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BOOKS .

Discover mystery of ‘Point Deception’

Polnt Deception
by Marcia Muller
(Mysterious  Press/Warner
Books, $23.95).
“Things look

different when
you're acared.”

Thus begins
this new mys-
tery novel by
former  Ann
Arborite Marcia
Muller, ereator
of the popular’
sories charac-
ters  Sharon
McCone, Joanna
Stark and Elena
Oliverez,

Don't expect to meet up with
any of these in “Point Decep-
tion,” however, On its pages, wo
are introduced, instoad, to
Northern California sheriff’
deputy Rhoda Swift, who lives
and works in a strange apot
haunted by its past. Rhods, a
native of the place, is haunted as
well — although she's trying
hard to make a “normal” life for
herself when the story opens.

In Soledad County, exactly 13
years carlier, six people (includ-
ing two children) were massa-
cred, and the erime remains
unsolved — thanks, in part, to
snafus committed by Rhoda her-
self., Now it appears that per-
haps a serial killer has begun to
strike again. A beautiful strand-
ed motorist {s found strangled,
and shortly thereafter, two long-

VICTORIA
DIAZ

time citizens of the area are
found dead in remote parts of
Cascadn Canyon, the same placa
where the originnl murders took
place. As Rhodn tries to unravel
varied threads of the myatery, it
looks moro and more as if the
killer is no stranger passing
through. The residents of tho fic-
tional county entertain “fears
and suspicions that o monster ...
(tives) among them.” And so do
wae.

Enter a Now York journalist
named Guy Nowberry, who
comes to Soledad County in
order to write of the earlicr mas-
sacres, Wouldn't you just know
it, Guy is haunted in his own
way? Also, wouldn’t you just
know it, he's soon involved in
solving the murders? Finally,
wouldn’t you just know it, he
begins to develop more than just
friondly feclings for Rhoda?

Suspects seem to emerge from
behind every rock or tangled
stand of pampas grass along this
section of the fog-shrouded coast,
As readers, we begin to look
askance at almost everybody,
including the violent pered
cop, Wayne Gilardi, abalone
poacher Alex Ngo, the eccentric
Bnsque nomed Gregory Cordova,
and even Rhode’s roclusive
father, Jack Antelini.

Muller does her usual bang-up
job of keeping ua enthralled with
har story of a community that
has been scarred and changed by
terrible violenco and tragedy.

She imparts a strange feeling of
ghostliness to the place and its
inhabitants, {llustrating how evil
might nffect the bohavior of
overyone il touchea—even the
innocent, This not only adds
punch to the impact of the story
overal!, but is ultimately the
book’s main, thought-provoking
strength. (Her exceptionally
well-informed word pictures of
this placo also keop us engaged
in the story.}

Though not highly dimension.
al yot (maybe this will develop in
future novels), Rhoda is empa-
thetic and likable enough, with
her mixed feclings towerd her
hard-drinking father and her co-
workera, her devotion toward
her canine pal, and her bravery
in the faco of hideous terror,

If the same can be said for the
hounted and lonely, but ever-
capnble and talented, Guy New.
berry, therein lies one of the
problems with the uovel. It's as
if Muller nover quite makes up
her mind who haa the lead role
here. Consequently, the offec-
tivoneas of each character scems
really less than it might have
been.

This is certainly not enough to
write things off, however. “Paint
Deception” will leave many read.
ars hoping they'll ecc more of
this pair in the future,

Victoria Diaz is a Livonia reai-
dent and writes about books, the.
ater and movies for the Observer
& Eccentric Newspapers.

PRNewswire ~ Hola! Bon-
jourl Shalom! Small Fry Pro-
ductions presents Bilingual
Baby, a series of 12 language
video tapes for youngsters ages
1 to &, available at major
retailers nationwide and via
http#www.small-fry.com,

Bilingual Baby is a new
series that features the “Total
Immersion Meothod” of educa-
tion. By immersing youngsters
in a new language, children
are given maximum exposure
to the sounds, syntax and
structure of each now lan-

New product helps baby be bilingual

guage. The result — successful-
ly learning a second language
at an carly age.

Bilingual Baby combines
learning with playing. Since
children learn fastor when
they seo objects they can relate
to, all Bilingual Baby videos
are Reality-Based. Therefore,
youngsters recognize objects ns
part of their everyday world,
such as live kittens, familiar
toys, and lots of smiling chil-

ren,
Each 45-minute video fea-
tures over 60 wards and phras-

es 08 well ag on-screen transla-
tions and incorporates classical
musie to provide for a soothing
learning environment. Videos
are available in French, Span-
ish, German, Italinn,
Japanese, Russian, English,
Portuguess, Dutch, Swedish,
Greek and Hebrew,

Many studies indicate that
infants can learn a second (for-
eign) language more ocasily
when exposed to it before they
learn to walk. In addition,

Please sce BABY, B7
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RESERVE NOW!

MAL THE BOTTOM HALF OF THIS INVITATION, ALONG WITH YOUR PAYMENT TO:
LIVONIA SYMPHONY “MARDI GRAS” '
€/0 35478 BROOKVIEW, LIVONIA, M 48152

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: LIVONIA SYMPHONY SOCETY, INC.

I GRAS’.
. FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2002 -
LAUREL MANOR

THELIOB A

SPONSORED BY:

EY@LA MUSIC

The Only Place To Buy A Plano. Since 1931,

R BIG e  « = o = = = = = =
YES! PLEASE SEND ME TICKETS!

®bserver & Eccentric

THE

0 PACKAGE A: Dinner/Concert/Sllent Auction
$50 per porson (Tax Deductible: $30)

(Dinner) Number of persons:

Amount Enclosed:

Fostivities begin at 8:00 p.m. & Dinner & Cash Bar ¢ Silent Auction
wine per table ¢ Concwt begins at 8:00 p.m. & Silent Auction closes at 9:30 p.m.

Nirmbs

of p

0O PACKAGE B: Concert & Silent Auction Only
$20 per person (Tax Deductible: $5)

o8

Daora open at 7:00 p.m. ¢ Sllant Auction ¢ Complimentary Drink Included
Cash Bar & Concart begins at 8:00 p.m. ¢ Slient Auction closes at 9;30 p.m.

1 Name on Card:
O, Date:

sponsor?

N Phone:

the perfarmance. Why not show them your
appreclation by becoming & “Mardl Gras™

Q$1,000 O$50¢ O$250 O
Justmailyour giftalong with your tickctonler
and indicate "THANKS.” Your tax deductible
gift wiil be used to pay for the musliclans
dinners and buy gifts for the Sitent Auction.
above will be used to present future
tthe LSO,

thelr services for
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