A20(F)

The Observer & Eccentric/ THURSDAY, JANUARY 17, 2002

Boundaries /.. iz

What about Alameda and
Fairview?

Among the issues they're con-
sidering is what te do with
Alamedn and Fairview Early
Childhood Centers, Right now, if
clementary schools don’t have
spuce, students are sent Lo
Alameda, 32400 Alamedn or
Fairvew, 28500 Oak Crest
Drive.

“We want to fill other schools
where we have spuce before we
come {0 Alameda,” Cannon said.
“Why do we send kids to Alame-
da when we have spuce ot Gill
and Lanigan?”

Gill Elementary is at 21195
Gill Rond and Lanigan is at
23800 Tuck Road.

Considerations are to keep
Alameda as a “fall back™ posi-
tion depending on enrollment

_figures anddor to have Alanteda
fiouse community eduention
expanding preschoo) programs.

It costs nbout $269,000 to
keep Atameda ‘open with several
sections of kindergnrtens, two of
first grade and one second
grade, Costs at Fairview, which

1ins only kindergarien, are about .

$80,000, Capnen said. School
officials are concerned about
duplication of ataff and services
and want to turn those concerns
into n cost navinga.

Seme districts facing a lot of
growth revise houndaries annu-
ally, she snid. The Farmi

Considerations

The Farmington Schools
attendance boundery commit-
tee, which firat mot in Octo-
ber, ia considering the follow-

" ing factors in making their
decisfon:

W Future growth and poten-
tinl development in projected
enrollments.

M Keeping subdivisions
intact,

M Considering elemontary
schoals as feedors to middle
achools.

# Moving the fewest num-
ber of students, using current
ataffing ratios as guidelines.

M To ensure program equity,
Inrge group instruction, art
and music reoms and space for
other programs such a8 the
Reading Recovery and Learn-
ing Center, will be used o cal-
culate enpocity. Large group
instruction rooms may need to
be periddically uaed as clags-
ToOmB." |-

B Keeping students at a
ﬁhool for three years, if possi-

o, .

™ Portable classrooms
sllwuld be eliminated, if possi-
bl

e, .
M Whataver is dono must bo
fisenily responsible. Any addi-
tional costs will be subject to
tho budget review procesa,

scheo) district is lvoking at con-

tracting some boundnries.
Though a timeline hasn’t been
set, a gonl is to make both
Alamedn and Fairview a tuition-
hased preschool with gome grant
funding, said Terry Klenczar,
director of ndult community

1 1

. Some 1 class-

P are now held at the schools.

Muirwood move?

One option would be to move
students who live at Muirwood
Apartments to Gill Elementary,
“srandfathering” fifth graders so
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they could stay for their final
year.

“A lot of pnrents feel that it
would be hard to explain to
Muirwood how we grandfa-
thered all of our students last
yenr, and we wouldn't be able to
grandfather all of the kids at
Muirwood this coming year,”
snid Bill Smith, Longacre Ele-
mentary principal. “It's a matter
of equity and consistency. This
is just one of the things that
would be difficult if Alnmeda
wasn't availoble.”

Smith asid his school would
feel overcrowded if they took
back all the students who
attended Alameda, and all of the
Muirwood kids went to Gill.

One strength listed, that of
moving Muirwood Kids to Gill to
help stabilize and balance tran-
sitory students, was “nat accue
rate,” hie snid.

“The Muirwood people arc not
transitory,” Smith aaid. “Many
have lived there five or six
years.- That doesn't stabilize by
moving them from a place where
they have been five or six years.

Thnt's destabilizing.”

“Daes that mean we grandfa-
ther for the next 100 years?”
Cannon asked. “It doesn’t mean'
we da it forever.”

RN D
** Toam 'Farmington Spocial

Olympics will host their 10th
annua! Bowl-A-Thon Saturday,
Feb. 23 at Draokeshire Lanes
located at 35000 Grand River in
Farmington,

There will be two scesiona of
bowling at 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.
Bowlers are requested to arrive
one-half hour early to fegister.

At the 10 n.m. session, bawlers
will be served doughnuts and
bagels; at the 1 p.m. session,
pizza and pap.

“The community has really
come together to support Team
Farmington in the past, and as a
result this area had a quality

GOIf from page Al

Special Olympica program,” said
Mark R. Fishor, chairman of the
2002 Bowl-A-Thon.

Toams and individual bowlors
are nsked to call Nancy Meloche
at (248) 888-5021, to sign up
prior to the Bowl-A-Thon. Those
who can't bowl, can make a mon-
otary contribution. Lanc spon-
sorships are also availnble for
locol businesses and vendors, at
$250 per lane,

Team Farmington is o ycar-
round sportd training and cduca-
tional program open to all ath-
lotes with mental impnirments
who are or have been involved in
the Special Educntion programa

' Bowl:A-Thon to benefit Spééft_;l Olympics .

rufl by the Farmington School
District or who live in the dis-}:
trict. Students from many sure
rounding achool districts are also :
involved in thesa programs. .
Currently, Team Farmington -
offers twelve different sporting
events, more than 175 athlctes
and over 50 volunteer coaches; |
Its growth is based on support .
from the community, parenta |
and schools. The annual opernt- |
ing budget is $50,000 and must |
be raised through private donn- |
tions and proceeds from the |
Bowl-A-Thon. H

snid he was happy the project
appears on track.

He said he is awaiting a per-
mit from the state Department
of Environmental Quality to
cover the former landfill and

- that clay and soil are already on

the premises to start the process,

Most opponents of the project
said they lived in tho Old Home-
atead subdivision. Ken Massey,
president of the aubdivision
association, urged tho council to
vote against the project despite
ita redesign. .

*The arca ia already congest-
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ed,” he said, adding lnter, “Lot'a
use public property for public
use.”

After the council decision,
Massey said he was disappointed
the project was approved, He
noted that about 24 residents
will have their viow of the pre-
sent course blocked onca the con-
dominiums go up.

Other residents spoke in favor
of the idea.

The council Monday approved
natice of intent to issue bonds for

the project and have a planned
unit development agreement
drafted for later approvel.

City Manager Steve Brock told
the council he atill plans to meet
with nenrby residents to nddrens
concerns about using natural
landscapes to block the view of !
the condominiums, .

If plans go through, the first of
twa construction phases would
start in the spring. The new
course is cxpected to be rendy for
use in 2003.
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MEDICAL CENTER
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Jeaturing

Ophthalmologist

Vision Correction

7-8:30 p.m
at the Hospital

to register at

Is

Mark Weingarten, M.D.
on -
LASIK Eye Surgery and

Wednesday, January 23,

Please call Physician Referral

1-888-90-4HEALTH
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