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Start 2002 off with a resolution
to stay informed by subscribing to
your hometown Observer
Newspaper, Subscribo between
now and March 31 and your name
will be entered in a contest to win
o golf getaway for two courtesy of
Boyne Resorts USA and the
Observer Newspapers,

Twelve other winners will enjoy
gift cards to Kohl's, Best Buy and
AMC Theaters (offer applics to

i th and annual subseri
tions only).

To subscribe and be cntered into
the contest for the golf trip pack-
age and gift cards, call the
Observer circulation department
at (734) 591-0500,

The contest is open to new and
renewal subscriptions, Senior citi-
zens rates are available.
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District may drop driver’s ed to save costs

BY SUE BUCK
STAFF WRITER
shuck@oc.homocomm.net

The Farmington School District may
eliminate driver's education as early as
this summer to save monoy.

Terry Klenczar, director of adult and
community education, spoke about the
issue at n Jan. 15 study scssion held at
North Farmington High School. Par-
ents are already asking about the pro-
gram, offered only in the summer,
because they want to plan their vaca-
tions, Klenczar said.

The program has been offered for

deendes,

“Something like 20-26 percent of cli-
giblo kids take it from us,” snid Farm-
ington Superintendent Bob Maxfield.

Students often opt for private driving
schools, which can provide clagses nt a
time which most conveniently fits the
student’s schedule, Also, students are
able to start as soon as they become eli-
gible to take the courae, Maxfield said.

The cost is $160 per student with an

can't exceed costs, Klenczar paid,

Ten tenchers were veed last year
along with one paraprofessional, ono
student aide, and onoe supervisor. “Last
yenr it cost the district about $22,000
which came out of the general fund,”
Klenczar said. “This year we anticipato
about $18,000.

If the district discontinucs the pro-
gram, it will still be required by law to
ndminister a voucher or student reim-

The money for the stipend is derived
from Michigan driver's license fees,
with $4 allocated from each new or
renewed license, Klenczar said.

The state is in the process of remov-
ing the wording about matching funda
from the law, she added.

About half of the school districts in
Onkland County provide driver’s edu-
cation. Tray and Novi are offering the
program. Walled Lake, Southfield and

average 200 annu-
ally. The state provides a stipend of
$96.60 per student, which the district
matches, Tuition may be charged, but

Birmingham are not.

The $160 feo is at the high end but
private schools charge more than $200,
she said.

nt program, which provides
partial tuition to each eligible student
who completes an approved driver edu-
cation program.

Officer of the

BY PAUL R. PACE
BTAFP WRITER

Happy 50tﬁ,
Troop 110!

Attention, past Scout-
masters and Eagle Scouts
of Boy Scout Troop 110:
Be prepared to have a
great time as the troop,
based out of Our Lady of
Sorrows Church in Farm-
ington, celebrates its 50th
anniversary in February.

A special dinner to
honor the event will be
held Sunday, Feb. 3.

If you have not yet been
contacted, please call Jeff
Vallender at (248) 471-
3044.
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when it comes to fighting crime.
suspect in apartment complex not
hours after the attack. -

"of the Year for 2001,
The 28-year-old has police work in hi

ubn.

Dan Rodriguez appears to possess a sixth sense
In the past year, he hns helped thwart an armed
robbery nt a 7-Eleven and helped track down a young

Rodriguez was chosen as the department's Officer

ering his grandfather and uncle were officers in

“I wap surprised,” he said of receiving the honor.
“There'’s a lot of guys that work hard here. For them
to notice me was an honor. There are so many that do

Best of a good

Rodriguez chosen

Year

more than 12

is bluod consid-

an

ent aspects of police work, N

and a drug education instructor in thi
schools program.

dent at Oakland University and has
tice associate degree from Oakland C

good stufl here.”
" Rodri of Waterford T hip said b
officer was o childhood dream.

