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Shot down

Former Tuskegee airman shares his story at Cloverdale

Isig SUE BUCK
sbuck®oo.homecomm.not

Shot down over enemy territo-
ry in Germany, retired U. S, Air
Force Lt, Col. Alexander Jeffer-
son, a combat pilot, vividly
remembers both World War 11
and his return to civilian life.

Jefferson, 80, and n Detroit
resident will speak at a 1 p.m.
Jan, 21 Peace Pole dedication at
Cloverdale Developmental Cen-
ter, 33000 Freedom Road, in
obgervance of Martin Luther
King Jr.'s birthday.

He wne among about 1,000
pilots who received their wings
at the Tuskegee Institute and
the Tuskegee Army Airfield in
Alabama and received the Pur-
ple Heart just last year. In Jan-
uary 1944, he graduated from
flight school. Jefferson’s P-51

Mustang with a single seat and
a 1,600 horscpower engine was
considered a Porache. The P-51
could accompany bombers all the
say to Berlin and back.

On August 12, 1944, Jefferson
was shot down over Germany
while firing ot radar stations
close to the ground, under heavy
fire from troops below.

“1 got hit 60 feet off the
ground,” he said.

Fellow pilots saw his plane go
down, but didn't see Jefferson
bail out. So, at first. they
thought he was dend.

“They sent a KIA (Killed in
Action) telegram back to my
mother and father,” he said.

His parents learned three
months later that he was still
alive.“My mother's hair went
white,” Jefferson said.

Jefferson’s parachute didn’t
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WHY SETTLE FOR THE ORDINARY?

REGENT STREET provides extraordinary assisted
living for older adults. Everything at Regent Street
has been designed and planned for the care,
comfort and safety of each resident. Nurses are on
duty, on site, twenty four hours a day, seven days a
week, Residents not only know the security of
having medical personnel in the building but most
importantly, Regent Street offers a level of medical
management that is unique,

With  only. forly-seven  assisted living
accommodations and fourteen in a secured
memory impaired wing everyone is assured of the
personal attention they require and deserve. All
accommodations feature private bathrooms with
walk-in showers. There are walk-in bathtubs for
those who prefer a tub bath. Activities are planned
for seven days a week. Transportation is available
for appointments and social events.

You don’t have to settle for the ordinary.

@ Call Renee Mahler at:

Lamemme . 248-683-1010

Regent Street Assisted Living
4460 Orchard Lake Road,
West Bloomfield
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features of the Intemnet, read editions of The F

Observer and other Observer & Eccentric Newspapers and chat
with users across town or across the country,

**Photo orders must be for pictures that have been taken by our
staff photographers. Please provide publication date, page aumber
and description of the picture, which must have been published
within the past six months. Prints are $20 for the first print, $7.50
for :ach additional print. Payment is in advance (check or credit
card).
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One yeor (Sr. Citizen) ......$51.60
One yeor (out of State) ...$97.60
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Guest speaker:
Alexander Jefferson is a
Tushegee Airman and
former German prisoner
of war.
open until he renched the trees,
8o he had scratches, bruises and
contusions. N

He remained in a German
prisoner of war camp for nine
months, where, he said, “I was
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treated like an officer and o gen-

* tleman, I was treated bettor in

Germany than I was in Missis-
sippi,”

Jefferson explained that Ger-
many and the United States had
signed an agreement at the
Geneve Convention regarding
treatment of prisoners of war.

“They knew more about me
than I knew about myself,” Jef-
ferson soid. “The Germans knew
everything, had all my grades,
even knew how much taxes my
father paid on his Detroit house
at 28th nnd Michigan and his
social security number, I didn’t
even know that. They knew
more ‘about me than I knew
about myself. That's intelli-
gence.”

When Jefferson flew, he pro-
tected the bombers, who blew up
trains, barges on the Danube
River and trucks, Unfortunately,
as a prisoner, he suffered when
those supply lines were disrupt-

“That’s the reason why we did-
n't have enough food,” Jefferson
said. “I sat tho war out inside
barbed wire, reading and knit-
ting socks. The only thing lack-
ing was food.”

‘When the war ended, ho come
back homo to the *same old,
samo old,” forced to sit in the
back of the bus and drink from

tor ins, Jeffer-

ished his coreer s an assistant
principal at Forry Elementary at
Palmer and Chene. Over the
yoars, he has experienced great

di His wife died in 1970

p wal

son also believes he and his wife,
Adella, experienced “red-lining,”
a term used to describe discrimi-
nation in housing, home loans or
insurance.

The couple had $5,000 in 1949
but couldn't get a mortgage to
buy an $8,000 house at Outer
Drive and Ryan.

