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Tourmg the Rock

You won’t miss a thing
with 8 Days a Week

. Alcatraz is reminder of prison life

BY LisA E[NO!!ANIA
Assoc

~ ALCATRAZ ISLAND Calif.

(AP) wuh lta fat uongulls.
and

lar views, it's hard to {magino

that Alcatraz Island was once

homo to one of the world's most

infamous prisons.

Located 1-1/4 miles off the
coast of San Francisco, the pic-
turesque setting seems hotter
suited to a vacation spot than
the maximum-security peniten-
tinry known as The Rock that
once housed hardened criminals
such as Al Capone.

Today the National Park Ser-
vice operates Alcatraz as a
tourist attraction, which draws
about 1.4 million visiters a year,
a fourth of them from foreign
countries. Visitora can take a
short ferry ride across San Fran-
cigea Bay and walk through the
old pnann cells, the lunchroom,

other prison facilities and the

military installationa that pre-
dated the prison. .

An cxcellent audiotape guide,
as well a8 lectures by National
Park Service rangers, helps
bring to life what Alcatraz must
hove been like. Former inmates
and guards discuss their typical
routines, s well as their own
specific memorics.

There are also descriptions of
some of the eacape attempts,

Good times reported at the Badlands

SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) _
While some feared the Scpt, 11
terrorists attacks might lead to
less tourism travel, attractions
in South Dakota saw an incrense
in traffic.

Mount Rushmore attracted

-.56,033 visitors in November,

mere than double the number

from'lnst year. The figuro boost- *

ed the 11-month total for the
year above 2.6 million or 1.1 per-
cent ahead of last ycar, accord-
ing to the state tourism depart-

ment.

The Badlands National Park,
Jewsl] Cave, the Mommoth Site
and Wind Cave also reported

comploto with sirons and othor
sound effects.

inmates at Alcatraz must have
f-lt i pulpnblo Although San

Some popular mii
aro dispelled, including the accu-
racy of tho Bird Man of Alcatraz
cheracter played by Burt Lan-
caster in the movie of the same
name. And fenr not: Contrary to
popular belicf, man-cating
sharks do not cirelo the island.

Once outside the barracks,
though, visitors are on their own
— and must rely on a few plac-
ards and other signs along well-
morked paths to identify build-
ings and sites, rather than any

formal guide. Although some

parts of the island are off limits,
pnmnnly for safety roasons,
there is still a good doal of
exploring to do. (Those with
physical limitations may not bo
able to do everything, although
some accommodations are made
for the disabled.)

Visitors can walk along the
water around the tip of tha
island near the mmmm of where

Tudi

ks are ensily

visible l'rum the island’s shores, .

a bont was really the only way to
leave when the prison was oper-
ating.

- A look outsido also provides a
powerful reminder of Alcatraz’
role in American history after
the prison closed in 1963, Paint-
ed on one of the building's exteri-
ors are the words “INDIANS
WELCOME" _ a reminder of the
island's 19-month occupation by
Native Americanas,

In 1868, & group of American

Indian activists sailed to tho
island and set up camp in hopes

" of incrensing awarenesa of their

causes, Federal authorities even-
tually removed the activists from
the island, but Aleatraz is con-
sidered o seminal event in the
development of the Native Amer-
ican pride movement.

There is a amall exhibit in a
building near the dock where the

guards' families = their
children - once lived; past the
warden's now-burned-out house,

the prison factory and by tho old -

lighthouse. Tho prison ynrd
whero inmates used to exerciso
and watch ships coming into the
harbor, is open, too. There's also
a protected bird sanctuary,
which causcs parts of the island
0 bo closed closed seasonally.
“Even today, the isolation that

November jncrenses, Traflic was
up 25 percent at the Lowis and
Clark Recreation Aren west of
Yankton.

“You hate to benefit from a
national tragedy,” anid Craig
Pugsley of Custer State Park.
“But South Dakota might be a
benefactot of the attacks.”

South Dakota touriat attrac-
tions have been able to Jure peo-
ple looking for a place for reflec-
tion, said Bill Honerkamp, presi-
dent of the Black Hills Badlands
tind Lakes Association,

“We are seeing the {lip side of
the terrorist situation,” Hon-
erkamp said. “It's interesting to

ferry ks, ns woll as a
documentary to watch. Visitors
can-also learn more about Alca-
traz’ previous incarnations as a

military reservation and military.
- prison. Although Alcatraz is best

known for its role as a federal
pomtonhnry, visitora would be
remisa to pass on the chance to
learn more about these parts of

* its history.

