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Athens is a jewel despite noise, pollution

BY JUDITH DONER BERNE
BPECIAL WRITER

-1 was prepared to dislike Athens.

A daughtoer had visited there as a
college student and could hardly wait
to leave and head for o more tranquil
Greek isle.

A son had visited there, and wasn't
permitted to ascend tho Acropolis
becauso heavy rains had mado the
marble stairs slick. What was left, he
said, was the noise of mototbikes and
pollution. He was happy to fly on to
Istanbul,

But it scemed ridiculous not to take
advantaga of the fact that the ship we
took through the Turkish and Greck
islands (stay tuncd) disembarked in
Athens.

So rather than “land and run,” we
spent two days exploring this ancient
Greek city - not nearly enough.

Wo were totally awed by the Acrop-
olis, despite the cranes and scaffold-
ing of reconstruction, Walking up the
stepa to the Propylaen gate was Art
History 101 come true. Thers, indeed,
was the firat mixed use of Doric and

Always on Sunday: Street
performers delight young and
old on an Athens street that's
closed to traffic on Sundays.
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ITonic columns, Emerging on the other
sido to sec the Erechtheion to the left
and the Parthenon to the right was a
powerful experience.

The roof of the Erecthoion, the

gmaller and distinctly more fominine _

of the two buildings, is supported by
those amazing Caryatids (six maiden
pillars). What you sce are copies,
since all but one of the real piliars
have been removed to the Acropolis
Museum toaveid further dateriora-
tion. The missing maiden can be
found in the British Musoum,

‘The Parthenon, considered by many
to be man's suprome architectural
achievemont, appears flawless, Its
proportions were designed to caincide
with the viewer's oye - for oxample
the columns are slightly wider on one
ond to make them appear perfect,
Many of the original friezes and
sculpture have been removed for
preservation purposes. The Acropolis
Museum, neatly tucked into a corner
of the complex, fills in some of the
blanks — at lenst those that aren't in
the British Museum!

Exploring the ncighborhoods,
Anafiotika and Plaka, thot lis in the
shadow of the Acropolis is sheer
delight. Thoy are a blend of resi-
dences, tavernns, and shops that
eventually give way to the central
city.

Metro-Detroiters know already that
Greek foed is delicious. So avgole-
mono (chicken soup with lemon and
rice), souvlaki, moussaka and baklava
will be very {umi&inf. ‘I was surprised,
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01d and new: My husband snapped this photo of me in A
the ancient Acropolis, gives you a picture of what the city

Games,

many centuries. A wonderful roof-top
garden cafe is o perfect anccdote to
glazed-over sensea,

The tiny Jewish Museum was
worth the lime‘it took‘ to l?r:d itina

and my d, to find
they make Greek salad without beets.

Athens has n host of impreasive
musecums, including the National
Archeological Museum that is conaid-
ered the most important. We had to
pick and choose since we also wanted
to spend time on the streets and in
the Nutional Gardens. Athens' ver-
sion of New York City's Central Park
offers sanctunry from the noise and
traffic of the city and includes play-
grounds, a duck pond and a smail zoo
as well as hundreds of species of
plants and trees.

We loved the Benaki M the

T near
the Plaka district. The exhibits, on

ing over coffee. *

Traveling to Athens between now
and the Olympics will allow you to sec
more than we did of the preparations
for the 2004 Olympics. We were
happy to set foot on the turf of the

3, ic Stadi with roots dat-

seven levels, are reached via a wind-
ing staircase with natural light cma-
nating from a dokmed ceiling. (The
vl e is jously infl it
by Manhattan's Guggenheim Muse-
um.) They trace the 2,300 years that
Jews have lived in Greece, It is some-
what surprising that just a single
level iz dovated to the Holocaust in
which 87 percent of Greek Jews died.
We stayed at the Athenacum Inter-
Continental, which has n great pool,
night-time views of the Acropolis and
Mt. Lycab and a free van to Syn-

oldest private museum in Athens,
housed in a nco-clagsical building
that is the former home of the
Benakis family. It displays the histor-
ical and cultural development of Hel-
lenism as it unfolded in the course of
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could win:

%? A dozen red roses; Flowers from Joe by Carolynn in Livonia
¥ A romantic dinner for two at Cafe Cortina in Farmington Hills
¥ Candy from Kemnitz Fine Candies & Gifts in Plymouth

®: % Two tickets to a Red Wings game on February 8, 2002 4
.7~ You have until Friday, January 25, 2002 to send in your entry. ¥ You must be .,/
18 years old, limit your lesson in love to 100 words or less, and think

o+ romance! ¥ Include your ngme, age, address, phone, e-mail with your entry ,.':
¥ The winning romantic couple will be announced in your hometown
newspaper on Thursday, January 31.

Z. Cathy Young, Promotion Manager

® “LESSONS IN LOVE CONTEST”

. " Observer Newspapers, 36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia M1 48150
Phone: 734-953-2155 Fax: 734-953-2232 e-mail: cyoung@oe.homecomm.net
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tagma (Constitution) Square every
hour. The square is where the action
is: Mime shows for children on week-

ing back to 330 BC, rebuilt in 1896
for the first modern Olympics. Its
80,000 seats ave deemed too few for
today’s games,

1 ended up loving Athens. Yes, it is
noisy and polluted. But we found
these small annoyancea in the acheme
of its overall trensures. It's not only
worth a visit but a re-visit. If you arc
tempted to make reservations for the
2004 summer Olympics, I say go for
it.

Judith Doner Berne, a West Bloom-
field ident, iz @ former il
cditor of the Eccentric Newspapers
and current op ed columnist. Your
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ends; the constant ch of the
guard at the Tomb on the Unknown
Soldier; Athenians meeting and grect-

of a wonderfully romantic
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thens. A construction crane, juxtaposed against
looks like as it prepares for the 2004 Olympic

On guard:
Ed Berne
helps one
of Athens’
elite
soldiers
guard a
govern-
ment
building.
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