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The last time [ tested the Toy-
ota RAV4, I was not impressed.
1t was rcnlly small, had no cargo area and was
cramped. 1 remember thinking that a rear-end
collision would certainly kill anyone in the back
seat. And at the time, my kids were in car seats --
in the back seat.

But we survived the week without incident,
wrote the test drive and went on my merry way.

Well, Toyota redesigned the RAV4 last year
and what a surprise it is. I thoroughly enjoyed
the week’s drive in the RAV4 and was very
impressed -- not only with its versatility, conven-
ience and comfort, but also wnh its great gas,

R mileage.

First of all the redesign is smart. This is one
pretty compact sport utility vehicle. It looks per-
fect in “white pearl” When the sun hits it the
right way, the pearl part of the white looks like
it’s been drenched in body glitter. (Those of you
with boys won't understand.) Really caol effect.
Really pretty, too.

The model tested was the L package, which
comes with everything color-keyed. That
includes outside mirrors, door handles,
bumpers, body side molding and hard spare tire
cover.

‘The L package also gives you integrated fog
lamps, tonneau cover, air conditioning cruise
control, AM/FM/cassette stereo with six speak-
ers, power door locks, power windows, privacy
glass and heated power mirrors. It even comes
with carpeted floor mats.

Let’s talk about the comfort. I drove it all over
the Detroit area, from cast to west, to southern

Toyota revs up RAV4

1t's a winner: 2002 Toyota RAV4 Vehicle class- Sport utility, Power: 2.0 liter 4-cyllnder engine,
Mileage: 23 clty/27 highway. Where bulit: Toyota Clty, Japan. Base price: $18,975, As tested: $26,420

and northern corners, and even though the
longest drive took about 2 1/2 hours, the seating
comfort was superb,

I love the space up front. There's 42.4 inches of
front leg room, something I absolutely love. In
the back, there's 32.6 inches. I crawled back
there and 1 was still comfy, It seats five, accord-
ing to Toyota documents, but if comfort's an
issue, the fifth person has to stay home. I think
it's a little tight. Four's comfortable.

As I said, I remember NO CARGO SPACE in
that first RAV4 I tested. Well, now you can take
this baby on vacation. In back of the rear seat,
you'll find 29.2 cubic feet of cargo volume. And
if you remove the 50/50 split rear seat, you'll
have a little more than 68 cubic feet to play with,

By the way, the rear seat can also slide, fold
and recline for your rear passengers. How con-
venient for the dating set.

Power is really superb with an all-aluminum
2.0 liter 4-cylinder engine that produces 148
horses. More than enough with this small SUV.
You'll get where you need to go in a hurry. Not

once did I worry about merging on the freeway
or passing a slow-moving vehicle.

The RAV4 is available in both front wheel
drive and full-time 4-wheel drive. I would opt
for the 4-wheel drive for and excite-
ment,

Ride and handling is excellent, of course
thanks to its front independent MacPherson
struts and a double wishbone coil spring inde-
pendent suspension. Front disc brakes with 9-
inch rims and a 4-wheel anti-lock braking sys-
tem makes a difference.

Safety features abound. Let’s talk about 3-
point automatic locking retractor, emergency
locking retract seat belts on all seating positions,
fronts seat pretensioners (1 hate those), driver
and front passenger airbag system, side impact
door beams, child seat anchor brackets and teth-
er brackets.

The RAV4 is a great deal for anyone with a
family or a teenager who needs to spread his o
her wings. It's a winner.

‘Write Anne Fracassa at avantil054¢@aol.com,

JAGK DEMMER FORD

0%
50 Mos.
Golng Fast!

Fort Knox Gold CC Motallc modium parchmont coth, powar
Biayer. A AI\% ioc

SR0R15 BOW i, Siden #aG BT WAS ST o8
OFF LEASE BUY FORD EMPLOYEE OR ELIGIBLE FAMILY MEMBER

2, s1ll B838°%

2002
FOCUS
SE 4-DR

ormrvorn alr, AMFM uxnmomdl w/ICD

ko, 2,0L SFPl ongino, nulo,
78

Torpador Rod

spoed o
Taio, Caoh o

OWL. tiros, alr, cat
uto O/ trans, 3.55 ralio fog axlo, nxo
um. whoais. wa

OFF LEASE BUY FORD EMPLOYEE OR ELIGIBLE FAMILY MEMBER

2. 519 452"

FINAL 2002 GLEABANGE

2002
EXPLORER g
LS 432

lod CC, graphito cloth cnpt chn m P23.\/?0R G AS
ssatto, 1ull taco steol . privacy glasa, 5-

bl\r prom cela/CD
. Stock #26820 w27,885

:ll monm

A 9707 $36%

2002
7180
JSuren
O P, db’rﬁr\?nnr; air, 4.1 OL EFI VI

guwnr chroma
/D, P255/70R-16 OWL all-soanon, rhoud
roar window. cnst alum whoals (4), Stock

Don't Qualify for
"A/X/Z/D Plan?
Come See Us...

WE HAVE A PLAN FOR YOU!

- SUPERCAB

dark graphito clalh sliding lonr w{nuaw
loalbur  wrap nring — whoat,

B WIS, roar e mm xUT
ok #5133 WA $20,820

QFF LEASE BUY FOHD EMPLOYEE OR ELIGIBLE FAMILY MEMBER

Oxtord Whito CC, h, prot oguln okg.
B coﬂlfol/ﬂu

siotna/clock/CO pl
npponrance uroup

or. 15° ¢!

Ve = 7~

CALL 1-800-ASK-FORD!
) www.aplanheadquarters.com!

n-w.m-,z-nmn-—unm

—0, 15¢ e

SERVIC

Charge, Lcase &
Fuhates seatpund tn nter! S0 Dommmer for dntals,
1 Bxchutes VT & Numtertird




