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Ocel‘ots coast to Christmas tournament title

BY BRAD EMONS
AF? WRITER
bomonsoe.homecomm.not

It turned out everyono was
playing for second place last
weckend in the Schoolcraft Col-
lege men's basketball Christmas
tournament. .

The host Occlots, ranked No.
10 in National Junior College
Athletic Association’s Division I
poll, cruised to the title Sunday
with a 95-56 victory over Wilber
Wright (I11.) after crushing
George Brown (Toronto, Ont.) in
Saturday’s aemifinals, 116-59.

Schoolcralt is now 18-0 overall
ontering Eastern Conference
play this Saturday at home
against host Oakland CC. (Game
time ia 3 p.m.}

- Second-year guard Javon
Clark (Detroit Coss Tech),
named tournament MVP, hit
four 3-pointers in the opening
half as Schoolcraft roared out to
2 53-28 halftime lead against the

Chicago-aron achool.

Clark finished with a team-
high 18 points after leading SC
with 18 against George Brown.

*“Javon was ablo to knock down
the three-ball,” Schoolcraft conch
Carloa Briggs said. “Once he gots
his feet set, he's a good shooter.

He hadn't been knocking them

down lately, but ho had a goo

for us and t 1],
this will give him a lot of confi-
dence.” .

Yaku Moton-Spruill, a 6-foot-8
center from Westland John
Glenn, shared game-high honors
with Clurk against Wilber
Wright by scoring 16. Moton-
Spruill also grabbed nine
rcbounds,

Emir Medunjanin, a 6-6 for-
ward from North Farmington,
also had a strong first. half
offensively, scoring 10 of his 13
polnts,

Eleven different SC players
scored with Delvar Barrett
adding 13 off the bench and
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starter Mike Williams contribut.
ing 10,

“We know we had the size,”
Briggs said. “We just had to be
patient and get the ball inside-
out and not force shots.
thought We did a good job of get-
ting tha ball to our shooters.”

Guards Rendy Thomas and
Marcus Jordan scored 17 and 18,
respectively, for Wilber Wright.
But the Illinois squad simply
could not match up with School-
craft’s superior size, shooting
ability and bench strength.

“Schoolcraft is well-coached
and thoy have a good group of
individuals who know their roles
waoll,” Wilber-Wright coach Joe
‘Wharton snid, “We brought baa-
kotball back here (Wilber-
Wright) after 10 years and our
goal is Division I. That's what
we're shooting for. You can sce

five ~ all in the Michigan Intor-
colleginte Athletic Association —
to finish 5-4, The fifth win was o
56-19 romp over Olivet.

.. “The past season was kindn
disappointing as a team,” Lewia
said, "It was pretty frustrating
because we loat the lnst three
games of my career.

- “It was o tough year, We had

. quite o fow scniors, a lot of guys

coming back. We had high expec-
tations for oursclves. Our 5-4
could have been 7-2 or 8-1 if a

* few things go our way.

. “Now that I can't look forward
to next season, I can't look back
with much regret. I can’t come
back next year and have an even
botter senson.” .

. Lowis has mixed emotions
about the end of his football
career. .
- “As much as I thought I'd hate
it, I can feel good about one
thing,” he said, *I can start los-
ing a little weight, so my body
‘and joints don't hurt as much,

. “But you miss it, just watching
‘games on TV; the practices and
camaraderie you have with other
players is something else.

- “None of the professional or
indoor teams have been knock-
ing down my deor. I'm pretty
sure I've hung up my cleats
except eovery Friday after
Thanksgiving for the Harrison

alumni game - the old turkey
bowl.”

wl.
Lewis helped the Harrison
fresh hes last

bafore reporting to Knlamazoo,
but he's not planning a career in
conching.

“] was amazed how I remem-
bered all the old Harrison plays
right away,” he said. “If I have a
son playing Little League foot-
ball, I'll help out there. Just
being around football in any way
is fun for me.”

