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Dr. Gregory Roche, a board-
certified facinl plastic sur-
gean, urges the Michigan
Legislature to retain the Inws
requiring that motorcyclists
were helmets. The Michigan
House of Representatives
voted in Inte May to change
the law to allow n motorcy-
clist 21 yenrs and older the
option of wearing a helmet.
The legislation now goes to
the Sennte for appraval.

“Having personally
repaired the damage done to
numerous injured motorcy-
clists who were wearing hel-
mets, I can attest to the
veracity of the cluim that *hel-
mets save lives.’
Furthermore, the damage
done to the face when a
motorcyclist is in an nccident
permanently changes their
fife. Why anyone would tuke
this unnecessary risk and
why the legisinture would
change their policy on this is
truly beyond my comprelicn-
sion,” snid Roche, direclor of
the  Bleomfield  Hills
Cosmetie-Laser  Surgery
Center.

Roche said: “If any of the
Michigan legislators would
spend a day with me in the
emergency room literally put-
ting a vietim's face back

Surgeon says to keep
motorcycle helmet laws

together, they would never
vote for climinating the hel-
met law. Just a fow weeks
ago, I treated a patient who
was in a terrible accident.
The bones in his face wore
held togother with wire, his
teeth were destroyed, and he
has to drink hia food through
a straw for the next several
months. This type of result
would no doubt incrense if the
law requiring the use of hel-
mets were repealed.”

“Even those who wear hel-
mets suatain injuries that
would be reduced if the
design and material of the
helmets were improved, [
completely understand the
issues about personal free-
doms and wind blowing
through the hair; however,
after nll that I have wit-
nessed as n (acial plastic aur-
geon. I believe it is my civic
respansibility to speak out en
this issue.”

Dr. Gregory Roche is on statf al sev-
eral area hospitals. including
Providence Hospital Horth Oakfand
Medical Center, Children's Hospital of
Michigan and POH/Saint John's Medical
Center, The Bloomlield Hills Cosmetic-
Laser Surgery Center is localed at
43494 Woodward Ave., Suite 101,
Bloomfie(d Hills. Contact him at (248)
33810 or visit wewdsroche.com.

Arthritis Today

SEPH J. WEISS, M.D. RHEUMATOLOGY
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Another option for chronic ear infections:

Virtually alt children will
have an ear infection at some
point in their young lives.

For some, these infections
can me chronic and even
dangerous, For years, antibi-
otics have been widely pre-
seribed to fight pediatric car
infections.

Specinlists at the U-M Health
System suggest that in many
cases, antibiotics might not be
necessary and that giving chil-
dren frequent antibiotics can

be symnptoms.

~Ireatment of an enr infee-
tion should occur when there
nve both symptoms of an ncute
infection, along with the signs
of an car infection, such us fluid
behind the ear drum that looks
like pus or infected fluid,” says
Lesperance.

*The problem with treating
car infections with antibiotics
all the time - or treating when
there may not even be an infec-
tion ~ is not so much with the

create
resistance in society as a whole.

Ear infections in children are
so common because of the
comman cold, the sharing of
germs among school children,
and the under-developed
immune systems of infants and
toddlers.

“In an ear infection, or otitis
media, Nuid collects behind the
ear drum and becames infected
with bacterin, leading to pain
or fever” says Dr. Marcl
L assistant

individual child, but with socle-
ty as a whole. With the wide-
spread use of antibiatics, the
world's bacteria are learning to
resist these antibiotics. So, it’s
better for saciety as a whole to
try to limit the use of antibi-
olics to the patients who really
need them,” says L

when she had her tonsils and
adenoids removed and tubes
put in. She has don fine since
then, My son Noah has had the
most problems,” Huxley says.

“When my cars hurted, I told
my mom and she always took
me to the doctor’s, ! couldn't
hear very good,” admits Noah.

Older children may need spe-
clal tubes inserted, it tubes are
needed multiple times. Noah is
on his third sct of tubes,

Huxley says the treatment
with tubes clears up infections
better, so the procedure has
definitely been a benefit to her
family. She nlso notes that now
her children are steeping better
through the night.

In a tympanostomy tube
l a physician mokes n

TREATMENT OPTION: TUBES

One option for children with
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“This happens because the
eustachian tube that connects
from the back of the car drum
to the back of the nose gets
plugged from colds or allergics,
or because it’s & small tube.”
Children with acute otitis
medin will typically have fever
and pain, but it's hard for very
young children to cxplain how
they feel. Crying, irritability
and tugging at the cars can also

never go away Is surgery to
place artificial tubes through
the ear drum for better
drainage.

This is usually done as an
outpatient procedure that takes
about 15 minutes.

Kelly Huxley is the mother of
four children, and all of them
have had this sun:Lcry,.cnl]cd

tittle incision in the ear drum,
suctions out any fluid that
might be trapped behind the
ear drum, and inserts a little
tube to keep the hole open,

*“The tube allows a connee-
tion from behind the car to the
outside air for drainage. These
tubes stay in for roughly a year,
and then usually come out on
their own. At that point, the car
drum usually heals and the
child’s custachian tube has had
enough time to mature and
work properly” says
Lesperance.

