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work, home and school reaponsi-
bilities, Thoae k ingly unable

instant mistnke. But it will be

to do so need to re-think whether
thoe program suits them or not,
*It’s not an easy way of learn-
ing for every peraon,” Jeffresa
said. “It takea an awful lot of
dedication to get through an on-
line course. If any student thinks
an on-line course is quick, dirty
and eaay they've made nan

for an g num-
ber of students in the future.
They'll either want to or have
o

OMNIBUS grad Bosnjakovski
agreed that the program ia time-
consuming and difficult. But the
rowards are clearly spelled out
when someone signs up before
the first year, and people know

success from page C4

|
might be warking in tandemon a
project in busincas finance or
accounting.

But those concerns easily are
outweighed by the pluses: a flex-
ible program where dedicated
“non-traditionnl” students who
also have joba and houscholds to
juggle nre able to earn the

degree they might sorely need to .

get that next job or promotion.

Ride and learn

When Bednark found out
about the online program, it
meant a chance to do something
she wanted to do immediately
after high school, but had to wait
on while getting married and
raising a family. Kaye Lynnetto
and Ken Bednark were married
{n 1984, and their children now
bre age 12 and 18,
¢ “I alwaya wanted to go to col-
lege. I just did it in o different
order,” said Kaye Lynnctte Bed-
nark with a smile.

She told her mom about the
learning opportunity and
Buchanan quickly got on the
OMNIBUS, so to speak.

“I was getting older and I
knew I nceded a degree, in case I
needed to support myself in the
{future,” Buchanan said.

Bednark said the program just
made sense for her particular
lifestyle. “1 was looking into tra-
ditional courses at different col-
leges, But when I stumbled upan
OMNIBUS I thought, ‘Great, 1
can do this on-line.’ The conve-
nience of it is what got me.

*“I also renlized [ could spend

more time studying and doing
my homework becauso there'd be
lesa time traveling and sitting in
a classroom. I figured I'd be able
to do it at home, that’s my class-
room.”
* But baing devoted without
being distracted is a challenge
for all OMNIBUS atudents to
deal with. Deing assignments
daily, even if it means burning
the midnight oil, is crucial to
stay on track, the women said,

*“You really have to atay
focused on your goal. You can’t
think, ‘I'm going to quit or give
up.’ You just keep chugging. And
when you look back, the time
goes by 8o quickly.”

‘Whenever thinga did get diffi-

cult, the mom and daughter had
each other to consult with. “We
would boost each other up when
we were feeling low nbout a pro-
ject or assignment,” Bednark
anid,
They discussed assignments
alrendy under way, ones in the
hopper and how to organize
themselves to complete thoae
tasks, And now, thoy have mas-
sive portfolios and multiple
degrees to show for their efforts,

And for the middle-nged
Buchanan, completing the
OMNIBUS program is leading to
an exciting opportunity she
never could have foreseen. She
begins teaching a Schoolcraft on.

RELIGION

NEW YEARS SERVICK .

. St, Paul's Lutheran Church will
host a New Year's Eve Service of
Holy Communion 7 p.m. Mon-
day, Dec. 81 featuring festival
settings of hymna, St. Paul's is
focated at 20805 Middlebelt,
Farmington Hills, Call (248)
474-0876.
CLASS OFFERED .
First Presbyterian church, 701
Church, Plymouth, is offering
The Alpha Course, atarting 6
g.ln. Jan, 10. This 10-week intro-

uction to the Christian faith
includes an informa) dinner and
small-group discussion cach
weck, Call (734) 463-6464.

RAISING CHILDREN

Raising Children in Today's
World will be presented by New-
burg United Methodist Church,
38500 Ann Arbor Trail, Livonia.
There will be four topics to
choose from Jan, 12, Sesslon
atart 9-10:26 a.m. Call (734)
422-0149.

FAITH IN COMMUNTTY

Good Hope Lutheran Church,
266880 Cherry Hill, Garden City
will host a series of intergenera-
tional workshops . The monthly -
two-hour seaajon begins at3 ¢
pm. Jan, 20, A soup supper will
follow., There is no charge. Call
{734) 427-3680.

a

line business course in January.
“Now, I'm going to be a profes-
sor,”

what is cxpected of them in
return.

“I don't think everyone is cut
out for a program like this,”
Bosnjakovski said. “But for
those who do decido to join
OMNIBUS, the hest advice to
give them is not to give up.

This ia one of the most
rewarding programs (they) will
havo ever signed up for.”

