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standing Employee,

Cultural excellence: Nancy
Coumoundouros, Cultural Arts
Coordinator, was named an Out-

Hills employees honored

Steve Brock. Wayman,
Department, was named an Outst

Outstanding fun: Maurcen Wayman reactstoa quip by City Manager
an Administrative Secretary in the Police
anding Employee during the Friday

evening program held at Costick Center.

Speclal honor: Qutstanding Em
cial Projects Coordinator in the City Manager's office.

ployee Karen Birkholz

is Spe-

Planning on success: Charmaine Ket-
tler-Schmult works as a staff planner in
the Planning and Community Develop-
ment department.

et o

Committee wrangles

BY SUE BUCK
BTAFF WRITER
sbuck@oc,homecomm.net

Some members of the commu-
nity outreach subcommittee
studying the possibility of delny-
ing high school start times any
the rescarch about adolescent
sleep time resenrch is compelling
and canvineing,

So much so, in fact, that they
wanted to skip objectivity and go
right to the csux of their unwa-
vering beliofs in putting together
a brochure to market the idea.
Proponents favored weighing
heavily on the benefits and
downplaying the coats.

The small group met Wednes-
day afternoon at Schulmann
Administrative Center on Shi-
awassce,

No other Michigan school dis-
trict has made changes, although
the West Bloomfield School dis-
trict is expocted to this fall.
Edina School District in Min-
nesota was the first in the coun-
try to move start times, with
roported positive resulta,

“It gecms that at all the mect-
ings people are leaning towards,
“This sounds great, lot's do it.",”
said Debbie Pevin, a i

very negative. So we have to
remember we need to henr other
viewpointa. If we present it too
much a8 o sales or marketing
pitch, it will be viewed with
skepticism.”

Subcommittee co-chair Phil
Neuman snid that information
presented by the school district
in writing ought to be as unbi-
ased as possible, But Farming-
ton-aren PTA Council president
Kim Heath said some people
have told her the information is
100 unbiased.

The brochure will be available
at a 7 p.m. Feb. 28 town hall
meeting ot the William Costick
Activitics Center, 28600 11 Mile
Road in Farmington Hills, as
well as in schools, freshman ori-
cntations, the public library, the
Chamber of Commerce and other
locations.

The district is expected to pre-
pare a survey that can be filled
aut at the town hall meeting and
also by atudents and stafl, Zur-
valee snid,

Diano Bauman, director of
school and community relations,
anid sho'’s henring people wonder
how the district could bo contem-
plating ing money on the

member, “Do we have to bo unbi-
ased?”

*Wo need to be objectivo in our
roporting,” said Sue Zurvalee,
nesistant superintendent for
stafl and community services. “I
think the membera of the com-
mittee are supportivo of this, I'vo
run into people, with not much

jden while facing a $6.2 million
budget deficit.

I don't have an answer for
them,” Bauman said. “Their con-
cern is that something major i
going to hava to go to fund this.”

The district has considered on
8:30 am or 9 a.m. start time for
high schoolera, with start-up

information, whose 131 are

costs bet $400,00 and

over start time info

$600,000 to purchnse new buses,
hire new bus drivers and a new
mechanie, Ongoing costs would
be $171,000 annually under the
9 a.m time and $250,000 for the
8:30 a.m. time,

High school dents start at

tary achool start times will

change. However none will be.

carlier than the carliest elemen-
tary school start time now —
8:03 a.m., Zurvalec said.
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With tho city for more than six
years, Tara’s job involves help-
ing maintain the department’s
budget and overseeing the per-
sonnel records for the DPW's 34

also
deals with the
public, usually
people calling
about issues of
snow removal
or road mainte-
nance,

As expected,
most have com-
plaints, but [

Tara said the yara Pleron
way to handle

those is just to be positive and
pleasant.

“And they'll be pleasant to
you,” she said, adding, *We do
get some thank-yous.”

Her boss, DPW Superinten-
dent Dan Rooney, said Tara is
an excellent employce, deserving
of the award.

“She’s very even-tempered and
friendly. She has n great atti-
tude toward her work,” he said.
“They couldn’t have made a bet-
ter selection for employee of the
year.” .

Tarn said she previously
worked in a gimilar job with the

City of Walled Lake. .

“I came here because of its
great reputation,” she said of
Farmington Hills. “They have
some really good people. It's B
nice community.” .

Tara and her husband have
two daughters, Alison, 8 and Jil-
lian, 4. She said she enjoys
spending time with her kids end
especially  treasures the
moments she shares with them
at the family cabin Up North.

Among her hobbies are read-
ing and gardening, she added.

“I'm just n normal person with
a normal life,” she said when
asked if she had anything she
wanted to add about herself. *I'm
happy.”

M Other outstanding employ-
ces honored at a recent awards
ceremony were:

Karen Birkholz, special pro-
jects coordinntor, city manager’s
office. -

Nancy Coumoundouros, cul-
tural arts coordinator, special
services. .

Matthew Dingman, nssessor
111, finance ‘

Charmaine Kettler-Schmult,
staff planner II, planning and
community development.

Maureen Wayman, adminis-
trative secretary, police.
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lege.

“I'm busy, I have a full sched-
ule, but it seems to work out,” he
said.

