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Warm yourself with laughter:

BY DIANE GALE ANDREASST
SPECIAL WRITER

“It’s kind of like doing the
impossible,” explained Greg
McFadden, who with Remi
Sanders, will create a blur of
energy and genius in the wildly
cnergetic spoof, The Mystery of
Irma Vep now playing at Mead-
ow Brook Theatre.

The two actors play cight parts
in the hilarious play that pokes
fun at just about every acting
genre from Penny Dreadfuls, a
popular theatrical form in Victo-
rian England, to gothic moyies,
like Rebecca nnd Wuthering
Heights, and campy horror flicks
showeasing mummies and were-
waolves,

Audicnces will be treated to a
buffet table of delicious giggles
and surprises in playwright
Charles Ludlam’s production
that has hints of o Mel Brooks
movie or Monty Python skit,

“You sweat an awful lot and
evory time you go back stage
you're constantly wiping your
face and drinking as much water
as you can,” McFadden said. “I
ent at least two bananas every
show just to mako it through.”

Many theater-goers try to
uncover a8 many film and liter-
ary references as possible in the
“tour de farce” winner of two
Obie Awarda and & Special
Drama Desk Award running
through Sunday, Feb. 3.

With electric speed, McFadden
and Sanders play an Egyptolo-
gist with a new bride, a housc-
keeper with a wooden leg, an
Egyptian princess dead for hun-
dreds of years, a ghostly intrud-
or, mummy, werewolf and other
interesting characters.

A laugh a minute,

“It's nothing but fun,” Sanders
said. “Once you get the charac-

The Mystery of Irma Vep
When: Continues through Sunday, Feb. 3.

Performances 8 p.m.
day, Sstur-

pam.

Wednesday-Thursday and 6:30
370-33186, For more

day, Sunday, and 6:30 p.m. Sunda,
Where: Wilson Hall, Oakland Unlversity,
Tickets: $26-$38, Thursday preview tickets $17. Call (248) 377-

Dlacounta: Avallable for senlor cltizens age 62 and older; stu-
dents recelve 8 20 percant discount on advance tickets, excluding
Friday-Saturday performances. Student rush tickets = purchase up
1o two tickets for $5 each day of show. Couptes nights 8 p.m.

second ticket at half price. Group tickets available by calling (248)-
com.

, 2 p.m.
.

Rochester Hills

p.m. Sunday. Buy one ticket, get

and 27.

Meet-the-Artist Talkbacks: After

visit www.
the Sunday matinee on Jan, 20,

ters down, you find your waoy hopefully for the audience teo.”

into this heightened reality, and
" you always have to keep this
It’s got to
come out of an oddly truthful
place. It's like getting on a roller
conster and enjoying the ride —

level of energy up.
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The story, hinging on the plot
of the classic, Rebecea, focuses on
the decensed Lady Hillerest who
looms over the misty bogs of
Mandncrest Manor, o haunted
house, where Lord Edgar, a
renowned Egyptologist lives with
his new wife.

Sanders and McFadden play
them all,

“The costumes are rigged so
thoy come off very quickly,” snid
McFndden, who studied at Jul-
liard, “Everything about the
show is geared with the quick

tor for the Meadow Brook pro-
ductions, was the director there,
as well,

“It waa a huge hit,” McFadden
soid. “They extended us o few
times and we were sold out real-
ly almost before we opened.

“Cincinnati had done the play
10 years before that and the
audience just loved it. They were
really oxcited when we came
back to do it,” explained McFad-

‘The Mystery of Irma Vep’ ’

Ridiculous Theatro Company it
New York.

The play starred Ludlam with'
his partner Everett Quinton and’
rey d his most fuik
theatrical production. Alter pln
ing more than 300 performances’
in New York City, the show was
revived in 1998 Off-Broadway
and in thenters ncross the world:;

Early tl}entricnl L

den who has acted in various
New York theaters, including
The Actors Company Theatro, he
Kennedy Center and numerous
regional theaters. Audiences
may recognize his distinctive
voice, which was featured in
National Public Radia's Titanic:
The Unsinkable Myth.

The ondless appeal of the show
comes from the humor that is on
so many dilferent levels, Haney
said,

“Thero is something for every-
one,” he added, “From phyaical
camedy, to double-cntendres,
slapstick, and vaudeville, this
has more laughs per minute
than anything 1 have ever been
involved with.”

Warm reception

Referring ta @ warm reception
from audiences in Cincinnati,
Haoney directed the play there
with Sanders and McFadden.

“With the blenk mid-winter
upon us, it's a great show and
once you get to the theater you
cnn warm yourself with laugh-
ter,” said Haney who has twice

ived the Ci

T innati Enter-
tainment Award. He also
worked at the Sncramento The-
ater Company and the Endin-
burgh Fringe Festival.

It's not necessary to know the
old movies that the play refers
to, Haney said comparing it to
Young Frankenstein, which cap-
tures the style of the original
movie, but twists it enough to
make it funny. The exaggera-
tions push people in the nudi-
ences *out of their seats” ns thoy
double over in laughter, Haney
said. “That’s what we hope will
happen here.” .

The Mystery of Irma Vep pre-
micred in 1984 at Ludlam’s

Ludlam’s firat encounter with
the theater was a Punch and
Judy show and freak shows at
the Minnesota State Fair. At ago
geven he was writing and smg-}
ing his own plays. When he was
17 he founded his {irst theatér
company. After gradunting from
college he joined Now York
City's Playhouse of the Ridicu-
lous, designing and building
sots, acting and divecting. In
1967 he renamed it the Ridicu-
lous Theatte Company, and all
of hia plays were produced there.
He was tho company’s artistic
director. L

Ludlam continued to act oh
stage and in TV opisedes of
Miami Vice. He taught ot New
York University and Yale Uni-
versity, and created two black
and white films: The Sorrows of
Dolores ond Museum of Wax:
Ludlam died in 1887.

Diane Gale Andreassi is a resi:
dent of Livonia and writex about
a variety of topics, including the:
ater, for the Observer & Eccen:
tric Newspapers. )

If you enjoy writing, and
would lke to contribute articles
to the feature sections of your
hometown Observer & Eccentrie
Newspaper, send or e-mail your
resume (as a text file) and three
samples of your writing to: Keelg
Kaleski Wygonih, Assistant Man?
aging Editor, Features, {he
Observer & Eccentric Newspa-
pers, 805 E. Maple, Birmingham,
MI 48009, hwygonik@ocl
homecomm.net :

We are currently seeking movle,
and community theater critics.
For more information, call Wygol
nik (248) 901.2687. .

Observer Classifieds sell! -
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