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music scene:

Mamma ;o peces:

Andersson and Ulvaeus are
the composers for the music
used in Mamma Mia! and also
wrote the music for the Tim
Rico musical, “Chess.” The
musical Mamma Mia! opened
in London's West End April 6,
1999

Dee Hoty, a Broadway phe-
nomenon, said ABBA music
wasn't on her radio dial back
in the 708, but now she loves
the music,

Hoty plays the role of Donna,
the feisty 40-something single
mom, in Mamma Mia!l. The
story revolves around her and
her innocent idenlistic daugh-
tes, Sophie Sheridan, por-
trayed by Michelle Aravena,

Hoty is one of a handful of
Amecricans in the touring cast.
The touring cast comes frem
the Toronto show which
opened May 23, 2000 al the
Royal Alexandra Theater.

Vhen the original Toronto
cast of Mamma Mial went to
San Francisco to embark on its
internantional tour in Novem-
ber 2000, producers recast the
‘Toronto show,

“Haty, who has three Tony
nominations for her roles in
“Will Rogers Follies,” “Best *

Little Whorchouse Goes Pub-
lic” and “Footloose,” said she
auditioned for the role of
Mamma last January in Lon-
don,

‘A great company’

“This group is a great compn-
ny,” she said. “They are moatly
Canadian, Since I am one of
six Amecricans, I get to tease
them for tho way they talk.”

Year’s end cause to rewind for local

—
What is it
BSTgEEEE about the cnd of

the yenr that
leaves us feol-
ing 8o reflective?
From
Year's resolu-
tions to video
music count-
downs and
“Best of” lists in
maogazines, it
aeems pop oul
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Hoty is from Cleveland. Her
family is close enough for them
to come sce her at the Masonic
Temple Theatre in Detroit.
The cast hes a few days off for
Christmas before the Dotroit
opening, so Hoty is going home
to be with her family.

She's got company on the
tour, though. Single, she's
been dating Mark Zimmerman
who plays one of the dads in
the show,

And is the audience reaction
to Mamma Mia! really-as
enthusiastic as Jensen-Miller
and television commercials
state?

“Almost cvery night people
are on their feet, I've never
been in n show where people in
the audience go so nuts,” Hoty
added.
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ture must
rowind to move
farwnrd. I've nsked a few local
music-types to play their person-
al 2001 soundtracks end seo
where the needle hits the record.
Bill Keith runs WSDP Radio
for Plymouth-Canton schools
and books performers at Trinity
House Theatre in Livonia. Phil
Skarich plays bass for The
Witches and just returned from
a show in New York City where
ho verified that Detroit is still
Rock City. Richard 8. Hansen
is a local music guru whose
alter-ego DJ Lemmy Caution can
be seen on the first Thursday of
every month at the Buddha
Lounge, 8 Mile and Inkster in
Detroit. And Mark A. Dawson
performs as a solo artist and as a
drummer for Redford-based trio
The Climax Divine, The band
hits the stage Thursday, Dec. 27
at the Magic Stick in Detroit.
Here's what they all had to say
about the state of pop music:

Now |

W ‘There is always
great music being
made, often in strange
places, now is no differ-
ent.’

Richard S. Hanson

— local music guru

*“There is always great music
being made, often in strange
places, now is no different,” aaid
Hansen. “A lot of amazing atull
is gotting made right under
everyone’s noses right here in
Detroit. It just takes o bit of
looking.” .

In his search Bill Koith has

found the genro has taken a~’

decidedly dark, sexually axplicit
turn. “I'soe it especially in the
music that is marketed to teens,”
ho noted. “Add to that the music
that is rage- and anger-filled and
ét can become quite dishearten-
ng.” . :
Meanwhilo Phil Skarich docs-
n't seo much change at all. “The
overriding mentality of pop
music has been firmly cstab-
lished over the years and has
become just another institution
controlled by a very small group
of industry people,” he said.
“Which is fine with me. I would-
n't change a thing because it
serves a purpose. But I could

care less about most popular .
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music and if I have to hear
another song by that band Crecd
T'm gonna chuck my Cheerioa.”