If you go to Aleatraz, buy your

aee what we've always consid-
cred special - and what others
might have considered corny. =
suddenly become wonderful
assets.”

Tourist nttractions also got a
hoost from this year's mild fall
wenther,

Custer State Park in the Black
Hills reported a 66 porcent
increase in traflic in October,

The Empire Mall in Sioux
Falls nlso benefited from good
woather, Traffic approached
nelarly 11 million visi
2001 and in November 3
percent from a year nge.
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“People are looking at life

tickets days in advance and plan
on coming carly in the dny. Fer--
‘vies loave about every 30 min.
utos from San Froncisco’s Fish-
erman's Wharf through
midafternoon, and it is not
unusual for them to scll out. It's
also advisable to come in the
morning, since the island gets
crowded very quickly.

Although ferry tickets specify
when you arrive at the Aleatraz,
you can leave at any time, up
until 4:30:p.m. when the last
boat leaves. Also, dress warmly.
The island can get cold because
of the wind and water. -

Wlll FREE TICKETS!
Y Meadow Brook
\5 Theatre

GARTASD LRIVERSITY § PROJISSIONAL THEATRE (OMPANY

The Mystery
of irma Vep

Madcap Mayhem on the Moors!
Tickets are available online

and by phone through the Blue JAN 9 FEB 3
& Gold Flect, the ferry contract-

ed by the National Park Service by Chares Ludam

to provide Alcatraz service, The portrait of deceased Lady

The cost, as of November 2001,
was $13.25 for on adult with an
audiotape tour, $9.25 without
the tour, with discounts for chil-
dren and seniors,

Blue & Gold nlso offers a prici-
or "Alcatraz Aftor Dark” tour
that is fully escorted and allows
a nighttime glance of the island.

Visitora interested in sceing
nearby Angel Island, which is
known as the “Ellis Island of the
West,"™ can buy a combination
ticket package that provides
transportation to both islanda,

Hillcrest looms over the misty bogs
of Lord Edgar's Mandacrest Manor,
You'll die laughing as werewolves
howl, mummies creep and vampires
dine in this campy send-up of gothic
romances and classic horor movies.
Two actors play eight characters In
a blur of costumes and gendess, »

MAT RATING MAY NOT DE SUTTADLE FOR PRLTEENS.

Tickets start at fust $171

MBT BOX OFFICE:

(248) 377-3300
GROUP DISCOUNTS: (248) 370-3316
www.mbtheatre.com

Made puasitie by:

Otsevr Freack @)

COUPLES NIGUT! luy one lichet. ant second half prce? Weed, Thuors & Sun malits

— Win Tickets to See MBT's —
THE MYSTERY OF iRMA VEP

Seo today's OLE clossified ads — Section 710, Estate Sales ~ for the winning
answeil Send posteard with the correct answer, your nome, address & daytimo
phone to: IRMA VEP CONTEST, Meadow Brook Theatre, Ookland University,
Rochester, M1 48309, Five winners will be randomly selccted from eatries with
coirect answers recetved by Wednesday, Jan, 24th,

s dj“

quite differently and are becom-
ing closer to their families. They
want to show that through gifts
and, in South Dakata, are com-
ing out here more.”

Near Hot Springs, Wind Cave
National Park had nearly three
times a8 many visitora this
November as lnst but traffic is
down slightly for the yoar.

Visitation at Badlands Nation-
al Park ia down 13.4 percent for
the year. But at the end of
November, the numbers were up
17.6 percent for the month,
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In 100 words, or less, give us your idea of a wonderfully romannc
evening for two and you could win:

¥ Transportation, complements of International Limousine in
Westland .

¥ A dozen sed roses; Flowers from Joe by Carolynn in Livonia

¥ A romantic dinner for two at Cafe Cortina In Farmington Hills

v Candy from Kemnitz Fine Candies & Gifts in Plymouth K

¥ Two tickets to a Red Wings game on February 8, 2002

+~ You have until Friday, January 25, 2002 to send in your entry. ¥ You must be
18 years old, iimit your lesson in love to 100 words or less, and think

d in your hc

¥ The winning romantic couple will be anr
newspaper on Thursday, Janvary 31.
¥ Send your entry to:
Cathy Young, Promotion Manager
“LESSONS IN LOVE CONTEST"
Observer Newspapers, 36251 Schoolcraft, Livonfa MI 48150
Phone: 734-953-2155 Fax: 734-953-2232_e-mall: cyoung@oe.homecomm.ne
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