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John Reed, a
West Bloomfield
resident and conch
at Farmington Har-
risun High School,
was named Coach
of the Year by the
Michigan Inter-
scholastic Track
Coaches Associa-
tion.

Reed, who has
coached boys track
and cross country for 16 years ot Hor-
rison, guided the Hawks to the 2001
Division 2 state championship in
track and field.

“It’s a very nice honor,” Reed said.
“I'm very proud to represent the
conches. It's nice because the coaches
vote for that honor, and it's nice to he
honored by my peers. [t's & humbling
experience but very nice.”

Reed, 37, was honored alang with
coaches in the other three divisiona nt
the MITCA awards dinner Jan. 11 at
the Holidny Inn Convention Center in
East Lansing, i

It was the second year in a row
Reed was nominated for the award.
He was one of four conches nominated
in Division 2. :

Reed, who is n specin] edueation
teacher at Harrison, was n cross coun-
try and track runner at Bloomficld
Hills Andover High School.

He competad in both sports during
a four-year carcer at Enstern Michi-
gan University.
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John Reed
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Whalers duo in CHL game

A pair of Plymouth Whalers,
defenseman James Wisniewski and
forward Greg Campbell, are ameng
the 40 National Hockey League
prospects in the Canadian Hockey
Lengue to play in the 2002 CHL
Home Hardware Top Prospects Game
Jan. 31 in Soskatoon, Saskatchewan.

Wisnicwski, & Canton native in his
second year with the Whalers, is
enjoying a solid year on defense with
cight gonls and 19 assists (28 pointa).
Heo currently leads the team in
plus/minus yith o plus-29,

Campbell, son of former NHLer'

Colin Campbell, is among the most
improved Whaters. He's third on the
team in scoring with 13 gonls and 20
assists (33 points).

Virtually every player to ever
played in the Top Prospects Gama
was selected in the NHL Entry Draft,

Celebrity conches for this year's
game are CBC Hockey Night in Cana-
da commentator Kelly Hrudey and
former Toronte Maple Leaf star Dave
“Tiger™ Willinms.

New to the Top Prospects Game is a
skills competition, held the nigh
prior to the game, .

New NAHL commissioner

The North Ameri¢an Hockey
League, which includes the Com-
puwanre Ambassadors, hns a new com-
missioner.. A resident of Aurora, Ill,
Pedrie begins his duties immedintely.

His background includes 15 years of
experience s an NCAA Division I
coach, six as head coach, at the Uni-
versity of Illinois-Chicago, University
of Michigan and Ferris State.

He is founder and program dircctor

for the Chicogo Chill AAA club and’.

owns Completc Hockey. co
Pedrie hos also worked as an

advance scout with the Chicago -

Blackhawks ns well as an nssistant
coach with the NAHL's Chicngo
Freeze. . .
“Larry clearly stood out among the
candidates considered and will be
able to step in immediately and help
continue and advance the NAHL tra-
dition of being the premier Junior
League in the United States,” snid
Crawford, .

Cobras in need of players

The 15.year-old NFWB Cobras
managed by Rick Burkhardt are look-
ing for two to three moro bascball
players for the 2002 summer scason.

The team will start play when the
high schoal scason ends nnd continue
through July.

To inquire about the player posi-
tions, call Burkhardt at (248) 761-
7043, 3

*

Ballpiayers wanted )

1nnd Fed .

a P
travel baseball team, is socking 14-
and-under players for the upcoming
senson,
Those interested should enll Shawn
Dunford nt (734) 5956-1082 or Mike
Grant nt (734) 326-6626.

Mery skiers right track now

BY DAR O'MEARA

STAFF WRITER

domoara@os.homecomm.not

- // Farmington Hills Mercy ski team.
/ 24 The Marlina had been without their
!z top skier for the first week of the sca-

[y minor back injury.

*] think (the rest period) worked
get an injury like that early in the season, it can nag
you the whole way through.

They ‘must have because the Marlins are on the
right track now.

Liz Kujala is back and so is the

[ son while Kujala recovered from a

out really well,” Mercy conch Tom Gable said. “If you
“I think we did the right thing.”

With Kujala back in the lineup, Mercy won the

Mount Brighton Ski League slalom competition
Thursday after finishing fourth, as well as third in
giant slalom, without her the previous week.

“The girls were upbeat the whole time, waiting for
Liz to get back on the hill,” Gable said. “She came out
today and skied extremely well,

“(The Marlins were) holding on while we came up
to full strength. Now things look good for this season.
If they stay together, I think they're going to make n
run for the top spot.”

The Marlins had 26 points to finish ahcad of
Brighton (41) and Howell (65).

The remaining order of finish wns Birmingham
Groves (68), South Lyon (70), Okemos {86), Birming-
hnm Seaholm (120), Pinckney (140) and Enst Lons-
ing (267).

Kujola was the individunt winner with a combined,
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two-run time of 37.18. Nicole Zaleski, whe had a pair
of second-place finishes in Kujnla's absenco, was
third (38.08) behind Howell's Jamic Rhoades (37.93).