Perhaps ovorexposure is the
‘most identifiable component of
pop music today, and n reason
for all'tho new facea. Mark Daw- -
son mentioned that “everyone's
always looking for ‘the next big
thing™

And-what might that bo in

" 20027 Hero are some predictions,

*Rap, R&B and the rhythmi-

.cnlly-bnued dance music will con-

tinua to grow by leape and
bounds,” said Keith. “I can espe-
eially seo it whon I work at u
high scheol dance. I'm encour-
aged by the growth of Americana
forms of music. Oh Brother

. Where Art Thou, cxposed 8o

many more people to bluegrass.”

‘Who to watch

" As slways, the,sounds of the

“future in’ pop,music will be

marked by artists on the rise.
For Keith, Ryan Adams is one to
watch, *His CD, Gold is wonder-
ful. On the more rock-oriented
side, I'm encouraged by the suc-
cess of P.O.D. Their music is so
powerful and it keeps a very pos-
itive vibe.”

Hansen prepared n grocery list
of goodies to cheek out. In the
rock category, he mentioned The
Cuts, Vue, Ploasure Forever and
The Hives, “Aesop Rock and
Cannibal Ox will hopefully be
big in the hip hop world,” he
said, adding “those and probably
half the bands from Detroit.”

Tho homegrawn music scene
has earned a buzz worldwide,
and those in-the-know are hint-
ing 2002 will truly be Detroit’s
year.

“From what I understand,
every papular band of 2002 will

el
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bo from Dotroit,” snid Skarich
“I_ook for Tho Wildbunch to have
thoir own variety program o
tha Fox network.”

Hansen named a fow local
avorites: esQuire, Cosmopolitan
(hip hop with go-go dancorsl,
Deadstring Brothers (heatf;
breaking gothic country). “The”
new Paybncks album is going {Q
be devastating, ns is now materi-
al from The Mood Elevator and:
The Wildbunch, whenever that’
stuff surfaces,” ho said.

Bill Keith noted ha's “always
blown away hx Dcllg 88. Thoy're:

ingly t t icinne

and songwriters. I'm also very:
impressed by Jan Krist's musie’
Her new CD The Outpost of the
Counter Culture features sottie’
grent songs.” >
Like the others, Dawsdpn
agreea it's o good timo to be'a’
musician hero, *Detroit is defi=
nitely turning out to be a focal
point on the music mep,” he.
gaid. “Perhaps if things continpe.
to progress in our direction pepr,
ple will look a little decper thgn,
Bob Ritchie or Marshall Mm.?n;‘
ers, to sce one of the most musi
cally diverse cities in the coun:
try, mayba the world,” he said.
Music, as alwoys, comes down:
to personal taste. “Go watch the
bands that give you that aame:
special feeling that you got from:
gaing too high'on the swing sot’
in the 3rd grade,” recommended’
Skarich. =
‘What more can you really unil':)_‘:
Stephanie Angelyn Casolp,
wishes everyone a happy 2002.
She writca about popular mugic,
for the Obserper & Eccentris;
Newspapers and can be reached:
at (248) 625-1900, ext, 12 or by'SS.
mail .
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explore winter traditions
through hands-on activiti
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Dec. 26 - Go down undet to

explores sclence and musie!
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sphlt of giving durlng Boxing Day, Donate a non-perishable
food ltem and recelve $1 off admission today only
. ¢

Dec. a7 - Celebrate the continent of Asla with a visit from
Father Christmas to learn what the Easth gives to us.

. .
Dec. 2B - Travel to Central Ametlca for Guadalupe Day as
*jack and the Beanstatk* comes to life dutlng & puppet show.
e

. Dec. 29 - Discover Natlve American winter
traditions as we celebrate North America.

Don't miss Mostly Music, an Interactive exhibit that
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