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Money raised, but Harrison
High School sign on hold

BY SUE BUCK
STAFF WRITER
« shuck@ar.homecomm.net
. About four years ngo, Harrison
“Migh School Assistant Principal
Dennis Noe tried to get an clec-
tronic message board for the
. ichool.
He's still trying, Variances
, granted by the Farmington Hills
Zoning Bonrd of Appeals have
expired, and now Noc hus te
start from scratch,
Noc's utory - or “saga” as he
~refers to it — is ono of delays and
n varioly of circumstances. Time
wae needed to raise $28,000 for
.. the sign, and the zoning requoest
_“was later put off until o traffic
study linked to n fatal accident
.in front of the school could be
" conducted,
©. This time, Noc hopes the board
will reconsider nnd approve the
.sign, which was ordered in June
2001,
. Changes suggested by the
monufacturer included red LED
matrix lighting, which Noe
elicven provides 50 percent less
glare than amber lighting; a 00
degree viewing aren, rather than
the 180 degree viewing area; and
:‘u 1.5-foot nddition made to the
identification panel at the top of
the sign, to accommodnte the
appropriate schoa} name pancl.

Noe believes Alie red color dis-
tracts motorists for a shorter
. period, and they can more quick-

- ly focus their nttention back on
- the rand.

“This time I would like to lead
an army of students, stall, par-
.ents and hundreds of letters that

.- precede me to uverturn concerns
.-,of the board, This is a message
. bonrd that'is right for Hurrison
. - Iligh School.”
The ZBA has recommended
- .that the committee come bnck
_Jan. 22 with n new sign that has
. _amber lighting, Noe 8aid.
“The committee feels it has
_wacted prudently over the lnst
~four years in denling with the
.. board,” Noc snid. “The committee
has dewnsized, changed location
. and has changed the lighting for
the purpose of having a safe mes-
_suge board, and we do not want
to change. THE sign is finished
und it needs to be put up this
spring.”
Randal Bruce, chairman of the
Zoning Beard of Appeals, said

the ZBA
believes
the red
letter sign
is too
intrusive
and too

too much
of an
attention-
grabber, We've nsgked that they
come back with other proposals
or come back with the eriginnl
proposal, which we approved.”

Ten students have written the
ZBA recently about the issue.
Bruce said he could detect from
the content of those letters that
they are misinformed.

“The students think we are
getting in the way,” Bruce said.
“We've done our best to help him
out. Ho or sameone clse has mis-
informed his atudents. They
don't scem to have the facts.
They are incorrect, We feel we
have been cooperative.”

Noe recalled when he inter-
viewed for his position five years
ago after working more than 26
years in a Flushing school dis-
trict, he didn't even notice Harri-
aon High School when he presed
it

A sign would resolve that iden-

v
Harrison High
Principal Dennis Noo

tity issue and provide informn-
tion to the school community, he
id.It nlso culminates an exten-
sive fund-raising drive.

“We had to raise our-own
maoney forit, almost two years -—
$28,000,” he said, ndding decora-
tive bricka were sold with the
intention of nlso building a patio
in the future.

“The sign is mitting in the
warchouse,” Noe said. “IU's been
frustrating. As soon ns we get
that up, we can get the brick
made.”

Noe hopes the ZBA will recon-
gider a condition that the mes-
sage on the sign must stay there
for 30 minutes. He'd like the
message to change more fre-
quently and pointed out he’s
scen road construction signa that
changed every few seconds,

Noe said he hasn't talked to
anybody about what he will do il
the ZBA doesn't approve his
revised request. Using white let-
tering would require an upgrade
and would cost more money, he
anid.

The ZBA wants the sign up
fram 7 n.m..8 p.m. But Noe said
that 67 percent of school activi-
ties go until after 9 p.m. and he'd
like an extension of the time.

“We're nsking them to be a lit-
tle more realistic,” Noe said, “We
think we have the best and the
safest sign for cverybody
invalved.”

