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Honor from page Al
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comes to public service. Galli-
son’s grandfather was a Detroit
police officer; his father had
applied to become a firefighter,
but failed the eye test.

After moving to Farmington
Hills, Gallison started looking
around for somewhero to use his
new-found talent. Unfamiliar
with the area - “The closest 1
ever come to Farmington Hills
was 12 Oaks Mall” - he stopped
at o gas station and asked where
the nearest fire department was,

The attendant directed him to
Station 4 on Drake Road, where
he started work as a paid, on-call
firefighter in 1994,

Gallison was hired as a career

Monday
ceremony -
honors officer

Dan Redriguez is the Farm-
ington Hills 2001 Polico Offi-
cor of the Yeai. !

He will be honored at an
awards ceremony *5:30 p.m. on
Monday, Jan. 14, at the
Costick Activitios Center on 11
Mile, just east of Middlebelt.
Chief William Dwyer will be
presenting the award before
city officials and the general

‘public. -

said Hills Police Commander
Patrick Browne. “It’s critical to
have planas in place to prevent
situntions,” Browne said.
Posthumus alsc wants stu-
dents to be vi’gilnm. in rep‘oning

1n or around school. Lnat year,
the Michigan State Polico catab-
tished the School Violence Hot-
line to provide a way for stu-
dents to anonymously report
specific threats of imminent vio-
lence or other suspicious or crim-
inal conduct.

The toll-free hotline oporates
24 hours a day, every day. The
number is 1-800-815-TIPS. «

“In neu.rly cvery situation of

firefighter in April, 1998 and i
now assigned to hend: ters ot
Station 5, 11 Mile and Orchard
Loke Roads. Ho's stuck with this
line of work in part because of
the action and deing something
new every day.

But he said there's another
reason he enjoys being a fire-
fighter.

*I just like helping people,” he
said.

That shows in his work. When
tha awards team reviewed his
file, Marinucci said, they found
mora than 16 letters of apprecia-
tion from people in the communi-
ty.
“They came from a wide vari-
ety of people for different activi-
ties,” Marinucci said. “In those
letters, ho has been called an
‘angel'. He received a letter from
another fire fighter in another
city who waa extremely compli-
mentary, and he received a letter
from a person who usually is not
quite so complimentary regard-
ing city services.”

Since being hired, Gallison has
continued his education, carning

B, BPEN

a Fire Officer II Certificate and
paramedic license in 1987. He
has been a member of the
department’s award-winning
extrication team for three years,
Marinucei soid.

Among his “in-house” activi-
ties, Gallison works with the
Safety Committee to find new
gear that will impraove firefighter
safoty and nssists with training
the Rapid Intervention Team.
Gallison has received five Lifo
Saving Awards.

“Brian has had a positive

impnct on our Dopartment and |

is very deserving of this award,”
Marinucci aaid.

Other awards -

Career Firefighter of the Year:
Jim Etzin; Station Members of
the Year (voted by their peers):
#1-Lt. Dave Moriarty, 42-Ray
Pudlik, #3-John Dresden, #4-
Tim Siegrist; Recruit Firefighter
of the Year (selected by training
officer Lt. Tom Shurtleff): Mike
Schultz
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school vi 3 knew o
crime was going to take place
but never reported it,” Posthu-
mus aaid. “I'm urging any stu-
dent or parent who suspects pos-
sible achool violence to communi-
cate and tell someons before a
crime.can take place. We all play
an important role in keeping
Michigan schools safe.”

Posthumus called the tip line
an early success. It is being cred-
ited with preventing a teen’s sui-
cide after another student called
with a concern. Local police con-
tacted school officials. .

“In that process, it was
learned that the student had
obtained materinls to commit
suicide,” Posthumus snid,

In July 1899, Gov. John
Engler signed into law Public

Act 102, a mensure to ensure
that all schools have a plan in
place to deal with emergencies.
In the wake of the Sept. 11
attacks in New York and Wash-
ington, Posthumus urged all
schools to have an up-to-date
safety plan.

Posthumus also urged school

Play actlon: Fourth grade students Samantha Rice, Dave:
and Michael Storay presented a shit that exp
a playground confrontation. Dick Posthumus obs

gov/itgov and the link to “School
Safety."

“There are three main things
that every achool in Michigan
can do to be a safe achool,”
Posthumus snid. “First, you've
got to have a plan. The second is
practice, practice and more prac-
tice. And third, comn}unicution
L b

officials to visit www.

par-

District concerned about reporting

By SUE BUCK
STAFF WRITER
sbuck@oe.homecomm.not

The Farmington school district
was one of many in the state
who had concerns about a com-
puterized report on school safety
requested by the state Depart-
ment of Education last year.

Some school districts discay.
cred problems with the lengthy,
120-question form according to
Pam Leonard, a county-wide
conaultant on school safety.

“There were a lot of problema
with it," Leonard anid, “It was
complicated. The directions came
out late. It was a huge report.
One piece of the data was do you
have a (security) plan. It wasn't,
‘Send us a plan.’”

Laminates
oN SALEL
NO-Wax Vinyl
ON SALE!

Ceramic Tile
ON SALE!

CERAMIC TILE - HARDWOOD * NO

State officinls know Farming-
ton Schools had a security plan
in place and later were told of
with the questionnaire, Leonard
anid. i

“I know that Farmington has o
plan that is very community-ori-
ented,” Leonard said.

The district approached the
olectronic questionnaire cau-
tiously.

“Some of the districts had con-
cerns about doing much report-
ing over the wire, over the com-
puter,” anid Estralee Michaclson,
director of safe schools and stu-
dent services, “We were one who
did not report.”

The district's concerns includ-
ed maintaining confidentiality

and compromising security.

“What would you request?”
nsked Lt. Gov. Dick Posthumus
at Lanigan Elementary, during
his visit there Thursday.

“Hard copy,” Michaelson said.

“We don't care how they get
there,” Posthumus said. “The
schools who haven't reported will
be contacted.”

Confidentiality was an issue
with many of the schools, said
Sue Zurvalec, nssistant superin-
tendent of stall and community
services, She wondered whether
evon a hard copy would be
secure.

“The report asked if you had o
plan,” Zurvalec asid. “You did
not have to submit on electronic
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A state report showed that
four out of every 10 Michigan
schools cither do not havea
achool safety plan or have faited
to natify the state that they have
a safety plan in place. “We'ro try-
ingdlo reach them,” Posthumus
aaid.

safety plan

copy of the plan, Confidentinlity
of all the information reported
atatowide is an issuc with many
of the schools.”

Posthumus said he'd research
the conlidentinlity issuc.

After Posthumus’ visit,
Michaclson said she is further
coneerned about reporting safety
and discipline issues over the
world wide web.

“Anybody can access it,” she
said. *I can understand public
record, but anything can be
taken out of context.”

Thinking through the conse-
quences of any action is n must,
Michaelson said. “You need to
think, ‘What if, what if, what if,
in every situntion.” . L.
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features of the Internet, read electronic editions of The Farmington
Observer and other Observer & Eccantrlc Newspapers and chat
users across lown or across the country.
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