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HOMEARAMA welcomes idea shoppers

Abaoker's dozen of new
model homes clustered
together will be open for
public tour Thursday, Sept.
19, through Sunday, Oct. 6,
when HOMEARAMA
retumns after an cight-year

MEARAMA is
opcn }musc of lndiv:duully .

mcnls.'hnths, decks, land-

scaping and other fcmuru
designed, bullt, they find i i
furnished and landscaped - Show hours are 2-9 p.m.
homes incorporating the Monday through Friday, 10

Iatest featurcs in styl
ing convenience and
struction.

¢, Hive
con-

am. to 9 p.m, Saturdays
and 10 am. to 6 p.m.
Sundays,

Thc Build(ng Industry HOMI’AEAMA Admisslon is §7, free for
b includes homes  children 12 and under. Free
Michignn n.nd Slnndnrd by six builders rangingin  parking is provided and
Federal Bank arc primary  size from 2,600 to 3,180 refreshments will be avall-
sponsors of the show at square fect and price from  able for purchase,
Corncerstone Village $245,900 to 8430,000. BIA also will sponsor
Subdivision, Card Roadjust  MacLeish ndvises HOMEARAMA Orion

south of 23 Mile Road in
Muacomb Township, .

*The 13 homes are per-
fect browsing grounds for
prospective homes buyers
or those just idca shopping.”
sald Dan MacLeish, presi-
dent of the BIA and
MacLeish Building in Troy.
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INTRODUCING

TOOM 10 grow.

DlzscovéRfTHE
NATURE OF

.THE PARKS AT STONEWOOD.<

Tmagine a nclghborl\ood interwoven’
with 90 acres of private parks and
protected green space. Where streets
of homes are embellished with front
porches, so neighbors can be more neighborly \Vlu:rc homes are secluded in
woodlands, with pristine views and amply sized hame sites that offer families -

prospective buyers and dee-  Thursday, Oct. % through

orators to come carly and

Sunday, Nov. 3, in the

wear good walking shoesto  Turnberry Subdivision at

tour the homes, Indianwood Golf &
Showgoers may photo- Country Club. That site is

graph the new ideas and on Indianwood Road

treatments of colors, wall between Joslyn and

ond window coverings, light Baldwin In Orion

fixtures, kitchen arrange-

(S 'ay,ﬂ
\\u
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LIFE

Each is a lifestyle now available at The Parks at Stonewood. A collection of
communities enveloped within 256 tushly wooded acres, lnc]ud&ng the
Suzanne G, Knorr Nature Preserve, in Clarkston, Michigan.

Come see the magnificent homes, and amenities like our swim club, nature
trails and 10t Jot playground, that make the nature of life at The Parks'at
Stonewood enticing beyond compare.

PREFERRED BUILDERS!
| J.E. Henprn, INc.,
THoMAS SEBOLD &
ASSOCIATES, INC,
ScHUSTER HOMES, INC.
AND S.R. Jacoason

248,922, 9100 .

‘Home slies from $123,000 to $330,000. Homies from the low $300.000% to orver $1,000,000. ﬁ

DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION.

‘Township,

A Victor Community
www.victorintl.com
Corporate Office 248.364.2400

Elegant Living In A Country Seiting

rormens

_Read your favorites online'at observerandeccentric.com ]

They enjoy more chan just agreat view.,

Qbserver & Eccentric | Sunday, Seplember 3, 2002 or) .kl

Make top-notch connections

when updating electric wiring

BY JANES AND MORRIS CAREY
FOR AP WEEKLY FEATURES

As remodeling contractors we've
often pecked inside the wall cavi-
tics of homes - old and new. Some
of the older ones date back to
when clectrical wiring first was
installed, What a joy to see how it
was once done, how it now is done,
and to be able to compare them. It
Is intriguing to witness changes
over the years, as researchers, "

ds an

refers to the casing or sheathing.
That's right, some wire comesina
metal casing and some have a plas-
tic or rubber nonmetallic (NM)
casing, NM cable is the most com-
mon kind of electric cable used in
homes. In one city where we .
worked, homes are required to be
wired with metallic cable. Check
with your building dcpnmnem
before you begin any wiring, Also,
be sure that the casing material
that surrounds the wire is

lawmakers have combincd to do
things more safely and sensibly.
They really don't build them like
they used to - they build them
much better now.

