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NEW YORK (AP) - Therc's
been a ton of Oacar buzz for “In
the Bedroom” and for its stars,
Sissy Spacek and Tom Wilkin-
son, whose performances earned
them o Special Jury Prize at this
year's Sundance Film Festival,

. Every bit of praise they've
received is deserved.
. The filmis n feature

the local choral music teacher;
his father, Matt (Wilkinson), the
town doctor. Their days are long
and idyllic, filled with cookouts
and Little League gamea.

. But Natalio's ex-husband,
Richard (William Mapother),
part of the prominent family
that owns the town cannery,
feols jenlous and threatened by
his ex-wife's new lover. After
several lncrcuaingly contentious

debut from director Todd Field,
beat known until now as the
pianist who introduces Tom
Cruise’s character to a sccrot
world of dark orgics in “Eyes
Wide Shut.”

Spacek — a five-time Oscar
nomince who won for 1980’8
“Coal Miner's Daughter” - and
Wilkinson provide an achingly
honest portrayal of parents
whose marringe nearly collapsea
under the strain of their son's
murder.

Based on a short story by
Andre Dubus, “In the Bedroom”
accurately depicts how peoplo
grieve in different ways. It's also
a fascinating exploration of the
steps ordinary people take under
extraordinary circumstances,

Frank Fowler (Nick Stahl), an
architecture student home for
the summer and working as o
lobsterman in the small, coastal
town of Camden, Maine, is hav-
ing a fling with Natalie (Marisa
Tomei), an older, divorced moth-
er of two.

His mother, Ruth, (Spacek) is

Richard showa
up at Natalie's house one day
and shoota Frank to death.

Shocking aa tho moment is, it's
not really what “In the Bedroom”
is about. The film follows the
ways in which the Fowlers'

ingly strong bond dissol
after an integral part of their
lives is ripped from them.

Ruth wants to yell; Matt tries
to connoct with her through
gmall talk and tiny complimenta.
But they ond up withdrawing
further and further from each
other ~ she with mind-numbing
1 ight TV and ch X
ing, he with yard work and
sleeping pilla.

When they do finally speak, in
an argument thot is so brutally
honest, it’s agonizing to watch;
they unleash decades of blame
and resentment that perhaps
they never knew they had. The
secene has a raw intensity,

From the very beginning,
though, Ficld's pacing provides
subtle tension, even during
seemingly happy moments ~ the
rustling of wind through the

confr

Haunting ‘In the Bedroom’

is one of year’s best films

trees, breaking the silence on a
lazy afternoon; Natalie’s tiny
shrieks that aimultancously
sound frisky and frightened os
her young lover chases her
through a meadow.

Ficld, who co-wreto the script,
has created o thorough sense of
place that New Englanders will
appreciate; he spent time grow-
ing up in Maine, and it shows,
from tho reserved way the
Fowlers' frienda and neighbors
react to Frank's murder to the
tiniest details. Red Sox broad-
casts crackle on the speakers
from the AM sports radio sta-
tion; a can of Moxie, a brand of
soda that's popular in New Eng-
land, is visible on n refrigerator
shelf when Ruth goes for o mid-
night snack.

And all the accents are believ-
able and not overdone - especial-
ly Wilkinson's. (The British
nctor, who co-starred in “The
Full Monty,” immersed himself
in the Maine lobatering culture
to propare for the role.)

Deapite the stars' strong per-
formances, the supporting play-
cors must not be ignored. During
his briof time on screen, Stahl is
bright-eyed, charming and mag-
netic. Tomel, in the best work of
her inconsistent carcer, is palpa-
bly shattered.

“In the Bedroom” is gorgeous.
1t ia haunting. It may just be the
best movie of the year.

A Miramnx Films relense, “In
tho Bedroom” runa 122 minutes.
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COMING ATTRACTIONS

Opened Tuesday, Dec. 25

N THE BEDROOM

The story of a doctor from Malne and his
wile who teaches a high school chorus
group. They ore forced 10 strugglo with
1he grief and emotiona) bludgeoning that
comes thelr way when their son becomes
involved with an elder woman. Stars Tom
Wilkinson, Slssy Spacek, Nick Stahf,
Matisa Tomet, Justin Ashforth, Karen
Alfen, Witliam Mapother, Celia Weston,
Willlam Wise, Directed by Tedd Field.