Another job Lewis docsn’t plan
to pursue anytime soon is Presi-
dent of the United Statea. Harri-
son conch John Herrington pre-
dicted at the 1997 team banquet
Lewis wauld one day be preai-
dent,

“I was just pretty good at talk-
ing the conches into running the
play I wanted or giving us less
aprints after practice,” Lowis
said.

“Maybo that's why he thought
1'd be o good politician. 1 could
work the referce pretty good, too.
That might be where he got
that.”

Lewis spent three months in
Mexico last winter, fulfilling a
foreign studies requirement.

*I was doing petty well (with
the lenguage),” he said. “T lived
with a host family, and they did-
n't know any English; so you

plck it up protty fast.

“The people were real friendly
down there. You get pretty com-
fortable with it. L had a lot of
stares, because I was the biggest
guy down thore,”

. Harrison prepared him well
for college football, Lewis added.
He started four years for the
Horneta, the first at defensive
tackle, the second at offensive
tackle and the last two ot center.

*I wana more prepared for
weight lifting than anybody I
came in with,” Lewis said, “I
think we propare guys so much
botter than other high school

rograms,

*I hit the ground running,
coming from Harrison. Other
guys take time to adjusat. It
helped with playing right away.”

Two other former Harrison
players joined Lewis in the Kala-
mazoo starting lineup last sea-
son. Lewis and junior tight end
Zach Burton were second-team,
All-MIAA picks, and sophomore
defensive lineman Brett Foater
received an honorable mention.

“] wanted to go somewhere I
could play,” Lewis said. “Footbail
for me is not really fun standing
on the sideline. It's getting in
there and contributing to the
team. It was great to get four
yenrs of games instead of one or
two,”
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Enter to-win Detroit Red Wings Tickets

Check Today's Classifieds Section
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the administration and staff (at
Schooleraft) gives them support

thoy need, .
“We'll be back her next year

because if we want to be the

best, we we have to play the

best.” '

Wilber-Wright (9-7) advanced
to the final by surprising Kirt.
land CC, 83-77 on Saturday, ns
Thomas had 26 and Jordan 24.
Hubert Jones and Isaiah Brooks
ench contributed 18, .

Reuben Edwards had 22 to
lead Kirtland.

“We thought we might meet
Kirtlond in the final,” Briggs
said. “Wilber Wright gave us a
different look than we're used to.
Thoy have a lot of guys 6-2 to 8-6
who are very athletic and like to
get to the basket.

“With that matchup I thought

we adjusted well, and it will help *

us get ready for the league
because a lot of those teams will
present the same kind of look.”

The only negative on the after-
noon was a sprained ankle start-
ing peint-guard Rulen Harris
suffered near the end of the
opening half.

*The good thing is that we got
a chance to play a lot of guys and
be happy for the holidays,” Brig-

gs said. “We'll give Rulon o cou-
Ela of days off and hopefully he'll
ready for Oakland.”
" Many thought it would be hard
to duplicate last year's 32-4 sea-
son’ of & year ago when School-
craft made its first-ever trip to
the NJCAA national tourna-

ent.

But the 2001-02 Ocelots also
seem to bo on a mission.

“This year I think we're a little
bit tougher and better defensive-
1y,” fifth-year Schooleraft coach
Carlos Briggs said. “But we're
not as skilled offensively as we
were last year when we had guys
like Derrick Bird (now at
Auburn) and Sam Hoakin (at
DePaul).” .

One trademark of this School-
craft squad is unselfish play.

*Mike Williams is averaging
26 points a game, but he under-
stands he doesn’t have to be just
a scorer for us to win," Briggs
said, “All of our guys do a good
job with that. That's why we had
alot of layups.”

Schoolcraft also got a boost
from 6-7, 285-pound center Del-
var Barrett, a Detroit Cooley
graduate who was playing in

. only his third game after trans-

ferring in from the University of

Toledo.

He had 26 total points in the
tournament and gives SC en
inside presence along with
Moton-Spruill,

“Delvar has good hands, good
footwork and is skilled,” Briggs
said. “He had some things he
had to do off the coust to be eligi-
blo to play. We told him what he
had to do, which is to make a
commitment. He got n 2.8 grade-
point taking 17 hours,

“If he gets his weight down to
about 260, we hope he can be a
real factor for ua by state tour-
ney time. He's been coming in on
his own and riding a bike and
I'm encouraged by hia progress.”

