
man the seventh largest interna-
tional banking epcration — were
closed on Saturday afternoon
when we visited. And the Cay-
man Turtle Farm, billed as the
island's most popular touriat
ion, had been wiped out by

delightful was the
best. The simple House green
anlad, was dresacd from his
wife's recipe of rice wine vinegar,

the carly November hurricane
that hit Cuba even harder.
Naturalista might want te
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Judith Doner Berne, a West
Bloontfield resident, s o former
managing editor of The Eccentric
Newspapers. She is an Eecentric
op ed columnist and a frequent
contributor to the Arts and
Leinure scction. Your questions
are welcome by calling (734) 953+
2047 or by ¢-mailing jberne@
att.net -
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- Great Times

On Exhibit!

See “World Tales,”
a performance that
combines storytelling.

THIS FRIDAY!

December 28— i o e dragons
Family Friday Cherokee animals, and

an Aesop classic.

Friday hours

10 am-9 pm
Activities 6-9 pm

Activitles are FREE

with museum !

admission unless 1
otherwise noted, '

Holiday Week i
at the DIA

Storytelling
December 24-30
hoon ),

December 28 -
noon. 6:30& 8p.m.

December 29 -
2p.m.

Open until 5 December 31 -
;/, ?p_m' qvery ,: noon & 3 p.m.
| Fridaywithart, % pypoet Performances
food, shopping, “Oh. Anansi”
and miore. a West African folklale.
Frigstie, i O
) “World Tales.” a mulll-cultural
puppet production.
December 29 & 30
noon &3 p.m. Extended

Tickets: §5 adults;
$3 children 12 and under:

Holiday Hours:

10 am. ~ 6 p.m.

DIA members $3.

For fickets catl the December 26 & 27
DIA Box office 10am —9pm

at 313/833-4005., December 28

10 a.m. = 6 p.m.
December 29, 30 & 31

Closed
Christmas Eve
and Christmas Day

FINAL WEEKS!

On view until
December 31, 2001

Featured exhibition:

Artists Take on Detroit,

featuring 15 artists
giving us their

take on Detroit. § .
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The Detrolt Instltute of Arts { £
5200 Woodward Avenue i1

313/633-7%00 =

. For membership information | 5

<all 313/833-7971, §

www.dla.org E
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