THE SHIPPING NEWS

A struggling newspapor writer, Quoyle,
retums to the smalt fishing town In New *
foundiand where his family hos long tived
in, with his two young dpughters, aRer 3
troumatizing experience with thelr moth-
er. Stars Kevin Spacey, Jullanne Moore,
Cato Blanchett, Dame Judi Dench, Scott
Glenn, Rhys ltans, Pete Posticthwalte and
Jason Behe, Directed by Lasse Hallstrém.

At

Casslus Clay (Wil Smith) was 8 smart-
talking. fast-stepping ball of fire, in the
ring. and out, who lit up prafesslonsal
sparts in the 1960's, eventually dropping
his slave name and becoming Muhammad
All, and rofusing to go to Viatnam. Fea-
tured players include Wil Smith, Michoel
Bentt, Glancario Esposito, Jamle Foxx
ond Jada Pinkett Smith.

IMPOSTER
Based on Phillp K. Dick's 1953 shont story,

this futeristic drama tells of & ime when
Earth is ot war with nrd alien roce. The
oction tums on the character of Spence
Olham {Gary Sinise), ono of many scien-
Usts researching new weapons thal could
dafeot tha enemy. Attested by ho sacret
sentice and taken to tho moon, Spence Is
10ld he b 8 robot, planted on Earth by the
aliens, What follows Is a joumey of settdis-
covery in which the question is posed: *Am
1human? Or am | just programmed to
believe | am human?” Featured among the
ensemblo are Madelcine Stowe, Vincent
D'Onatrlo, Toay Shathoub and Mekhl Phifer.

Scheduled to open Friday. Doc.28

CHARLOTTE ORAY

This Is the story of Chardatto Geay, a Scot-
tish woman who jolns the French Resls-
tanco during World War 11 In an offort to find
ber RAF pifot fover who was shot down in
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The Greatest:
Will Smith
plays flamboy-
ant heavy-
weight champ
Muhammad
Ali in the new
Michael Mann

film bio “Ali,”
which opened
Christmas
Day.

France, Along

the way, sho has an affair with o French
rosistance fighter. Stars Cate Blanchett,
Billy Crudup, Michael Gambon and Rupert
Penny-Jones. Directed by Gilllan Ammstrong.

BLACK HAWX DOWN

The story centers on the harrowing tue
account of a group of elito U.S. soldiers
sent to Mogadishu, Somolin in October
1993 ps part of 8 U.N. poacekeeping
opoeration, Their mission: to obduct Sever
ol 1op lleutenants of o Somalian warlord
s part of 8 stategy to quall tha civl wor
that Is tearing oway at the country, The
carolully ptanned mission goes temibly
wrong, tesulting in the U.S. milltary's sin-
gle biggest firefight since Vietnom. Fea-
fured among the ensemblo ara Josh Hort:
nett, Tom Slzemare, Ewan Mcgregor, Ron
Eldard and Jerermy Piven.

W

BER

[ Tad

MART, SEXY AND TOTALLY

SATISFYING COMEDY!

Meg Ryan and Hugh Jackmian are the sereen couple of the year!"
-Shawn Edwards, FOX-TV

/W0 THUMBS UP!

Meg Ryan is 30 loveable in this Alm!"-ame e
~EBERT & RO

“C/HE HOLIDAY ROMANCE
AM"E‘RICA HAS BEEN

TING FOR!

on INNieols, CBS-TV

9 GOLDEN GLOBE A¥ARD _NOMINEE

& BEST ACTOR - Hucn Jackuny
:‘._%.4‘_ BEST SONG « snve -*Unm.r

Meg Ryan
Hugh Jackman
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Extension Issuance!

Antwerp Jewelers, a Michigan Company
sole proprietarship, pursuant to MCL 442.211-442,222, governing
MICHIGAN REGULATED LIQUIDATION SALES
Is hereby grantad for liquidation ol assels a limited permit 30 day extension.

tock the State ol Nhclugan

Due to o inability 10 sell @ majarity of ¢
1 extension

has peanted i tempor

OVER 11,000 PIECES of HEIRLOOM
QUALITY JEWELRY .& LOOSE GEMS

Draé]:lc After X-mas Price Reductions!
Must Sell Out By Year End

LIQUIDATION PRICES
SLASHED AGAIN!

MANY PRICES BELOW COST
Dealers by appointment only

Thu & Fri 10-9
Saturday 10-9

Antwent

One of America's premier {rc litional jewelers
Since 1949

GLENN BEDNARSH, PRESIDENT

6209 ORCHARD LAKE RD.
WEST BLOOMFIELD

248-855-0003




