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in schools and want to come to
the concerta,

“We're also partnering with
service groups to assist our ush-
ers. For our Feb, 3 benefit con-
cort we'll have the Birmingham
Community Coalition which
works to prevent substance
nbuse in kids, In addition to
helping our ushers, they'll dis-
play their material on a table.
We're trying to show the commu-
nity we're nll here together try-
ing to help ench other. Teday wo
have to crente new situntions for
our own groups to survive,”

"Layoffs led to a decline in cor-
porate giving for all of the local
orchestras, Lamphere directs the
Birmingham-Bloomfield Sym-
phony's efforts to raise the annu-
al $180,000 in operating expens-

“es.

. State grants, corporate and
individual giving, ticket sales,
three fundraisers a year, and
program ads all count when it
comes time to put on a concert.

“This week I'm starting to
make cold calls to give,” snid
Lamphere. “We can’t depend on
the corporate world, Last year at

oo

so they're ambassadors in the
schoola.”

Pontinc-Oakland
Symphony

Education plays a major role
at several local community
orcheatras including the Pontiac.
Onkland Symphony.

Music director Greg Cunning-
ham believes young peoplo
would develop a love of classical
musie if they only heard it.
That's why he works tirclessly to
raise their $150,000 operating
budget from corporations and
season subsgeribors.

A fundraiser and Michigan
Council for the Arts and Cultur-
al Affairs grant supplement the
donations.

Unfortunntely, this year's
grant money is late and the Feb,
9 concert had to be canceled but
the Feb. 24 program will goon
as scheduled.

“Students need to be exposed
to music. We had a petting zoo to
introduce children to the differ-
ent instruments before our
Christmns concert,” said Cun-
ningham, an assistant music

this time we had a wond
commitment from corporations
and busincsses, By June ar July,
some people pulled back because
they were having to lay off pco-

ple.

“We lost $10,000 to $156,000.
We had to raise ticket prices to
$26 and began offering frec
admission for kids, If kids are
inlcrested it helps us bring in
adults, We try to stimulate stu-
dents in the schools, Approxi-
mately 20-percent of our orches-
tya members are music teachers

T an d of
instrumental music at Oakland
University in Rochester,

The university contributes in-
kind services to the Pontiac-Onk-
land Symphony and pays his
salary.

The partnership benefits both
groups s well s several OU
students who play with the POS,

Livonia Symphony

Like the rest of the local
orchestras, the Livonia Sympho-
ny had to institute measures to
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Oakland Community College presents

:- IIIrd Tyme Out

+ The OCC Bluegrass Series continues with
lird Tyme Out. Variety Is the key to this
- innovative award winning, talented
group who will leave you wanting more.
Expect Bluegrass at It's best.

OAKLAND
COMMUNITY
ptiicy

8:00 p.m., Friday
January 18th, 2002
0OCC Royal Oak/Liln Jones-
Johnson Theatre
139 South Washington, Royal
Oak, Ml

General Admission *15.00
— Ample Parking —
For more informatlon call
(248) 246-2627/2625

Y

Meadow Brook
‘ b Theatre

OAKLAND UNIVERSITY'S PROFESSIONAL THEATRE COMPANY

The Mystery
of Irma Vep

Madcap Mayhem on the Moors!

JAN 9 - FEB 3
by Charles Ludlam

The portrait of deceased Lady
Hillcrest tooms over the misty bogs
of Lord Edgar's Mandacsest Manor,
You'll die taughing as werewolves

make up for losses in giving.

1.S0 president Bob Bennett
has lots of experience with bud-
geta as former Mayor of Livonin
but the effects of a recession and
lack of volunteora present an
uphill battle,

This season the orchestra cut
back its seven season concerts to
aix. Even 8o, costs mount fast
when fces for a single concert
run $18,000.

To help raise money for their
$135,000 budget the LSO will
hold n Feb. 8 benefit that begins
with 8 6 p.m. dinner, flollowed by
a concert and silent auction.
Tickets range from $50 to $20,
Call (734) 425-4855.

“It'a looking dim for the annu-
al goll' outing, There's no one to
chair the event — Chip in for the
Arts,” said Bennett. .

“We lost the opportunity for
our fall fundraiser because the

wouldn't allow us to do it this
year. We dld place fliers in Tar-
get, Kroger and Tru Value Hard-
ware as bag stuffers to attract
nudiences. .