Merey's Dann Woolsey was sixth (42.29), Rachac)
Rozycki 16th (47.57), Melissn Desautel 16th (48.09)
and Margot Spera 17th {(48.13).

“I think everybody is healthy and starting to ski
toward their potential,” Gable said.

“(Kujala) sets the whole tone and all the girla start
following nlong, skiing a little faster and saying,
‘Now it's time!"

*I think they're on track. I think they'll get
stronger as they po and ski more consistently, and
their confidence will incrense. They'll become a team
to reckon with.”
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Exclting contest: Oﬁé‘b‘fth‘é'r‘nost siaspehseful bouts, pitting two of the best wrestlers against cach other; was the 125-pound contest
between Farmington’s Jon Schwartz (top) and North Farmington’s Ramis Bajrami (striped socks). Schwartz earned a 12-9 decision.

Falcons dominate
dual With_ Raiders

BY DAY O'MEARA
domoara@oc.homecomm.net’ L

WRESTLING

Both teams are trying to build their

* BY RICIARD L. 8HO0K

wrestling programs, but Farmington
High is well ahead of crosstown rival
North Farmington at this stage.

Senior Rob Easterday “was home
pick with a fever” and was replaced by
Dan Mortens. ‘The rest of Farmington's

In a scnson featuring few
for cither one, the host Falcons had it
all aver the Raiders for a 63-16 victory

. Thuraday.

Despite having a young team that is
atill gaining experience, Farmington
capitalized on superior numbera and

good wrestling to improve its dual-'

meet record to 2-8 overall.
“We didn't expect the score to be
what it was,”.Falcons conch Al Beyar

- said. “We thought it would be a little

closer. Our kids wreatled real well and
exceeded our expectationa.. L

“Wo're a young team. We're;working.
hard and, ageinst tenms that aren’t
senior-laden, we can hold our own;
we're improving” ™

Though tho Raiders have only 16
wrestlers on their tenm, the Falcons

had just one senior in their lineup -

heavyweight Adam Hardow.

lineup d of five fresk 8ix
sophomores and two juniors (Cam
Murtland and Mike Kish).

One of the best bouts of the night
was the 126-pound contest in which
Formington’s Jon Schwartz defeated
Ramis Bajrami, who is nrguably
Niorlh‘u best wrestler, on a 129 deci-
sion.

Bajrami, who ia the Oakland County
champion at 112, was up two weights
from where he normally wrestles, but
he weighed in ot 121.3 and had to
move, up, Schwartz was at his usual
weight, although he started the season
at 130, !
< “Wrestling up two weighta like that
against a kid like Jon (is not ensy to
do),” Boyar said. “Although Jon is only
a sophomore, he's strong and his tech-
nique is to come her. It
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Mat

: North’s Kenrick Peterson tries to break the grip of
Farmington's Dan Mortens, who got a takedown on the move.

Hoskins elevates game, Salem over North

SPECIAL WRITER

—

BASKETBALL

No matter what you call them - an * fer
er,’ a PTP'er or a ‘Go-To Guy' - a good tham/necda a
player it can rely on to give it points Whe
absolutcly nceded. - R

So it was Friday night that junicbw[nrwnrd: Dave
Hoskins picked up Plymouth Salem st eritical times
and, with n game-high 20 points, put tho Rocks in
position to earn a 67-59 victory over visiting North
Farmington. ‘ ..

Salom {8 3-0 in the Western Lakea Activitics ‘Asso-
ciation and 5-4 overall. North ia 1-2and 4.5, ¢
Junior Steviand Davis hit 2 hugoe triple from the

tie the score, 56-56, and cap n comeback

top of the key with 10 seconda to play in r&:%ulut(on,w
nine-

_point doficit that forced overtime.

Pat Abraham went 8-for-6 from the line in the
fourth quarter and hit a jumper from the wing as the
Rocks outscored the Raiders, 134, over the lnst 4:13
of regulation.

After Jason Neal sank a pair of free throws for

North with 4:42 loft to make it 62-43, the Raiders
missed four free throws to give the Rocks an opportu-
nity to get back in the game.
+ *“\Wo mado our free throws down the stretch,” Salem
conch Bob Brodic said, “That’s always important in a
closs game, especially when you know they're going
to foul you.”

Dan O'Meara, Editor 248-901-2564

*Wo didn’t make our freo throwa. They did,” North
coach Tom Negoshian snid. “And that's to their cred-
it.

“I don't think we shot the ball that well, and we
mnde some mental mistakes down the stretch. But 1
told my kids I was satisfied with their effort. They
played real hard.”

Neither team shot the ball particulasly well, but a
Inrge measure of that was due to the defense played
on both sidea,

North's zone effectively kept Salem to a largely out-
side shooting game. The Rocks dnbbled with n zone
but 89 percent of the time played an aggressive man-
to-man and kept North'a Mike Leach from working
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