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Memoir kys into limbo uiao illness

Limbo: A Memolir
by A. Manctte Ansay (Witliam
Morrow, $26).

BY VICTORIA DIAZ
BPECIAL WRITER

Growing up in Michigan and
rural Wisconsin, A. Manette
Ansny seemed headed toward a
promising future ns a professi
al pianist. She practiced for
hours on the family upright.
Sometimes, she played so long
and so enorgetically that her
small arms ached, and the o_n]y

s Though Anaay

BOOK ovontually

BEAT ontered Balti-
gy more's presti-
gious Peabody
Conscrvatory of
Music, she had
to leave when
she began to
develop symp-
toms that
included weak-

<

VICTORIA  ening leg mus-
DIAZ  (lgs, blurred
vieion, and

way the bur, ing i
could gain relief would be to
plungo them into a sink full of
jce cubes nfter a long practice
aession,

- The pain grew worse and more

persistent as the years went by,

memory i .

To this day, despite varying
trentments and consultations
with many doctors at numerous
hospitals, she has never been
accurately diagnosed, (By turns,
clinicians have surmised that

she suffers from multiple sclero-
sis, Hodgkins' diaonae, or an
auto-immune disorder.) And
because diagnosia has been olu-
sive, Ansay’s prognoais—and her
future-—remain blurry and
limbeo-like as woll.

Now moving through the days
of her life on a cane (she was, for
many years, confined to a
wheelchair), she has long since
given up her carcer as o pinnist.

This is not at nll to say that
she gave up her life, however.
After circumstances forced her to
leave Peabody, she made a deci-
sfon that would bring her to n
noew and totally different career.
On New Yenr’s Day in 1988, she
resolved to write for two hours,
threa days a week.

“I cannot explain why I made

this particular reselution and
not another,” writes the Mid-
western farmer's granddaughter,
whose family and background
were not “literary,” and whose
own taste in books had previous-
ly run toward paperback
romances.

Make the resolution she did,
though, never looking back.
Eventually, she gained an MFA
in writing from Cornell Universi-
ty and, in the late ninetics, saw
four of her novels (Vinegar Hill,
Sister, River Angel, Midnight
Champagne) and a collection of
short stories (Read This and Tell
Me What It Says) not only pub-
lished, but widely ncclaimed.

In Limbo, Ansny takes us back
in vivid word-picturcs te her
boginnings in her Michigan

Correspondent says China had role in

PRNewswire -- Chinn will use
the currant global criais to

‘launch itself a& n new Super-

Power and become America’s
new major enemy, according to
Gordon Thomas, an internation-
ally recognized expert on intelli-

_gence matters,

On Scpt. 11, the same day the’
World Trade Center and Pen-
tagon were hit by terrorists, a
Chinese Peoples Liberation
Army transport nircraft from
Beijing Janded in Kabul with the

most important delegation the
ruling Taliban had ever received,
says Thomas. Ho describes the
ongoing threat from China in his
new book, Seeds of Fire: China
and the Story Behind the Attack
on America ($26.95, Dandelion
Booka) available in bookstores,
or nt www.dandelionbooks.com .
“Hours later, CIA Director
George Tenet received a coded
‘red alert’ message from
Mossad’a Tel Aviv headquartors
that presented what he called a

Flea market shopping
is fun, without rules

‘worst case scenario’ -- that
China would use a ruthless sur-
rogate, bin-Laden, to attack the
United States,” says Thomas,
who hes over thirty years of
oxperience ns a foreign affaira
roporter and investigative jour-
nalist,

The Chinese delegation had
come to sign the contract with
Afghanistan that Osama bin-
Laden had asked for, that would
provide the Taliban with misaile-
tracking, state of the art

nications, and air defense sys-
tems in exchange for the Tale
iban’s promise to end the attacks

_ by Muslim extremiats in China's

north-western regions.

“China by 2016 will have
deployed tens to several tens of
issiles with nuclear head!
targeted agninst the US,” pre-
dicta a CIA bricfing paper to the
Bush Administration, according
to Thomas. Seeds of Fire devotes
over 100 pages of never before

d official d per-

home, 40 miles from Detroit,
where "trucks rattled over the
speed bump on the highway” and
“freight trains passed so close
that (she) could feel the vibra-
tions® in her bed nt night. Here
is the “kitchen with its chipped
Formica counter. . .the picnic
table. ..painted pale blue,” her
parents’ twin beds, even “the
mperfections of the swing set”
in the tree-filled backyard,

Through her splendid evoca-
tions, we are whisked up in her
Wisconsin childhood as well.
And we experience her anguish
and oceasional humiliation as
the yenrs pasa, her condition
worsens, and no one can define
her disense.

“There was a time. . .when I
would have said this kind of

attack on

taining to China's global take-
over atrategies.

Thomas also exposes the
sceret dealings between Russin
and China, He revenls reasons
for the ever-closer relationship
developing between Israel’s
Mossad and China's Sccret Intel-
ligence Service that enabled
America'a ultra-secret plans to
be stolen from Los Alamos.

Thomas is known most recent-

uncertainty was unbearable,”.
she writes. “But the human;
body, like the fife it lends, is ulti-:
mately n mystery, and. . .to keep:
moving forward, . .I have had to!
let go of that need to understand !
why what has happened has:
happened and, indeed, is hop-:
pening still.” H

If you live with uncertainty—,
and who among us docs not—:
don't miss this book. Ansay's:
perceptivencss and deep.
insights, along with her aston-.
ishing powera of expression;
make Limbo nothing short of;
absolutely memorable. .

