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" You could WIN

a $500

FARMER JACK

The Observer & Eccentric Newspapers is offering you a
chance to win a $500 Farmer Jack shopping spree

by participating in our survey about your Observer or
Eccentric newspaper.

We want to improve the content of your hometown news and
in order to do that we need to know what you want to read.
The survey is fast, fun and easy. Just type in the appropriate
website below and give us your opinion.

There will be two lucky $500 grocery winners who will be
randomly chosen from the first 200 surveys posted on each
website. Complete the survey today and you could be a
lucky winner!
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Sept. 11 birthday
becomes worst day ever

Sept. 11... My birth date since 1955. In the year
2001, it became one of the darkest days of gut-
horror, fon, and ity that

or poor, Jew, Christian, or other religious or eth-
nle distinetion: WE WERE AMERICANS,
A who could and would look pust our

T have ever felt,

As it happens, my first day at my new employ-
er was September 10. I came to
work on the 11th already feel-
ing overwhelmed by the enor-
mity of the job change and feel-
inglonely that on my birthday
1 was separated from my
friends and all that I had been
familiar with for so long.

The morning of Tuesday the
1th, 1 was busily working in
my office, trying very hard to
learn all that was necessary to
function in my new position in
my new workplace. I received a call froma
friend who asked me if I had seen or heard about
‘what was happenlng in New York City, She was
in tears as she told me about the attacks with the
airplanes and the horror of what was occurring.

1 tried very binrd to process what she was say-
ing, but could not really comprehiend it. It was
just too wrong sounding and too fantastic to
believe, T went to the news on my computer and
saw the imnges, which sct my heart in the bot-
tom of my stomach. This was not supposed to
happen in the United States, and certainly not
on my birthday, which is supposed to be a day of’
celebration.

As you might imagine, the celebration of my
birthday became a minor and joyless part of the
day as my family and 1 gathered in the evening,
As *9-11" became part of the jargon used to
deseribe the horrifying event, 1 was saddened to
realize that the day I had joyfully eelebrated nsa
child and quictly celebrated as an adult had
become a date s infamous as December 7 and
the attack on Pear] Harbor

In the following days and weeks, I saw the
feelings of anger, gricf, fear, and insceurity turn
into resolve. A resolve that we, the people of the
United States, were not going to be beaten by a
madman and his lunatic following. We were not
going to be brought to our knees by fear and
despair. We were going to battle the evil forces
that threatened our security and peace,

More than that, we were no longer just
Democrats or Republicans, black or white, rich

LeCompte

differences and come tagether for the very rea-
son our country exists; "Life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness” and opposition to anyone
or anything that would harm that life, that liber-
ty, or that pursuit of happiness. Patriotism arose
that hasn't been seen in this country since World
War Il

We were shaken out of our lethargy and
focuscd on something greater than our differ-
ences. In this past year, the fervor has cooled and
people are perhaps tired of hiearing about Osama
Bin Laden, Al Queda, Afghanistan, Iraq, and the
war on terrorism, As a people we arc impatient,
and we like to sce quick results, As President
Bush suid, this war is an invisible war, and win-
ning it will take time.

However, one thing will not change; any
Ameriean who lived through the horror of
Scptember 11 will not forget how we looked past
our differences and acted as compassionate
human beings. The heroism and American spirit
we witnessed was inspiring, and showed the
world that contrary to some perceptions,
Americans are still a strong people. I want to
belicve that we are all changed as a result of this
erisis,

‘This is not to ignore the issues and problems
that have comc out of this awful event. Human
nature being what it is, there ore those that have
taken advantage of the situation. It is an imper-
fect world, and we have to deal with it. Having
said that, there is no other place on earth that I
would rather live that in the United States of
America, warts and all, and I am proud to be a
citizen.

One last thing: I mentioned carlier how sad 1
was to realize that my birthdny was now synony-
mous with a tragedy, However, I choose to think
of the day proudiy. Not hecause it is my birthday
(besides, I am at the age where 1 wish they
would slow down a bit}, but because it is the day
that Amerieans woke up, looked beyond them-
selves, and came together for n greater purpose.
There is hope for us, God bless America,

Randy A, LeCompte
Farmington Hills

Newcomers invited to picnic by club

The Newcomers and

ighbors Club of Farmi
Farmington Hills (formerly the
Welcome Wagon of Farmington

Scpt. 14 at Heritage Park in

help new and established resi-

Hills. Bring your dents of the arca meet and
pienic baskets and join the fun.  make new frlends.
The Newcomers and ‘The club meets monthly with
Neight ubisa ity socinl and inft ive pro~

and Farmington Hills) will host
a picnic 3-7 p.m. Saturday,

suctal organization designed te

grams, and has many activitics,

\L\/ood Works 2002

POPIIRIND

More than a woodworking show,

It's an

Event!

Once a Year Discounts on Tools &
Equipment & Fun for Everyone

NOVI EXPO CENTER
September 27, 28, 29
Fri 1-7 ¢ Sat 10-6 ¢ Sun 10-4

¢ Make-a-Memory Workshop for Kids
¢ Charity-Fun Raising
< Free Demonstrations
4 Exhibition Gallery

www.woodworks2002.com
call toll-free 877-967-4480
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Thanks to
Our Sponsors

SUNDAY is
Discount Day

$20
, Admits Entire Family |

¢ Family Friendly

$2°0ff

! THE $10 GENERAL ADMISSION
* PRICE WITH THIS AD.
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