Lesperance says physicinns

"r:ly oldest was 16 months

arcal about fluid
behind the ear drums that isn't

infected, beennse it s still inter-
fering with hearing.

*They're usunily not hearing
s well as they could be. So, by
drainfng out that fluid, we can
improve their hearing nnd give
them the best chanee at speech
and langunge development,”
says Lesperance,

She nlso points out that it is
important to follow the advice
of your child's primary care
provider on when and how lo
trent this commion childhood
malady.

For more information, visit
the following Web sites:

W U-M Henlth Topics A to Z:
Ear Infections, hitp://www,
med.umich.cdu/1libr/ehild/chil
daz.htm

W U-M Health Topies Ato Z:
Outer Ear Infections, http://
www.med.umich.cdu/1libr/top-
ics/entilhtm

B U-M Jicalth Topics A to Z:

Otitis Media (Middle Eor .

Infection), littp://wwiw.med,
umich.edu/1libr/topics/ent09.
htm

M Centers for Discase
Control: Ear Infection Faets,
hup://www.nided.nih.gov/heal
th/parents/otitismedinitm

W I'DA: Antibiotic Resis-
tance, A Growlng Threat,
http:// www.fda.gov/oc/opa-
com/hottopics/anti_resist.htiml

B Centers for Disease
Control: Antibiotic Resistance,

http://www.ede.gov/antibioti- |
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CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS
81655 ELEVEN MILE ROAD
FARMINGTON HILLS, MI 48336-1165
{248) 474-8116
ADVERTISEMENT

The City of Farmington Hills Purchusing Division will salicit
u;':lled bida during tho next thirty (30) days for the following
2

Emergency Medieal Vehicle
Specifications may be cbtained by contacting tho Central
Services Department., All bids muat be submitted in accordance

* The City of Farmington Hills rescrves the right to accept or
reject any or all bids, either in part or in wholé, to waive any
formalitics and to accept the bid which it believes to be in the

KATHRYN A. DORNAN
City Clerk
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’omlﬂ'/emem‘ your health.

25%

massage therapy

you feellng great,

HuiNry FORD
MunicAL CRENTER
Nowvi

40000 West 8 Mile Rd.
Northville, M1 48167

Feel free to find yourself - at the new

Henry Ford Center for Complementary and
Integrative Medicine, It's a healing environment
whera natural theraples are used to optimize
your haalth. Visit Us now and recelvo 25% off
massoge therapy® — a deal that wil have

For more Information call {248) 380-6201
or go antine to HenryFord.com/cim.

COMPLEMENTARY &
INTEGRATIVE MEDICINE

SURECH

HenryFord.cam/cim
Th

e mew address
for the experts.

Sorvices Include:

ACUPUNCTURE.

TRADITIONAL CHINESE MEDICINE
THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE / REIKI

ST. JOHN'S NEUROMUSCULAR THERAPY
MOVEMENT RE-EDUCATION

HOLISTIC NUTRITION

MIND-BODY THERAPY

SPINAL MANIPULATION

raSTORE YOUR HEALTH-
SLLUING TOR QUALITY VITAM:
AHD OTHEI HEALTH-RELATED (TEMS.

COMMUNITY CLASSES-
CALL FOft TOFICS AND SEMEDULE

T NS, HERDS

“offar explres 10/31/2002
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COUNCIL MEMBERS P’|

Exceutive Director Collina,

awnership by Time Wamner,
Meeting Adjourned at 7:36 p.m.

Tublish: Kegtember 8, 2002

SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING WITH
THE SOUTHWESTERN O,
CABLE COMMISSION
(Summary)

A specinl meeting of the Farmington City Council with the
Southweatern Oakinnd Cablo Commission (SWOCO) was held on
Tuesday, September 3, 2002, in Council Chambers, 23600 Liberty
Street, Farmington, Michigan, Notice of the Meeting was posted in
complinnce with Public Act 267-1978.
‘The meeting was called to onlder at 7:04 pm.

ENT:  Dush, McShane, Mitehell.
‘COUNCIL MEMHBERS ABSENT;
FARMINGTON CITY PRESENT: T
City Mnnager Lauhoff, Asnistant City Manager Richards {nrrived nt

7.06 p.m.),
SOUTHWESTERN OAKLAND CABLE COMMISSION:

Council met with Directar Collina to hear an updote on the progress
of the now SWOCC facility and the status of the tranafer of

J
PATSY K. CANTREL!., City Clesk/Trensurer

Camplrel, Harrison.
Clerk/Treasurer Cantrell,

AMES K. MITCHELL, Mnyor

Lo cranas

Since September 11, 2001, our
freedoms are more precious.

right where you live.

1126700

During the month of
September, in memory of the day
that changed our lives forever,

we will send 39-11 of all $51

one-year subscriptions to the local

branch of the American Red Cross.
Renew your Observer or subscribe before September 30, 2002 and

help the Red Cross continue to make a difference in your community.

Call 734-591-0500 and mention this offer.

One of those freedoms—ireedom of the press— allows us to publish
your hometown news.
Each week we fill two editions of the Observer with schooi news, local
sports, government Issues, the heart warming and the heart rending.
We keep you Informed about what's happening

AMERICAN
RED CROSS

We work for YOU! -