“It’s in the mortgage and the
deed,” Jefferson said. “It showed
you the redlining and the dis-
crimination between banks,
lending institutions and real
catate dealers.”

Tho couple found a vacant lot
on which to build, When Jeffer-
son began teaching school, he
got a loan through the Detroit
Toachers Credit Union. At
Duffield Ei v at Clinton

and daughter Alexis died from
complications of anorexia in
1998 at age 47.

But he has never forgotten his
years in the service or his ties to
friends and comrades. Jefferson
belongs to the Detroit Chapter of
Tuskegee Airman which has 120
members, one of more than 40

- chapters in the United States.

Jefferson also shares his expe-
riences o8 a public speaker all
year long, excopt for February
when he heads to Hawaii.

He tolla young people to value
their freedoms, providing a sam-
ple of what he saya to them dur-
ing his apeechés:

“You have freedom of speech,
freedom of worship, all these

d Yet you sit here fat,

and Chene, he taught elomen-
tary science.

“As a black teachor in 1948,
they could only place me in one
of five schools,” Jefferson said,

. In 1954, he was sont to Pat-
tongill Elementary, at Joy Road
and Maplewood. Jefferson fin-

Chinese buffet awaits

By HEATHER NEEDHAM
STAFF WRITER
hneedham@ochomecomm.net

A new Chinese buffet festau-
rant is awaiting final city
approvals and will tentatively be
open within a couple weeks.

Rong Rong Buffet, 28333
Grand River, will specialize in
Szech Hunan, Cant
and Chincse cuisine, as well as
freah scafood, said owner Rong
Liu, a China native. Liu spoke
through interpreter Joe Huong.

The restaurant's tentative
hours of aperation will be 11
a.m. to 10 p.m, daily. A full
menu will be available in addi-
tion to the buffet, and carry out
and catering services will be
available, too. A 33-item daily
lunch apecial menu will include
such favorites as Kung Puo
chicken, General Tso's chicken
and chow mein, chop suey, and
sweet and sour dishes mado with
a varioty of scafeod and meats,

Lunch buffet prices will range
from $4.26 for children under 12
to $625 for adults, and will be
sorved until 3 p.m. Monday
through Saturday. Dinner buffet
prices will range from $6.50 for
children under 12 to $8.96 for
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Ready for business: The
gigns are up at Rong
Rong Chinese Buffet,
located on Grand River
in the former Blakeney’s
Restaurant. Owners are
waiting for official
approvals to open.

adults, and will be served from
4:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. Monday
through Thursday and 4:30 p.m.

dumb and stupid, degrading
yourself and degrading your
women with this Rap. Wako up,
T've been to Africa, and I'm not
going back. I was so glad to get
back here. Rend, resd. Take
ndvantage of this wonderful land
we live in. God bless America,”

approval

to 10 p.m, Friday and Saturdays.

On Sundays, all-day dinner
buffets will run $7.50 for chil-
dren under 12 to $10.99 for
adults,

Liu hos worked in the restau-
rant business since coming'to
the United States nine yonrs
ago. Most recently, he worked os
a chef, and he plans to supervise
the cooking at Rong Rong.

“Se far, thia is the first one,”
he said, adding that he may
open another restaurant if Rong
Rong goes weil.

Liu hails from the Fu Keng
provinee in Southeast China,
and his wife and children atill
live there.

Rong Rong is opening in a
building previously occupied by
Blakeney's, which closed a cou-
ple years ago,

Hills City Manager Steve ™™

Brock said the city gets calls
periodically from people interest-
ed in opening new businesses
and nttempts to match the peo-
ple ns best as it can with proper-
ty. In this case, the former Blok-
eney's spct turned out to be a
good match for Rung Rong.

“1 think it's great,” Brock said.
*I wigh them well — and plan to
stop in, teo.” \
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SOUTHFIELD CHRISTIAN
SCHOOL

“Pursulng excellence for the glory of God!”
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OPEN HOUSE
7:30 pm-Tuesday, January 22

Southfleld Christian School features the following:
s GradesK-12

o A comunitment loBiblical beliefs, values, and marals

o A 3l-year trudition of excellence

« A school commuaity af 878 atudents from S50 families,
representing 125 churches and 40 cities

»  Acctedited by the North Central Association and the
1 lent Schools Association of the Central States

»  97% college admissions rate
o Three state-ol-the-art computer labs
*  Extensive athletics, arts, and sctivities
»  Convenicntly located at 12 Mile and Lahser in Southfield
(248) 357-3660 wwws0uthleldchristIEn.oTE uiewerse
—_— )