He joined the Marine Corps as a reservist and he
credits that experience for making him who he is

ay. -
The officer Baid he enjoys being.invelved in differ-
That's evident in his busy schedule as a ﬁutml offi-

cer, department range officer, a tactical rifle instruc-
tor, a field training officer, & mountain bike officer,

He is currently a criminal justice and sociology stu-

e department’s

a criminal jus-
ommunity Col-
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ATAFY PUOTO BY BILL, BRESLER
Blooming with pride: Jillian and Alison Pieron admire Mom Tara Picron’s
bouquet of flowers. Tara Picron received Farmington Hills' Jane Kroupa
Memorial Employce of the Year award at a Costick Center ceremony last Fri-
day evening, January 11, Besides her two daughters, Pieron was Joined by
her husband Dale, sitting behind her.

bunch

N

STAFF IPHOTO BY HL BRESLER
Give him a hand: Police Chicf Bill Dwyer congratulates Police Officer of the Year
Daniel Rodriguez.

Hills co-workers find
something special
in Tara Pieron

BY PAUL R. PACE
STAFF WRITER
ppacc@oec.homecomnunet

It's not surprising that Farmington Hills workers found
something special in their co-worker Tara Pieron.

Exhibiting an i dintely inviting lity, the admin-
istrative secretary in the city’s public service department was
recently chosen as Employee of the Year.

“I was surprised,” she snid of receiving the hanor. “It caught
mo off guard. | nominated other people and was thinking they |
would get it." -

A nice bonus to the nward was the fact her husband Dale, -
an optician for a major optical company, was voted lnb mnn-
ager of the year the same week. .

The Farmington couple enjoyed a nice weekend, and he
gave her o new dinmond ring to celebrate the honors.

“We had a wonderful time,” Tara said.
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Soccer Soccer site for sale

By PAUL R. PACE
BTAPF WRITER
ppace@os.homecomm.net

The Soccer Soccer site is up for sale,
but whather soccer fields are in its
future remaina in question.

Tho 35-acre site at Drake and 12 Mile
ronds in Farmington Hills ia owned by
Little Cnesars Enterprises and was at
one point supposed to be the compnny's
headquartera. Instead, owners of the
pizza empire decided to buy the Fox
Thenter and offices in downtown
Detroit shortly after the Farmington
Hills groundbreaking in 1985.

The land was then affered to the city
for une, with the city agreeing to pro-

the property up for sale, the spokesman
snid. The land is zoned for office use.

A formal asking prices has not beon

blished, “but we're ing offers
at this point,” Scbastian said.

He said Christopher Ilitch, president
of the Nitch Holdings, spoke with City
Manger Steve Brock about the compa-
nysplans. -

Brock said the company gave the city
an opportunity to buy the land, but it
waa too expensive an option,

*“We did cxpress that if thoy do sell it, '

that they may ask the now owners to at
lenst anve some of the soccer fields,”
Brock said.

basti

snid that would be fine if

vide upkeep, said Al d,

spokesman for Ilitch Holdings. The
1titch family owns Littlo Caesars,

The company simply decided to put

the new owners would keep the ficlds
intact, but if not, tho city at least hns a
timo frame to mako other plans.

Rainbow Breakfast to honor
70 community volunteers

What's now about this year's Awards Breakft held.
Jan. 24 nt the Costick Activities Center in Farmington Hilla? -
For one thing, the award wil says Multicul 1 Multiracial C <
ty Council co-chair Karen Bolsen. " -
“We have approximately 70 award winners, all of whom are new,” she said. . ;
Also a first, the seventh annual event will honor a *Leadership Award” win-
aer in addition to the Chair Award, determined by Bolsen and co-chair Jim’
Iinll. Musie will be provided by the Farmington Folk Enscmble String Quartet;
and the Mercy High Mercy-aires. N
Guest speaker for the event will bo Alan Amen. .
Sponsored by the MCMR, the annual breakfast is a celebration of this com-.
munitica’ commitment to diversity and multiculturalism, Bolsen said. Past;
award winners have included adults and youth from all walks of life who have:
made significant contributions to mul 1 und. ding and ad v,
Tickets for the event are $12 and will be available at the dvor, Employces of
Farmington Public Schools, tho cities of Farmington and Farmington Hills
will have their tickets distributed ot their work sites.
For more ink tion about the breakfast, call 489-3339,