Victoria Diaz iz a Livonia resi-.
dent and writes about books, the-}
ater and movies for the Obscrver
& Eccentric Newspapers. .

America

ten over 38 beat-selling books!
that hove sold over 45 million,
copica in 36 countries. Dande-:
lion Books hns already sold:
Seeds of Fire foreign rights to 30;
countries with two more pend.i
ing. Anvil Studios has just’
acquired the film rights for the!
book. H

H
Sveds of Fire is available at!

k s and at www.dande-}

¢

1y for his i 1 best-sell-
cr, Gideon's Spies. He has writ-

lionbooks.com . :

.
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BY CAROL MCGARVEY
BETTER HOMES AND GARDENS BOOKS
FOR AP WEEKLY FEATURES

A change of sensona can’t stop

:collectors who frequent flea mar-

kets. The hunt for treasures
might move inside to warehous-
es, thrift shops, malls or auction
houses, but the search goes on.
Shoppers never know what
they'll find ot tag sales or shows,
but interesting one-of-a-kind
itoms likely will show up. With a

little imagination on your part,

they'll provide endless opportu.

‘nitfes for adding character and

humor to your creative decorat-

If you're an equal opportunity
shopper, secking old treasures
for new uscs, gentle browsing
might bo the modus operandi. If
you're secking a particular sub-
Ject matter, such as 1830s quilts
or majolica pottery, you learn
how to scope out a booth in a

hurry.

- With a little practice, it
becomes apparent that a child'a
'wooden wagon could become a
‘coffee table, or a baluster from
an old houso could be n picce of
sculpture, A tenpot without a lid
becomes & great vase.

The only rule is that there
aren’t any. A doll head ean turn
into n tablatop sculpture, and a
stack of old suitcases can serve
as en end table.

- Some homeownors like the
mix of old and new, while others
focus on a particular era, such as

the 1950s, with retro items,
Some shopping tips from
experts: Buy what you love,
pleces you respond to with a pas-
sion. Bo open to possibilities, but
decide what you can live with,
Will you consider a cracked piece
of pottery, or must it be perfect?
Be impulsive. Sometimes it'a
necessnry to get the item you
want, but base your final price
on a limit you set for yourself.
Don't buy something for its
potontial future value, If it does
increaso in value, that's a bonus,
but you can't count on it, Bo logi-
cal in your decision. It might be
wise to take someone with you
na a sounding board. Buy what
you like, buy what you can
afford, and buy the beat you can

afford.

Look for quality. Do research
bafore you buy and question
doalers to see what they know,
Don't buy something just
bacause it's inexpensive. You
might end up with somsthing
you don't need and you don't
love. To combine modern and
antiquo pieces in a room, look for
harmonious lines and shapes.
For example, repeat curves for a
workable look. Check out the
condition before buying, You can
refinish scuffed pieces if you like,
but missing veneer is hard to
replace. Check vintage linens for
worn apots and holea,

For more information, check
out Better Homes and Gardens
Flea Market Decorating (Mored-
ith Books, $34.95).

GREAT SEATS STILL AVAILABLE!

SESAME STREET LIVEE

298 438 1548

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 3 « 2 PM

* TICKETS AS LOW AS $12.50!

Tidstt aveloble ut PAKAL0a, The Pelece Bat
ffce wd oll 78KOTASIRY bocrtions.
Charge ot {242] 6156444, Gromp dacounts sralebie.
<l [243) 3770100 for mars nfowmation, @

Furat A Onvy Team to Recervo both.
Voo dmans (2001) & Nummoh Dasacibialt HAR of Fame’s Jann W. Do Awant {1998
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ON SALE SATURDAY AT 10AM
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Read The Observer for local news coverage J

Crazy Al's Password |

Play Crazy Al's Password cvery
Monday between 8:00 a.m, - 9:00
a.m. on WPON 1460 a.m. Be the
correct caller with the password
and win a great prize.
Listen to Crazy Al's Radio Party
WPON 1460 AM L
Mon.-Fri. 6:00 A.M. - 9:00 AM.
& 2:00 PM. - 4:00 PM.

Call 248-332-1460
“"Password"
33-1/3

Crazy Al's Radio Pa

Truly the grestast rock and rotl show you've ever ( ard]
LISTENTO RARE ROCK AND ROLL ON

WPON Radio Oldies 1460 AM

Oldies You Just Don't Hoar Any Place Elso!
Crazy Al's Rodio Party Mon.-Fri.6-9 8.m., aftornoons 2-4 p.m.
LISTEN ON THE WEB www.wpon.com

Liesasee

s ;
o Featuring an appecrance by
Golden Nugget, descendont of
Roy Rogers' famous horse
Trigger, pesforming his
N ancestors’ wellknown tricks.

e See the newly-awarded
World Champion Barebock
Bronc Heoven Can Wait.

* Big, Bad, Bonus
Bull Challenge is backl

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 15 « 8 PM OPENING NIGHT

All soats $12
2
TICXETS AVAILALE AT Paceliel.com, THE PALACE BOX OFFICE
AND AlL viekatniester LOCATIONS. CHARGE AT
248-645-6656. DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE FOR GROUPS,

SENIORS & KIDS. CALL 248:377-0000 FOR INFORMATION. ‘@
o e

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 16 ¢ 8 PM HAT NIGHT
First LODO hids 12 ond undet rersive & FRTT rewbey hott * 29‘@

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 17 » 2 PM FAMILY DAY
Seniors 62 and older & kids 12 and under get in /2 offi

it