In his seven years with the
department he has arrested
more than
600 crimi- [N
nals, 100 of 3
them on
seriousn S
felony
chaorges.
While he is o
currently &>
nssigned to [N
the patrol H
division, he B \ N
has served
undercover Danlel Rodriguez
nssignments with the Drug
Enforcement Administration and
the South Oakland Narcotics
Intelligence Consortium
(SONIC).

He said working undercover
was rewarding.

“It was an eyc-opening experi-
ence,” he said.

Working patrol is o way to
help people personally, he said.

“If you can help somebody, it
feels good,” he said. “I also like
getting the bad guys.”

Police Chief Willinm Dwyer
said Redriguez is an outstanding
officer who works hard at his job.

“I'm most proud of Redriguez's
character, loyalty, discipline and
the work ethic he consistently
displays,” the chief said.

Rodriguez has found himself in
some high profile cases in the

Hills in the past yenr.

He and his partner managed
to prevent an armed robbery at a
7-Eleven after they kept track of
two men looking suspicious out-
side the store. That intuition
paid off after the two men
removed ski masks and guns
from the trunk of their vehicle.

Rodriguez also managed to be
the key person in finding a
young man police believe is
responsible for attacks on
women in twe area apartment
complexes just this past month.

After finding evidence at the
scene of the last attack,
Rodriguez found a neighbor in
the area who led him to the
allege suspect.

He has been previously award-
ed the Chief's Citation, two
merit citations, two citations, a
certificate of commendation and
two unit citations. In 2000, tie

ived the Drug Enf t
Administration’s highest bonor
of the DEA Administrators
Awards as a result of three
investigations that led to the
arrest of several multi-kilo drug
deals in the Detroit area.

Rodriguez is married to Cyn-
thia and they have two children,
daughter Alicia, 3 and Alex, 1.

As far ns what the future
holds, the young officer said he is
not ruling out any possibility -
even becoming a chicf one day.

“Pm not going to exclude any-
thing,” he said with a smile. .2

about 7:30 a.m. now.

Karen Kopicko, a subcommit-
tee member, said it's unfortu.
nate that such an important
topic is under discussion now,
when the district is studying
serious money issues and there
is 8o much money associnted
with it.

“Some people said, ‘This is so
trite and insignificant. Why are
you rocking the boat? My kid is
doing just fine.’,” Kopicko snid.

Neuman, who ran for achool
board last June, reiterated his
belief that o later start time s
what's best for kids. “There's
waya this district can save
money. One of the things I pro-
posed during my campaign last
year was an early teacher buy-
out.”

Ho snid he discussed with
Cheryl Cannon, the assistant
superintendent for businessa,
finance and oporations, the pos-
sibllity of leasing school busca.

There's no question about the
importance of gotting moroe infor-
mation out on the subject. Same
clementary school parents are
misinformed and believe the
time change for their children
will be earlicr than what is being
considered, Zurvalec said.

Depending on the high school
start time chosen, some elemen-

Students asked to submit poster designs

Chief William Dwyer and the
Farmington Hilla Police;Dopart-
mont are inviting schvol-age
artists in tho Farmington/ Farm-
ington Hille area to participate
in the annual poster conteat,

The dopartment is looking for
entries from local students in
public and parochial schools as
well a8 home-schooled studenta.
The posters will promote the
department’s 16th annual Open
House, to be held from noon-4
p.m. Sunday, May 6. =

M All entries should be submit-
ted on a 18-by-24.inch white
poster board with n deaign incor-
porating the theme “Children
and Police.” ‘

o Colors nre not limited.

W The deadlino for submitting
antries is 3:30 p.m. Monday,
March 26, All entrics ars to bo
aubmitted to tho Farmington
Hills Police Departmont’s Crime
Provention Section, 81685 West
11 Mile. - . o

® Name, school, grade level,
home address and phone number
of the artist must be on the back
of each entry.

W Prizes will be awarded for
first, second and third place.

B Awnrds will be presented at
the Opon House. .

@ For more information, con-
tact Juliot McGlinch in the
Crime Prevention section of the
department at 473.8637 Mon-
day-Friday from 8:30 a.m.-4:30
pm.

¢ 4 ¥ CRITTENTON HOSPITAL MEDICAL CENTER
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calenda

7 HOUSECALLS: 7-8

:30 p.m. January 23, 2002
Lasik Eye Surgery and Vision Correction, Dr. Mark Weingarten.
For more info: 1-888-90-4HEALTH

LUNCH AND LEARN SERIES. 12-1:00 p.m.

. On Jan. 25, Feb. 22 and March 22.

*Exploring Alternative & Complimentary Medicine”
Acupuncture (Jan. 25) Aromatherapy (Feb. 22) and
‘Massage Therapy (March 22) For more info: 248-652-5269

CHRISTIANE NORTHRUP: 7:00 p.m. Feb. 14
Women's Wellness Conference "The Wisdom of Menopause”
Shotwell-Gustafson Pavilion, Oakland University.
For more info: 248-652-5269

PEOPLE WHO CARE. Reception 00 p.m; Dinner 700 ..
"Medical Staff 2002 Healthcare & Vobuteer Leadersicip Ameds
- Dinner Dance” For more info: 248-652-5345




