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Teacher tells how he spent his summer vacation at sea
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For the two wecks of July 21

Executive Officer Donald
Haines, Is second in command of

through August 2, I trnded inmy  the WHITING. One of his main
white shirt and tic as o Bishop and most {mportant duties was
Borgess High School mathand o supervise the unloading
science teacher, for shorts, sun (morning) and loading (evening)
block and sea legs tobecome o of the two launches for their sur-
temparary member of the vey work in the Galveston and
National Oceanographic Houston Shii!)lns Channel. This
Atmospheric Administration is no casy tas!
(NOAAO) ship WHITING sur- The third in line of command
veying the sea floor in and is Jason Scifert, operations offi-
around Galveston Bay, Texns. cer, whose job is to plan, manage
From painting the flying and quality control the survey
bridge to taking salinity testsand  operations aboard the NOAA
temperaturc samples aboard the  ship WHITING. -
ships Boston Whaler. This “We receive project instruc-
unique Teacher at Sea program  tons from HSD (Hydrogrphlc
gave me first hand experience Survey Division of NOAA) and
producing charts for the safe they tell us the survey require-
navigation of shipping in U.S, ments: Where we will survey, the
coastal waters. Thisis a very requirements and the informa-
complex and involved process tion concerning tides, contacts,
using the skills ofa 29-member  and specific items we are trying
crew and three different typesof  to find,” he said, *1 also quality
sonars to complete our mission.  check the survey data to cnsure it
Captain of the WHITING, meets certain requirements, I
Steven Barnum, began his career  report to the CO who is the lead
atscaasnjuniorofficerabonrd  hydrographer an the ship”
the NOAA Ships RUDE and Most of my time aboard the
HECK. WHITING was spent with Chief
“One of my main dutics ns of the Deck, Bernard Pooiser,
Captain is that of the safety of who is in charge of seven crew
the ship and its crew;” he tald members, who attend to the
me. * also direct the collection  basic upkeep of the ship and to
of the hydrographic data and make sure that the two cranes The Natlonal 4 ship WHITING.
mnkvi:sum itisdonein a safe and nndA-frmscmin working Zod Whal H
timely mannee” After this order. He nlso makes sure that {Zodiac), and o Boston er i ners, we dined on grilled black-
ns.ﬁgnm cnt, gplm‘n Barnum the :I‘Wi 29;500! ;urvcy launches whilnh are used to do errunds if This unique Teacher at Sea program gave me first hand ened tuna, oven ro?stu pork spare,
will manage the Navigation are deployed and retrieved prop-  the larger WHITING isout to . . P ribs, grilled salmon, floynder.  *
Services Division which will edu-  erly. i sea several miles. Tam also in experience FmdUClllu charts for the safe ﬂa‘ﬂqitllm of Florentine, beef lasagna and all
cate and solicit information on “We have a rescue boat charge of anchoring the ship, T . P topped off with foe cream cups or
painting and cleaning theship  Shipping in U.S, coastal waters. This is a very complexand  cones.
inside and out, top to bottom N N . ‘The last person 1 interviewed
fromthe bridgetotheheads  iVoIVed process using the skills of a 29-member crewand was Gene Farken, who concen-
room),” . Y. trated on survey work,
My new best friend and three different types of sonars to complete our mission. “Education is the one key fac-
cvening fishing companion tor that will open doors for stu-
(catching large red fish and sea | dents'future cccupations and
trout off the fantail of the ship) 3 fhow to learn,
was Chief Steward Romulo which will aid them immensely
te, who supervises and . in the future* he said,
purchases )l of the food we eat,  prepare for all of the meals for cutting, produce, sanitation, And that is what NOAA and
es the menu, and cooks fora  the next day..soit is nonstop, he  cooking, management and its Teacher at Sea program is all
crewof 29, all with only one said” supervision with NOAA” about.. the hands-on edueation
nssistant, “Every two weeks, wegoshop-  And what mealsdid wehave.  ofteachers to spread the word
“Mydaystartsat 4:30am.to  pingfor all of the food, which Everyday breakfasts consisted of  that crews are hard at work mak-
prepare lunches forthelaunch  costs about $3,000" fresh fruit, fruit juice, eggs to ing sure the shipping Innes are
¥ ], then breakfast forthe Romulo sald, “Each of the order, omelets to arder, bacon, safe for the delivery of goods
rest of the crew, thenitsontothe  menusarcinmy mind, sowith  hash browns, comed beefhash,  nationwide.
lunches, setting up the tables, over 35 years as a steward, Lhave  hot biscuits, oatmeal, pancakes, For mare details on the
Ron Ferencal, a Bishop Borgess High School math and science teacher tookto  then preparing fordinnerwitha o huge list of recipes to choose pastrics, dry cereals, and milkor  ‘Teacher at Sea program, log onto
the sea for his summer vacatlon, clean up at 6 p.m, and start to from. I went to schools for meat  coffee. As for lunches and din- Www.tas.noaa.gov,
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