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Supplement
lists foreclosures

Special supplement: The
Observer and Eccentric
newspapers will dis-
tribute a special 24-page
publication for the Oak-
land County Treasurer’s
Department, called
“Notice of Foreclosure”
beginning Dec. 27. This
publication lists thou-
sands of business and res-
idential properties and
the amount of back taxes
owed on them. Copies of
the supplement will be
available for purchase at
a cost of 75¢ each, at the
Farmington Observer
office, 33411 Grand River:
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A 14-year-old Farmington Hills boy,
who haa a record of personal and fami.
-1y troubles, is facing charges in Probate
Court this week in tho attempted rape
of a woman around midnight Friday in
the Greon Hill Apartments complex,
said police Chiof William Dwyer.

Police aaid the boy confessed to threo
abduction attempts thia month in two
Farmi ills ap! lox

8.
The first two attempts had police
issuing warnings to women living }n
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Hills boy caught in

those complexes to be on thefr guard.
- Dwyer said the lntest attack was the
most violent:

According to police on Friday, the
youth, whose family lives in the Green
Hill complex, broke into an apartment
in the complex and called an escort ser-
vice to the apartment, The apartment
ownera returned so the suspect fled
through a back door, but was waiting
for the woman.

He put a butcher's Knifa to her back
ond covered her mouth and took her
into the stairwell of another apartment
building and allegedly tried to rape her
five times, Dwyer snid.

The woman put up a struggle,
scratching and pinching the suspect.
She managed to escape and ran to the
car in which she arrived with a driver,
‘The driver called 911.

Tho victim was treated for minor
injurios and released from Botsford
Hospital,

Throughout the night, officers
scarched the aren and found a roll of
duct tape in a nearby woods nnd a
newspaper ad for an cscort servico in a

carport.

By doylight police had & composite of
the suspect and canvassed the aren
asking residenta if they had any infor-
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mation.

Onc woman said she had scen the
youth hanging around the area after -
midnight, Dwyer said,

Police received consent to search the
apartment by the boy’s parents and
found clothing belonging to the Intest
victim,

“In every attack, his boldness was
incrensing,” Dwyer said.

The previous attacks occurred in the
Green Hill complex around 7 p.m. Dec.
16., while the other was around 6:45
p.m. Dec. 4 in the Windemore Apart.
ments on Halatead north of 10 Mile.
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Still shopping

BY PAUL R. PACE
STAFY WIUTER
ppace@oe.homecomm.net

While the stato and national
economica have suffered in
recent months, local residents
and businesscs have reported
their holiday shopping habits or
sales figures wero not drastical-
ly changed compared to laat
year.

Shoppers at the Target Store
in Farmington Hills were busy
doing last-minute gift buying
on Christmas Eve.

Despite economic woes,
local shopping holds up

“I'm here for the last minute
things my husband forgot to
get,” laughed Both Rice of
Farmington Hills, who was
shopping at the department
store with her young daughter
Rebecca, thero to buy a toy fora
relative.

The economy affected Beth's
buying this holiday only a little
bit, she said.

James and Kathy Balow of
Houston were up visiting their
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Shop 'tll you drop: Marlene Roe of
Livonia puts a bag in her trunk from
DOTS. Her friend, Kim Booker, said
she would be looking for deals on
wrapping paper.

Bargaln
hunters:
Natalie
Dawson
(right),
stocks up
for a new
apartment
at Central -
Michigan
University.
She and
mom,
Karen
Dawson of
Farmington
Hills were
shopping in
downtown
Farmington
on the day
after
Christmas.
Karen got
some orna-
ments from
" 'thé Bon Toil
Shoppe.
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Hills should
weather out
financial
storm

BY PAUL R, PACE
STAFF WRITER
ppacc@oe.homecomm.nct

The city of Farmington Hills should
be nble to weather out the storm of the
downturn in the state cconomy, and an
anticipated decline in stato shared rev-
enues that supports the city’s budget.

According to suditors with Plante &
Moran, the state’s slowing economy
will affect citics as lawmakers eut rev-
enues for communities to make up for
a deficit in tho state budget.

" The Hills' fund balance of $56.8 mil-
lion allows enough leeway for expected
and-u i financial ch

without affecting the level of service
provided to citizens, snid Douglas
Plante oram; ~Te e -,

Auditors delivered the annual finan-
cial report at n recent council meeting,
pointing out the city's property tax
rate has remained virtuatly the same
for the pnst five years.

So far, nuditors predict lawmakers
may cut state shared revenues by 1.3
percent. Those revenues account for
nbout 19 percent of the city's total gen-
eral fund revenues.

The city's fund balance of nearly $6
million accounts to about seven weeks'
worth of expenditures.

Other factors that could affect the
city's budget in the future, auditors
snid, are telecommunication proposals
being debated by legislators. Under
one scenario, the city could lose a
share of its lease revenues from
telecommunication companies that use
the city's rights-of-way.

For fisca! year ending June 30, 2001,
general fund revenues totaled
$43,453,000, while expenditures
totnled $39,735,000.

Among the highlights of the audit

are:
# The city's taxable value increnae[‘d

BY HUGH GALLAGHER
BTAYP WRITER
hgallagher@oehomecomm.net

Imagine a dynamic metropolis of
high-tech industries, just-on-time
delivery centers, international corpo-
rato headquarters and a rich mix of
high-end hotels, restaurants, recre-
ation complexes and shopping malls to
support it,

Now imagine this 21st century devel-
opmont being anchored by Wayno
County Dotroit Metropolitan Airport

Tee Phll Cower's column, A7

and Willow Run Airport.

John Knsarda saya Southenst Michi-
gan ig ready for an “acrotropolia.”

Kasarda, director of the Kenan Insti-
tute of Private Enterprise and distin-
guished profeasor of management at
the Kenan-Flager Business School,
University of the North Carolina, pre-
sented his vision to a group of commu.
nity and business leaders Dec. 18 nt n
meoting organized the Wayne County
Department of Jobs and Economic
Development.

Knsarda has signed a $63,000 4-1/2
month contract with Wayne County to
holp dofine nnd market development
ideas and business strategies around
the airports nnd help target potential
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Adviser offers dynamic vision for ‘aerotropolis’!

attracting international corporate *
headquarters.

“What are the factors that are ulti-
mately going to affect inveators, pri-
vate sector investment in and around
the airports?” he said.

Current planning

Work has already begun on trans-
forming the area around the county's
two international airports. The pro-
posed Pinnacle Acropark, an 1,800-acre
mixed uso project in Romulus and

Huren T hip, is expected to nttract

" office, commercial and high-tech indus-
trial development, hotels and an 18-
hole golf course.

Romulus, Huron Township, Taylor
and Wayne County have also contract-
ed with McKonna Assaciates to draw
up a master plan for a “ring rond”
development connecting the two air-
ports. Sally Hodges, vice president of
McKenna Associates, presented the

Future aerotropolls: This Wayne County map shows the ring road
connecting Metro and Willow Run airports and current land use.

davelopers for the proposed Pinnacle
Acropark development south of Metro

rport.
Kasarda said he will be looking nt
how airports help cut costs, incrense

248-477-5450

productivity and expand mnrket reach.
Ho said ho will be looking at trons-
portation logistica, especially at Willow
Run with its extensivo cargo business.
And he will look at strategies for

proposal at the Dec. 18 meeting at the
Crown Plaza Hotel, just north of the
airport.

The ring road development would be
bounded on the cast by Inkster Road,
on the west by Willow Run Airport, on
the north by Ecorse Road and on the
south by 1-94 and enst of 1-275 by
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