According to Gregorich,
instructors also need to put in
the time in order for
OMNIBUS to be offective, They
need to got to know the make-
up of students in order to cre-
ate e-mails that connect on a

personal bagis. They need to
monitor the Blackboard system
to find out when students arc
logging on to do coursework or
interact with others in their
cohort. .

“With stotistics available in
software like Blackboard, you
can sce if a student is only in a
chat room the morning of a
class,” noted Prof Dave. “Se
instructors can be clever with
that informntion, such as (to)
ask a particular question or
change an appronch.

“There’s the opportunity to be
a better master of your topic, a
better communicator because

you're looking at transcripts.”

Being ultra-perceptive with-
out having the bencfit of much
in-person interaction can be
tough, however.

Finding more waya to foster
personnl interaction is a gonl
being looked at by Schooleraft
and Madonna officials,

“Opportunities for social inter-
action, face-to-face, nre more
important than we first
thought,” Jeffress acknowl-
edged. “We need to make some
adjustments” such as hosting
socinl gntherings during the
semester.

But Bosnjakovski gives the

program high marks in the
social interaction category.

“What made this experience a
bit easier was the group of
friends that stuck together
throughout the program,” he
snid. “Everyone sticking togeth-
er, helping cach other, and tak-
ing care of each other was some-
thing I wouldn’t have expected
when 1 first joined the program.
I feel I was pnrt of something
special.”

Tweaking aside, there is
every reason to believe current
and future OMNIBUS cchorts’
will get to experience that fecl-:
ing, .
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50,—600/0 OFF choose tioma
great selection of sweaters for men, women
and children. Reg. 20.00-54.00, sale

10.00-27,00. 0 VNS, LADES SPORTSNTAR KD

AFTERCHRISTMAS

GOING ON NOW!

{

STOREWI

SAVINGS AND STYLE, ALL IN TIME FOR 2002,

feg. 22.00-20.50.

Vanity Fair and Olga.
FUHTVATE APPAREL.

Al other Bali, Vanily Fair and Qlga bras are 30% off, "l
30% oft entice stock of Warners, Barely Thereand. 3
Lily of France. Reg. 22.00-23.50, sale 15.40-20.65.
25% off entire stock of Wonderbea, Lilyette and
Jockey. Reg. 6.50-42.00, sale 4.88-31.50.
Bonus ofer: Buy two bras,
et one free by mall from Bafl,

INTIMATE APPAREL SEMIANNUAL SALE

saiE 12.9914.99-16.
OUR MOST POPULAR
STYLES FROM BALI,
VANITY FAIR AND OLGA

99

50°/o OFF Save on agreat
selection of oulerwear for men, women and
children from Kenneth Cote, Marc New York,
Perry Ellis, London Fog and many more.
Reg. 95.00-650.00, sale 47.50-325.00.
I COATS. EXCLUDES DORALD £ PLRER.

savings on red-lined clearance shoes from
Donald J Pliner, Cole Haan, Via Spiga,
Brighton, Enzo Angiolini, Bebe and many

more. Orig. 63.00-145,00, sale 39.99-86.99,

now 23.99-52.18. oy wouens s0es.

EXTRA 40% OFF tra

Mens famous

ket and Preswick & Moore di

& 39.99. 2N AAABLE AT SELECTED STORES SELECTION VARES BY STORE

Sy .
SALE 34.99 6ot seiction

of men's gzsigner danim jeans.
B Reg. 48 00-58.00. tumins

sALE 29.99 & 39.99 DRESS SHIRTS

shifs, Reg. 39.50-59 50, sale 29.99

SALE 19.99 cuic zirconia
bracelets set in 18k gold over sterling Sitver.
Reg 60.00. rAccEssxss

30-40% OFF UNDERWEAR AND SOCKS

Men's undecwear and socks from Preswick & Moore and Champion. Reg. 9.00-20.00,

3218 5.40-14.00. o vons RIS

SALE 24.99-29.99
Assorted junior denim jeans. Reg. 38 00-
44,0014 2230RS SLLECTION VARKS BY STORE 10T
AVALARLE AT PHATS FLATA

EASY SPIRIT GET FIT SALE GOING ON NOW!

M

Q.IOSQI.A‘N
YOU' RE SOMEBODY SPECIAL

S

CALL 800-424-8185 TO ORDER ANYTHME. STORR HOURS: Lacrel Park Place (953-7500) 0pen Sun. 6-9, Mon. B:5, closed Tues., Wed. 7-9, Thurs.-Sat. 10-9. FOR INFORMATION caf 853-7500,
Oress®
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