Board declslon: Harrison High principal Dennie Noe
will be at a zoning board meeting this week to talk
about this sign, proposed at the school entrance.
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Hills hosts MLK Day program

The public is invited to
attend a special tribute service
for the Rev. Martin Luther
King Jr., conducted by the City
of Farmington Hills on Mon-
day. .

At 11 a.m. in the council
chambers, 316565 W. 11 Mile,
will be a welcomi

m “I Have a Dream” speech,
read by a Mercy High School
student.

® A historical perspective of
the nonviolent movement for
socinl change, including Dr.
King's work, discussed by
Patrick Piskulich, Ph.D., asso-

tion by Mayor Nancy Bates.
Coffee, tea and cookies will be
served.

The presentations include:

King from page A

ciate | of Political Sci-
ence at Oakland University,

W The importance of public
service and a commitment to
serve the community, dis.
cussed by Karen Bolsen and

1

Jim Hall, co-chairs of the Mul-
ticultural/ Multiracinl Com-
mittee,

At 12:15 p.m., snndwiches
and fruit will be available fol-
lowed by a video of King giving
the *I Have a Dream® speech
and other video footage. Clos-
ing comments will include
information about “Every-
body's Readying: Pay It For-
ward® and what people can do
to moke a difference in their
community.

blew out,” she said. “Thia year,
we were able to purchase mini-
flashlights through donations
from Busch's, Papa Romano's,
Nissan, GMAC, Home Fur-
nishings Dealers of Michigan
and First Presbyterian
Church.”

After the prayers, the group
will walk to Nardin Park Unit-
¢d Methodist Church, where
speakers will recite Abrahnm

Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address -

and Dr.. King's “I have o
dream” speech. Last year's
unity candle lighting ceremony
will also be a little different,
Bolsen said.

“We're going to have the can-
dle Jighting by people of differ-
ent races and cultures in our
community,” she said, adding
adults and children will partic-
ipate.

Students from Beechview
and Gill elementary schools,
Duncke! Middle School, and
Harrison, Mercy and North
Farmington high schools will
provide musical and dramatic
entertainment, and refresh-
ments will be served.

For more information, call
248-426-4455.

Alfred Sung Brida

Saturday * Feb 16 # 6:00 p.m.
Sunday ® Feb 17 ¢ 1:00 p.m.

Reservations

Limited seating.

| Trunk Show

only.

Bridal & Formal

® : Est. 1938

586.323.4482

by Ookiey, Salomon o:

T orF

idSciothing

nd Meil

6

Putthase a pak of Afomic men’s or women's

Bels Carv B18s with Marker 6.2 bindings for
only 5388 voutl save more than $250

on ai Columtia Apporel

onable Offer Will Be Refused! Y. | |
FREE DELIVERY . | |
.« FREE COVER ¢ FREE CHEMICALS )ﬂ
) <FREE FINANCING'

o~ *Approved Credit o
TH, 20027

plus youd recelve & Boyne kequent skler/rdet

card and save S 10 eveny lime you use i

Burfon Jackets & Pants.

I To celebrate the Grand Opening of our new Bioomficld Hills Boyne Country Sports
. : sy store, sale prices are good at all of our locations. So come to Boyne Country Sports
SALE ENDS JANUARY 26 b

- to shop, save, ski and ride! You'll be able to carve out some great savings.
Canton/Plymouth Novi/Northville . Southfield Utica/Sterding His. |
Tantcon Soutiiei | Bloomficld Hills 42919 Woodward Ave. (248) 338-0803 ¢ Novi Novi Town Center (248) 347-3323
= 55 L ; M. Clemens 1216 Gratiot Ave, (810) 463-3620 * Grosse Pointe 19435 Mack Ave. (313) 885-0300

1 Ann Arbor 3336 Washtenaw (734) 973-9340 © East Lansing 246 E. Saginaw (517} 337-9696

1
\

T3

S = . Traverse City 101 E. Front St. {231) 941-1999 ¢ Petoskey 1200 Bay Vicw Rd. (231) 439-4906
=8 ] ( == ]

- JELEGRAPH UTICA PARK PLACE . B800-G0-BOYNE BOYNE.COM SKIGOLF.COM
ol O BRREREN  TSNRAGo | oo e e )




