D4(F)

.

The Observer & Eccentric/ THURSDAY, DECEMBER 27, 2001

Hartsells /..o

o Layta ATn" 2

FRID, D B

2SN

The 37th Annual
Gret Lakes Invitational

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 28
Horth Dakota vs. Michigan @ 4:00 PM
~ Michigen State vs. Michigan Tech @ 7:30 PM

The Hartsell also feel blessed to have a pair of
c0-MVPs — most valuablo parents — on their aide.

Lawrenco and Georgin Hartsell have gone the
extra milo to maka it all possible. They have becn
supportive, yet have known when to back off and
keop their distance.

“You couldn’t pick out a more perfect set of par-
eonta,” Steven said, “They’ve been seloctively naive
about things. They've always left it up to us.
They're there to support us, but they don't push us’
ovor the cdge. They've been through ell the ups-
and-downs for us,”

Daniolle noarly gots choked up when talking
about her parents, ’ '

“Steva and I are where we are today because of
them,” she said. “We've been able to got to where
wo want to be because they've given up everything
to mnke a dream come true for us.

. “Ever ginee I was a little girl I wanted to make
the Olympics, but now the reason I.want to be
there is for them.” '

o

‘What the future holds far the Hartoclls beyood
Los Angeles and perhaps Salt Lake is unknown;
Being U.8, National Pairs champions, some profes:
sional skating company will like be calling after
the Olympics. - ¢

*“Right now we're putting on hold any dcchlom,'i
Danielle said. “There have been times when we've
said this is it, but we'll evaluate it after. Lol

“We really haven't had time to think about it
because we've been working so hard, Our conches’
have been aurprised, If we can keop it up like this,
there will be a lot of possibilities.” H

Steven doesn't hesitate to say the Hartsells ard
headed on the right track, The quest to make thd
Olympics has galvanized the pair, 3

“We've prided on being ono of the most condl-
tioned teams,” he said. “There’s only so much to do
in a short period of time, but we feel we're in thé
best shape that we've been in awhile, B

“We feel we're the ultimate wildcard.”

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 29
Third Place Game @ 4:00 PM
Championship Game @ 7:30 PM

COLLEGE HOCKEY
AT ""THE JOE”

Tickets are 523, $20, 816, 13, 60 and are available al the Jow Louls Arwna box oifice, all tioketinaster
™ 1 Tro: <

outlets, actudin, y tweith harge), by logging on ta
wwwcallegehockeyatthejue.com or charge by phons.

248-645-6666

Great group rutas are svallable by caliing 313-390-79%1

Detvoit Hree Press

Enter.to_win Detroit Red Wings Tickets

Check Today's Classifieds Section
to See How You Can Enter to Win!
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NEW YEAR ACTION AT THE PALACE
KOBE, SHAQ, VINCE CARTER AND KMART PHOTO
SATURDAYS HIGHLIGHT THESE ERRLY JANUARY GAMES

Saturday, January B » 7:30 PM
vs. CLEVELRND CAVRLIEAS
Kmart Photo Saturday. Have your photo taken with a Pistons player on

the floor from 6:00 to 8:20.
REMBX

Tuesday, January 8 « 8:00 PM

vs. L.A. LAKEAS

8haq and Kobe rock The Palace. First 4000 fans receilva a
Jerry Stackhouse pestor courtesy of RE/MAX.

Saturday, January 18 » 7:30 PM

v5. CHRALODTTE HORNETS

Kmart Fhoto Saturday. Have your photo taken with a Pistons player on
the floor from 6:00 to 8:20.

Tuesday, January 18 ¢ 7:30 PM
vs. TORDNTO RAPTORS

Vince Carter, Mo Pote and tho Raptors visit The Palace. First 3000 fana
recelve a Pistons hat courtesy of Ticketmaster.com.

tICRaOYaRtoncom

2303, 12 WU

AT AT
e T ————

N3

Buy Tickets at Palacenet.com, Pistons.com, The Palace
oOffice (248)877-0100 and all tickétmastor locations,:

Piette, Taormina set .

simaees

to carry Olympic torch -

The Olympic torch relay will
pass through 48 atates with a
distinct Observerland lln.vorL.

go. He'll run two-10ths of a mile
down Taylor Street.

Piette’'s mother, siblings (be is

t of six children),

Livonia swi -tr
Sheila Taormina, a gold medalist
in the 1998 Summer Olympic
Games (women's 4 x 200-meter
frecatyle) and sixth place finish-
er first women’s triathlon in the
2000 Sydney Olympies, is sched-
uled to carry the torch at 4:21
p.m, Sunday, Jan. 6, in Warren,

Former Redford Union High
and Michigan State football
standout Tom Piotte will nlso
carry the flame Jan. 4 ns it pass-
ea through Chicago, Ili,

Piotte was selected to be e
torchbearer by the Regional
Olympic Steering Committee
after being nominated by his co-
workers at General Motors,
where he has enjoyed a 16-year
career with the corporation’s ser-
vice and parts operation.

Piette was sclected to repre-
sent Chevrolet in the Olympic
torch relay for his “leadership,

teamwork, dedication, depend-

nbility and achievement.”

Pictte is scheduled to intercept
the flame at 4:06 p.m. in the Lit-
tle Italy neighborhood of Chica-

the y

other family members and
friends are traveling from vari-
ous parts of the country to cheer

m on.

*“When the flame is passed to
me, I'm going to raise the torch
as high as I can, that's my salute
to my coworkers ot GM,” Piette
said. “Then, when I run two-
10ths of a mile, that's dedicated
to all the families that had their
lives torn apart in the wake of
Sept. 11 — and to America, my

country.
“At the end of my run, I'm

- going to raise the torch as high

28 I can, and that's dedicated to
my mom, my family and the peo-
*ple that I love.”

Piatte graduate from RU in
1978, He received first-team All-
State and All-Observer honors in
1997 and was recognized with &
citizenship award from the
American Legion.

Piette earned a football schol-
arship to MSU where he played
center four years (1978-82).

His freshman year, Piette

played on MSU's 1978 Big Ten
championship team. As a junion;
he raceived first-team All-Big
Ten (UPI) honors. In 1982 he
was solected to play in the Huld
Bowl Clasaic College All-StiE
Game. He graduated from
MSU's College of Agriculture in
1882 and holds and M.B.A;

degree. N

After graduating from MSU;
Piotte played center [n the U8,
Football League for two sensons .
including stints with the Michi; °
gun Pmt{a‘:u, Chh:ngg Blits and
A eangl A

4 X
Blitz coach George Allen
acquired Piette for ten playersy
the biggest trade in USFL histo~
ry. Piette retired from pro foots
ball in 1986, .

Accepting the award in honor
of his mother, Bernice, who still
resides in Redford Township;
Piotte was presented with a
$1,000 check to donate to the
charity of his choice. . N

He chose to donaté the funds
to Redford Union High School's
athletic department, H

Piotte currently resides in
Naperville, I1i. with his son
Nathan,
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Support also provided by Jay Alix
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% @znsxﬂ CANCER FOUNDATION
The University Cancer Foundation

thanks Bank One for their generous sponsorship of
“UCF Showtime at the Palace—It’s a Slam-Dunk for Cancer Research™.

Proceeds from this event at the Pistons-Lakers game on January 8, 2002 benefls the
University of Michigan Comprehensive Cancer Center. .

BANK= ONE.

and Larry Slabotsky

& Assbelates, Questor Parmers Funds, Mitchell Blezak .




