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a piano porformance major at
Western Michigan University,

“I was protty excited just to
get to play in the Detroit area,”
snid Buasin now in his third
year at WMU. Bassin began
playing piano at age 5 and
comes from a musical family.
His paternal grandmother was a
piano tencher who taught his
mother as a teen, then later
mailed books to Michigan for
him to study and practice.

- Bassin will perform music
learned during his years at tho
dniversity, including his first
when he tripped on tho steps
there and broke his right hand.
With a huge casat restricting
movement of his fingers and
juries in three weoks, Bassin
decided to lenrn Alexander Scri-
abin's Prelude and Nocturne for
the Left Hand, Op. 9.

. He performs the pieco along
with variations by Beethoven
and Brahms, and George
Rochberg’s Toccata-Rag form
Carnival Music.

« *The Scriabin is a break from
the usual,” said Basain who's
gtudied with Fedora Horowitz,
Rochelle Lupovitch and Louis
Nagel.

< “The audicnce should just sit
Lack nnd listen to the beauty of
it.”

: Yuriy Leonovich thinka once
the nudience hears him perform
the lnst half of the Jan, 20 pro-
gram, they'li love cello as much
s he does.

* Leonovich began playing the

instrument at age 10.
Ho's now a 17-year old student
at Birmingham Groves High

School and plays with tho -

Southfield Philharmonic whose
next concert is Feb, 24,

“It's & beautiful instrument,
said Leonovich, who immigrated
to Franklin from Ukranine 7-
years ago.

“You can have the widest
range of strings, five to six
actaves. On violin il you go that
high you go deaf.”

Leanovich has no intention of
doing that.

He plans on studying for a
bachelor's degrae in porfor-
mance with a minor in composi-
tion at Weatorn Michigan Uni-
veraity before heading to a con-
servatory for graduate studies.

Leonovich began composing
musie¢ in 7th grade. He'll pre-
miore his 23rd cello concorto,
which he wrote in one day, at
the temple.

“It's u new type of concerto for
me,” said Leonovich who pre-
micered his fifth cello concerto at
the Jewish Community Centor
in West Bloomfield. “The first
movement is very dark with this
Jjoking sntirical element, I'll per-
form 4-picces of my favorite 100
pieces. .

“I'm actually getting kind of
nervous. I never played for that
long with all eycs on me for o
half an hour,”

Chomin from page Bl

internship program last year
and may sec the results rolling
down the rond in a couple years.
But oven if he doesn’t, Yeo
feels the experience taught him
elements of design critical to cre-
ating cars of the future.
< -Built on computer, the concept
vechicles were milled by Venture
Automotive in high density
foam.
- Students honed not only
design skills but learned about
the engincering potential of steel
dnd how to create with the mnte-
tinl.
-In turn, the American Iron

and Steel Tnstitute realized now

" ways designers could uso steel in

the finished product,

“It tnkes more imagination,”
said Yeo.

“It's a very unique project. I
learned a whole new vocabulary
of design and about production
and how to design using the
Alias program to create three
dimensions and animate it.”

Have an interesting idca for @
story? Call Observer & Eccentric
arts reporter Linde Ann Chomin
at (734) 953-2145 or send c-mail
to lch @ oc. k net

Dancers step to a live

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
BTAFP
Ichomin@ou.homecomm.net

Matthew Rose wouldn't think
of dancing with any other com-
pany than Mark Morris. After
graduating with a bachelor of
fine arts degreo from the Univer-
aity of Michigan in 1982, Rose
danced as soloist with the
Martha Graham Danco Compn-
ny for three years bofore answer-
ing an open call for dancers for
the Mark Morris troupe. Three
years nfter nuditioning he
received a call from the company
and the rest is history.

The Brooklyn-based troupe
thrives on lively movement and
Rose can't sce himself dancing
with a company that's less than
driven. Mark Morrie Dance
Group leaps into Music Ball
Center for the Performing Arts
Saturday-Sunday, Jan, 19-20.

“It's a very musical company,”
said Rose. “Mark always chore-
ographs to music. It's very musi-
cally based and covers a range of
emotions, It's also very human
with different sizes and races of

Take time 10 enjoy that peaceful
retreat you've been dreaming about,
at an enchanting AAA four diamond
country inn, where you can unwind
at the spa, savor fine cuisine, and
chjoy the fresh outdoors.

Packages from $195.00 US

r , include overnight
azo%n, vouchers,
breakfast and 3-course candlelight
dinner, Rates are subject to change
with currency fluctuations.
Gbnenmluer Inn & Spa
Asalways. Like pever before,
1-800-265-1711
www.benmiller.on.ca
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Goderich, Ontario, Canada  §
(Only 90 minutes from Fors Huron, Mi} H

MUSIC HALL CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS
2001-02 MODERN DANCE SERIES
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“Mark Morris is intensely musical deceptively cerebral ‘
insinuatingly sensual fabulously funky.”