Electric wiring has always been
maostly copper. Othier metals have
been tried, but copper seems to
work best. Tt s reasonably soft,
making it easy to bend around cor-
ners, and it cond

pp d by the building code. The
casing description or "code™ will be
on the box. “THHN,” for example,
specifies the type of casing that
covers the wire, We have been in
stores that had wire for sale that
was illegal (and unsafc) to install in
ahome.

‘When thermo-coupled rccsscd

light fixtures became

val wire castngs fnto the protective
casing beneath, We use a razor
knifc at its most shallow setting,
slowly cutting between the wires
below. Next, remove all the paper
wrapping back to the same soint as
the outside casing. One thir.g you
don't want in an clectrical box is
paper.

Note: Wire nuts arc used to
make most modern wire connec-
tions, It really is important that the

* end of each wire be squarely cut

and straight. It is far more difficult
to perform this simple connecting
task when the end of the wircs to
be tied together are not straight
and square,

Finally, don't whittle the cover-
ing off the {ndividual wires,
Instead, use an approved wire
stripper. The cutting edge of the
stripper s designed to take the cov-

we witn nssed stores sclllng the ald-
hil d (and ille-

well, The antique wire that we've
scen installed was almost all cop-
per - pretty much the same copper
that is being used today; but there
are other major differences. The
diameter of the copper, the dis-
tance that it s n]l_mvcd to travel in
acircuit, fuse size, how much load
a given circuit is allowed to carry,
grounding, sheathing quality
(which insulates agninst shorts)
and other factors have drestically
fmproved performance and safety
of clectrieal circuitry.

There are stringent regulations
about how many wires can be inan
electrical junction box. The rela-
tionship has to do with the amount
of air space that is needed fora
given number of wire connections
to properly cool. Or, the amount. of
alrspace needed to prevent a given
number of wires from overheating
and causing a fire.

‘When you go looking for a length
of wire in the clectrical department
of your I hardware store you
might see the term “nonmetallic
cable” It's not nonmetallic wire. it

an

ga)) kind by the case. That's proba-

ly because they weren't illegal to
ucll only illegal to install, Makes
you wonder how many unwary
consumers were duped by dopey
clerks and money-hungry propri-
ctors,

PREPARING CABLE

1t also is impaortant to know how
to properly prepare the end of an
electric cable so that a top-notch
connection can be made. There are
several steps:

M Strip the outside casing

B Remove the paper wrap

M Strip the individual wire cas-

5

L
# Expose the correct amount of
wire

‘The outside casing can be
removed by pulling a cable stripper
along the length of the cable. Be
careful here. Some types of en
wire run parallel while others are
twisted. Using a cable stripper ona
wire housing where twisted wires
exist could cut across the individ-

ering off the wire without cutting
the wire itself. Even the slightest
nick in copper wire ean causc an
eventual break. In that res Arcct
capper wire is like glass. All yol
have to do to make two picees is
slightly notch the surface. But, with
glass that's o good thing.

Cut the casing back about three-
quarters of an inch. That's the
length that works best with wire
nuts - enough exposed wire to
make a connection, but not so
much that the wire can't be com-
pletely covered by the wire nut.

For more home improvement tips
and information visit our Website at
wwwionthehouse.com.

Readers can mail questions to: On the
House, APNewsFeatures, 50 Rockefeller
Plaza, New York, RY 10020, of ¢-mail
Careybra(ationthehouse.com. To receive a
copy of On the House booklels on plumb-
Ing. painting, heating/cooling or
decks/patios, send a check or money order
payable to The Assaciated Press for $6.95
per booklet and mail to: On the House, PO. $
Box 1562, New York, NY 100161562, o
through these online sites: www.onthe:
house.com or apbookstore.com.

Domes are_for living, too, not
just for staging sporting events

{AP) - Dome homes aren't for

juares.

1t takes a special kind of family
to bufld a home that looks like it's
going to lnunch off into space, but
geodesic dome owners seem to be
the ones that are getting the last
laugh.