Kirtland, coached by former
Schoolcraft coach Glen Donahue,
bounced Sunday to win the con-
sclation game against George
Brown (11.8) of Toronte, Ont.,
93-81, as Edwards had 29 and
Monte Tucker added 24.

Dion Horsford and Michael
Hayles scored 24 and 23, respec-
tively, for George Brown. Omar
Omar had 16 in the loss to
Schoolcraft.

Againat George Brown, SC's
leading scorera included Clark
(18), Williams (16), Barrett (13)
and Harris (11).

Spartans have best effort in win

Redford Bishop Borgess boys
basketball coach Lloyd Pracdel
said his team played its “best
game o far this yenr” with a §3-
44 win over Saginaw Buena
Vista Snturday in the University
of Detroit-Jesuit’s Roundball
Classic. :

Darien Bynum led the Spar-
tans (3-2) with 24 points and 12
rcbounds.

“The guys were very much
under control and did a great job

reducing the number of
turnovers,” said Proedel.

Borgess led all but threo peri-
ods with senior forward A.J.
Shakir-Fulford adding 12 points.

Buena Vista's only double fig-
ure scorer was Mekele Cooper
with 16 pointa.

“We executed things well both
offensively and defensively,”
Pracdel said. * The game was
close all the way through but we
held our own. -

Whalers from page D1

“I feel good about the progress
we've mado 8o far, and we've had
a lot of compliments from people
who saw us play last year and
this year. We've made o lot of
improvements.”

The Spartans maintained a
consistent training schedule over
the holidays, and Praedel said
his tenm is ready and cager to
stact Catholic League play Fri-
day at Pontise Notre Dame Prep.
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With Whalers® gosltender Pau) Drew
off for the oxtra aitacker. Plymouth
scored on Stewart’s gool with Just under
27 seconds to go from Surma.

W WHALERS 3, LONDON 2; Before
4,167 Frigay ot the tce House, Ply-
mouth beat tho host Knights on goals
by Stewart, Liffiton and Rob McBride (a
shert-honded breakeway goal).

The Knights' Charlie Stephens scoted
Bt 15:36 of the third to cut tho deficit
to 32, but Londan {13-14-4-8) couldn’t
score the equalizer,

The Knights, who went 1-for9 on the
powor play, played without four key per-
formers — feft winger Rick Nash {Cano-
da) and gositender Jan Chovan (Slo-
vokia) 8t tha World Junlors In the Czech
Repubfic; right winger Corey Perry and

center Dyian Hunter, both piaying for
Team Ontario at the World Undet-17
Tournament in Manitoba.  /

The Whaters played without five — all
at the World Juniors — Stephen Weiss
{Conada), Livor Ustinul (Czech Repub-
%ic), Jason Bacashibua {U.5.), Kris
Vernarsky {U.S.) and Chad LoRese
(u.s.)
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NEW YEAR ACTION AT THE PALACE
KOBE. SHAQ. VINCE CHRTER ANO KMART PHOTO
SATURDAYS HIGHLIGHT THESE ERRLY JANURRY GAMES

Saturday, January 8 » 7:50 PM
v5. CLEVELAND CRVALIERS

Kmart Photo Saturday. Have your photo taken with a Pistons player on
the floor from 6:00 to 8:20.

K

vs. L.A. LAKERS

Tuesday, January 8 » 8:00 PM

Shaq and Kobe rock The Palace. First 4000 fans recelve a
Jerry Stackhouse poster courtesy of RE/MAX.

REMIX

Saturday, January 18 « 7:50 PM
vs. CHAALOTTE HOANETS

Kmart Photo S8aturday. Have your photo taken with a Pistons player on
the floor from 6:00 to 8:20.

K

Tuesday, January 18 « 7:30 PM
vs, TORONTD RRPTORB

Vince Carter, Mo Peta and the Raptors visit Tha Palace. First 3000 fans
reoeive a Pistons hat courtesy of Ticketmaster.com.
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