~Los Angeles Times

: *Attention Dance Instructors and students =

z Half-price tickets are available for the January 20 3 p.m. show.

There will be a Talkhack with Mark Morris following the performance.
Call the Box Office for details -

JANUARY 19-20, 2002
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In Metion

dancera in the company.”

Founded in 1980, Mark Morris
Dance Group tours internation-
ally six months of the year,
treating audicnces to chorcogra-
phy containing elements of bal-
fet, folk and Broadway, From the
early 19808 Canonic Studies
(clever and funny with no real
story) to Dancing Honcymoon
from 1988, the program presents
n retrospective of Morris's chore-
ography. Parlor songs (rom the
19208 and 30s eot tho mood for
the Honecymoon work while
Anton Dvorak's music serves as
1 backdrop for The Office. Grand
Duo is tribol and dark.

The eclectic repertoire is why
Joe Bowle has danced with the
company since 1989, It's not like
he haan’t worked with other
troupes. After graduating from

Mark Morris Dance
Group

What: The group presents
e modern dance concert

When: 8 p.m. Saturday,
Jan. 19, and 3 p.m, Sunday,
Jan. 20 - i

Where: Music Hall Center
for the Performing Arts, 3560
Madison, Detroit

Tickots: $256-840. Call
(313) 963-2388

Brown University in Rhode
Island, Bowie joined the Paul
Taylor Dance Company before
becoming a member of the Mark
Morris Dance Group in Belgium
in 1988, The company was just
beginning a three yenr residency
at the Theatre Royal de la Mon-

naic in Brussels. Since then
thoy've danced at U.S, and major
international festivals and won
the Laurence Olivier Award for
Best New Dance Production for
their British premier of L'Alle-
gro, il Penscrosa ed il Moderator
with the English National
Opera, An Emmy Award win-
ning film collaboration with cel-
list Yo-Yo Mn ontitled Falling
Down Stairs was topped only by
moving into the company's first
permanent headquarters in the
1.8, — the Mark Morris Dance
Center in Brooklyn in fall 2001,

“It's a great company,” said
Bowla who grew up in Lansing.
“Mark takes us into considera-
tian when he's choreographing a
piece, It’s freer dancewise and
inspired by the music.”
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is 3 fun, eaciting and healthiul
way to cnjoy the outdoors.

Because there I$ limited space
avaifable, pre-registration
is rcquired. For more infor-
mation, call Monday through
Friday at lcast onc week in
advarce,

€alt cach site for reserva-
tion. Pay on day of lesson.
$13 includes equipment rental,
90 minute lesson and open
skiing for half day: $9 with own
oquipment.

Lessons take place conditions
permitting.
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10 a.m.-noon and {:30-3:30 p.m.
Cabin Fever Cure ~ january 26
* Cross-country Skiing Fun Race
* Ski & snowshoa clinlcs

* lcaskating lce fishing

at Waterford Oaks County Park,
Michigan's first refrigerated

In 100 words, or less, give us your idea of a wonderfully romantic
evening for two and you could win:

'Transponallon, complements of International Limousine in

¥ A dozen red rosés; Flowers from Joe by Carolynn in Livonia
¥ A romantic dinner for two at Cafe Cortina in Farmington Hills
¥ Candy from Kemnitz Fine Candies & Gifts in Plymouth

¥ Two tickets to a Red Wings game on February 8, 2002

the right track
with the '

@bserver & Eccentric .
Cross-country Ski School

tndependence Oaks County Park
9501 Sashabaw Road, Clarkston * 248-625-0877

Observer & Eccentric Ski School
January 6, 12 & 20and February 3,9 & 17

Register 8-10 a,m.; clinles from 9 a.m,—noon (30 min. sessions)
Race begins at 10 a.m.; awards & prize drawings az noon

* Cross-country skilng
* Roaring bonfire
* Nature center tours

£
-
»

' C B.ob

Ll

C.0g® @' € Q0@

+” You have until Friday, January 25, 2002 to send in your entry. ¥ You must be ’/
18 years old, limit your lesson in love to 100 words or less, and think

romance! ¥ Include your name, age, address, phone, e-mall with your entry Py
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: [} Gengral Mators,

Maggie Allesee
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Tickets: Range from $25-$50. Senior, Group and Student Discounts are available.

Tickets on Sale at all TicketMaster locations or by calling
313.963.2366 (Music Hall Box Office)
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¥ The winning ramantic couple will be ed in your hometown
newspaper on Thursday, January 31.
¥ Send your entry to: *
Cathy Young, Promotion Manager
“LESSONS IN LOVE CONTEST"

Observer Newspapers, 36251 Schoolcraft, Livonta MI 48150
Phone: 734-953-2155 Fax: 734-953-2232 ¢-mail: oe¢.homecomm.net
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