Sharon and Chris Evans recent-
ly traded fn their turn-of-the-cen-
tury farmhouse in northwest
Missouri, complete with walnut
banisters and oak floors for & geo-
duslc dome that took two daysto

"Chris and I'looked at (geodesi

it takes a special kind of family to build a home that looks like it's
going o faunch off into space, but geodesic dome owners seem to
be the ones that are getting the fast laugh.

still live at home' with them, they
plenty of room.

Chris Evans, who's currently run-
ning for a statewide office, ended
the family’s search for the perfect
home, when he found an article in
o Popular Mect

domes) for years,” says Sharon
Evans, an elementary school guid-
ance counselor, “We bought our
first dome book in the ‘70s”

c Evanscs were looking fora
unique place to live for many years.
‘They started out by looking into
buying a log home, but they found
that they were too expensive per
square foot.

Square footnge {s important to
the Evanses, considering that they
have five children, two daughters-
in-lnw and three grandchildren,
Although only two of their children

that mr:ntioncd geodesic domes in
the Arctic,

The article talked about the
dome's energy efficiency and struc-
tural strength against the elements.

“They were starting to become
en vogue, & unique method of
housing,” he said. "And we looked
at them ever since.”

Alittle over a year ago, the
Evanses made the final decision to
build a geodesic dome home amid
85 acres of property in a sectuded
country sctting. After pleking a
dome company, they started work-
ing on floor plans.

Footings were poured in

'pon cntering the magnificent lobby,
Ulouk up and ndte the forty foot high
 glass domed celling. lLouk down, and you'll
scc an impeccable, intricate flooring design
of imported Italian granite and limestone.

" Visit' today and have a look around for
yoursclf. You'll quickly discover why The
Gates of Glengarda is Windsor's premicr

PRI 1d,

Toll Free 877-948-521¢
Ext42 .

1garda.com
azﬁi Rlverside Drive East
ndsor, Canads
Bevkers Protecied

. =—=WI

January, and on two days
in early April, 12 of their
closest fricnds and rela-
tives and a site supervisor
contracted through their
dome company, helped
build the home.

The basic foundation of a

codcsic dome can casily

¢ set up. The homebullder
picks a design and decides
on a company, which then

. sends out a kit that usually

includes a dome shell,
dome extensions, triangu-
lar skylights, blueprints
and specinlized dome herd-
ware,

Itsuptothedome .
builder to finish the dome
themsclves or contract
someone to do it.

Chris Evans says a dome
can cost about 35 percent
Jess in materiala and con-

thana 1

time-consuming and diflicult”
Sharon Evans says,

And it’s not for everyone.

“Ilike it; it's different” says Ryan,
the Evansc® 24-year-old son. “I'd
never want to live in one, though,
The rooms are weird.”

Harold and Carole Johnson, who
live nearsby, have become very com-
fortable with their geodesic home
over the years.

*1 like the energy efficiency and
practicality of it,” says Harold
Johnson, an insurance agent. "And
it's somewhat unique”

The Johnsons built their dome in
1983, It is 42 feet in diameter, 19
fect tall and has 2,000 square feet
of usable space,

In the Inte *70s, the Johnson's
were concerned, like many people,
that energy prices were on the rise.
They wanted to build a home that
would be energy efficient and
unique. Initially, they considered an
underground humc, but the land

cy owned wasni't ot suited for it.

‘Wc decided that esic
domes) were the most eflicient
structure that we had run across,”
Harold Johnson said.

Like the Evanses, the Johnsons
ordered a dome kit and put
their home in two days with
help of their two sons, fricnds and
famaily.

“In many respects our dome is
pretty mn\‘cmlom\l inside,” says
Carole Johnson, "Some are more
open, but ours is more divided

use we knew we were going to
‘have two teenage sons that were
going to need thelr privacy”

- According to domchomes.com,
the cost of a basic dome is any-
where from $35 to $48 per square
foot. This adds up to between
$70,000 and $96,000 for a basic
2,000 ;quwl‘oo( dol me, Any

al home of comparable size,
if you hire the right people
to help finish it. If you do it
yourself, overall costs
decrease by 50 to 65 pereent,

hesays.
“Finishing the dome is

¢

for
dome depend on the owner's pml‘- /
erences. !
On average, the Johnsons usually +
?ayno more than $100 a month '
for gas and electricity.
“Cur bills have been consistently
reasonable,” he says.