“Still it's difficult finding local
businesses and corporate span-
sors. Ford is the largest support-
er followed by Target. We've also
had help from nonprofit organi-
zationa like Livenia Town Hall,
Livonin Arta Commisaion and
Livonia Community Foundation,
Individual contributiona are
growing modestly as our reputa-
tion na n good orchestra haa
grown but there's a cutback of
corporate givers. Frankly, I don't
see a future for community
orchestras, The main reason ia
the voluntecr base just gets
smallor and smaller, Even ser-
vice cluba are struggling just to
keep warm bodies.”

local mall was {1
Wao're trying to cut expenses in

doring itsels,  Rochester Symphony
Keith Hale relics on the
li b t hony's Women's

other areas,
ship in the American Symphony
Orchestra League and subscrip-
tions to related publications but
while you're doing that costs go
up for printing, auditorium
rental, postage, insurance and
union wages for musicians,

“We sent out 10,000 flicrs to
schools last year for The
Nutcracker but the schools

M NIRRT

ymp!
Guild to help keep the orchestra
solvent as does the Plymouth
Symphony with its League
which raises $25,000 annually
through homo tours and Jumi-
nary sales,

‘When Hale took over two
years ago as president, the .
Rochester Symphony was
$30,000 in the red. The Women's
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Guild raised $26,000, Last year
thoy ended up $2,000 in the
black. This year’s budget comes
in at around $90,000 and
includes a search for o new con-
ductor. After 20 years, music
director Jim Hohmeyer is mov-
ing to Midland to direct the arta
center there.

“Community orchestras are 2
dying breed,” said Hale. “It takes
a lot of support to get it done. 1
can't say enough about our
Women's Guild who've been the
salvation of the orchestra.

“Advertising helpa too. We
place concert information on a
billboard on the main road com-
ing into town and offer two free
tickota in a newcomer’s book. We
present six perfarmances on less
than the first violiniet of the
DSO gets paid.”

Nearly 40-years old, the
Rochester Symphony is com-
posed of 20 to 30 musician union
members and the rest volun-
teers, just as most of the semi-
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professional community orclies-
tras. Their Feb, 22 concert will
feature one of the conductors
vying for Hohmeyer's position.
Afterwards, Hale will hand out
surveys to the audience and
musicions to help select o succes-
sor.

*Qur programming is standard
classical repertoire, accepted
tunes from the last 100 years
from Mozart to Stravinsky,” said
Hohmeyer.

“We have a core of people who
love classical music and want to
see something on the program
they like.”

Community orchestras provid-
ing community concerta tailored
to the community - no one else ia
capable of providing that. It
would be n ghame if we didn't all
support our symphonies in what-
ever way passible.
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IT'S NOT JUST A PLACEL. IT'S A STATC OF MIND.
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'S TOP CRITICS ARE
T ‘BLACK HAWK DOWN

TIME. AEAGAZINE. Ku hand S Durbel

“GREAT...TERRIFI

R RILLIANT...
A COMPELLING EXPERIENCE”

NEWSIWEER. David Ansn

* * * *“RIDLF,Y SCOTT'S
UNCOMPROMISING VISION
IS AWESOME?
TUE NLAY Y ORRER. David Doty
“*BLACK HAWK DOWN’ IS
ABSOLUTELY FIRST-RATE
AL, Peter Travess
ONE OF THE BEST
MOVIES OF THE YEAR

THEDOGS ARE BRINGING DOWN THE HOUSE!

FROM A PRODUCER DF *GEDRGE DF THE JUNGLE'
AND THE DIRECTOR QF ‘BEETHOVEN®

CUBA GDODING. IR,

howl, mummies creep and vampires
dine in this campy send-up of gothic
romances and classlc horror movies.
Two actors play eight characters in

a blur of costumes and genders.

AN EXHILARAT
EXPERIENCE"

MATRATING MAY ROT T SUITABLL FOR PRE TITNS

Torsk, 10¥) TIRES - Petes Treven, ROLLING STORE
Siepben Meated, THE WASIYGTON FOST  Jach Machews, XEW TDRX DANY AERS
Cmasmel Uy, SCUTIN INTERGATIONAL * Mot Clerk, LA TO0AY
¥y, Jort oo, GOOO MORNING ANTIA RATIORAL BOLEN OF REVITW

Tlckets start at just 517!

MAT BOX OFFICE:

(248) 377-3300
GROUP DISCOUNTS: (2481 370-3316
www.mbtheatre.com
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