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Don’t throw vour money out the ‘window’ this winter

If the windows in your home
are worn-out, run-down and
drafty, you're throwing moncy,
well, out the window.

With winter here, and utility
rate increases driving home-
heating costs higher than ever,
windowa that have deteriorat-
ed—or worse yet, been improper-
ly installed—can be costing
homeowners thousands of dol-
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lara per year. With natural gas
prices predicted to incrense as
much as 30 percent this winter,
now is a perfect time to inapect
your windows.

It is time to replace your win-
dows when they no longer serve
their purpose—keeping the heat
in during winter and the cold in
during summer.
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forms on the inside of your win.
dow and freezes in the winter-
time, your home ia losing ns
much heat through that window
as it would if tho wall had a hole
in it the size of r brick,

And if you think that drafty
windows are only costing you a
fow dollars a month on your
henting bills, think again,.
According to a study conducted
by the U.S. Department of Ener-
gy, by converting from single-
pane to double-pane clear glass

ind an avernge
can cut his or her heating bill by
as much as 25 percent. By con-
verting to argon- fitled, double-

pane windows with a low-E coat-
ing, the heating bill could bo cut
as much as 36 percent. .
When considering the long-
term return on your investment
{homcowners can cxpoct to

recoup 60 to 70 percent of the:

cost of roplacement windows),
you could easily be looking at

thousands of dollars saved in-

less than five yeors.

How do you tell if your win-
dows no longer work and need to
be replaced? According to Stan-
ford Blanck, co-owner of Taylar-
based Wallside Windows, a man-
ufacturer and installer of vinyl
replacement windows, energy
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efficlency in windows is a result
of two factors—the window
framo and the window glasa.
Blanck; who has more than 30
yoars of window replacoement
experience, said the following
arcas are what to look for:

The condition of the win-
dow frames

If your windows ure loose and
rattling, it means the sash and
channels have deteriorated, and
the window is no longer sealed
properly. A loogo saah means
that the window'’s life is over—it
needs to be roplaced, Also, if you
can actually feel air drafts
around the window, whether in
winter or summer, the window is
not doing what {t's aupposed to
do— it is time to replace it. Rot-
ting wood and peeling paint are
results of d ! Bign

ono that is installed proper:

But the single most important
factor In window efficiency,
according to Blanck, ia installa-
tian. “No matter how well & win-
dow is made,” he safd, “if it {s not
installed correctly, you bought a
problem, not a sclution.”

If windows are not fitted cor-
rectly or properly installed, on
excossivo amount of the home's
heat can be lost through even
the slightest breach or opening.

‘To ensure proper installation,
hire a professional. A good rule
of thumb is to seck out window
companica that have been in
business at least as long thoir
guarantee (see nccompanying
box for tips on aclecting a win- -
dow replacement contractor),

R no matter how.

that the windows no longer work
properly.

If the frames are aluminum,
you might consider replacing
them with wood or vinyl, Accord-
ing to Blanck, nlumi is a

expensive your windows or how
great they look in the showroom,
you're waating your money if
they're not inatalled properly in:
your home.
Ck ing a Contractor

conductive metal, and does a
poor job of keeping heat in the
house. Aluminum frames are
found mninly on older houses,
and are rarely installed any-
more.

The window gloss

Windows today are far superi-
or to the single-pnne windows of

- years past.

“Simply put, if you have single-
pane windows—evon if the
frames are in perfect condition—
you should replace the glass,”
Blanck said. *Single-pane win-
dows are costing you money.”

Why? “Energy officiency,”
Blanck noted.

How well windows keop heat
in and cold out is measured by
somcthing known as the U-Fac-
tor—the lower the U-Factor, the
more encrgy efficient the glass.

‘The U-Factor for n single pane
of glass is 1,30. Adding another
pane of glass by installing a dou-
ble-pane window reduces the U-
Factor to .49, meaning heat loas
is cut by mere than half. If the
double-pane window has a low
emissions coating, the U-Factor
drops to .34. And if the space
between the windows is filled
with an inert gas, such as argon,
the U-Factor is reduced even fur-
ther.

“The best window is the

Stanford Blanck, co-owner of
Taylor-based Wallside Windows'
offers the following advice for
choosing a reputable contractor:

1. Call the Michigan State
Department of Commerce
builder hotline, (800) 6558374,
and aak the following:

- Does the company have n
builders' license?

- Dacs either the company or
the licensed contractor have any
violations? If 8o, what were they?

2. Call the Better Business
Bureau in your area to see if
any consumer complaints have
been lodged against the contrac-

tor,

3. Visit the company's show-
room. If they don't hava one,
find another company.

4. Get references. Ask for
name, address, and phone num-
ber of previous customers. Got
to those houses and decido if"'
you like how the job looks, Then
call the customer and ask them
if shey've had any problems
with either the windows or the
company’s service. N

5. Once you've sclected a con:
tractor, get in writing a star
and completion date, and an |
itemized list of all material and :
labor costs. Set up a payment
plan, being sure not to pay in .
ful) until the job is comploted.
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Take a photo of your ugly bath-
room and bring it Into any Mathlson
Supply store or mail it to WAR, Ugllest
Bathroom Contest, 3011 W. Grand

Win A 10,000
Dream Bathroom!?
L " Blvd., Ste. 80O, Datrolt, Ml 48202,

Y The winner's bathroom will be
i upgraded with new fixtures, tile,
dicine cabinet and i
a value of up to $10,000,
And, be sure to visit the WJR and
Mathison Supply booths at:
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@ Maintyle, Naity & Tanning by Studio $8 Nair & Nait Salon,

A $150 Wedding Cake by Cakes by Phyllis

@ Free Tunedes for yous Wedding Party by President Tusedo

« Camplete make-Overs for the enliee Wedding Party & a $40

Cestificate for the Bride by Mary Kay - Sheri Sieang

@ $500 Gift Package by Christian Di \grance

@ Frec Bridal Veil [rom Bridal Veils & Shocs Unlimited {3200 value)

 Free Brida) Sloes & Purse by Bridal Veils & Shoes Unlimited

(875 valuc)
« SXK in Britad Accessorics from the Mashattan Collection
« Flower girl Drcsses by Always & Farever Beidal Salon
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DETROIT MARRIOTT AT CENTERPOINT
3600 Centerpwint Dukavay
(At Square Loke & Opadyhe Rowuis) H

SUNDAY, MARCEI 24, 2002
:Hpm
MAC & RAYS BANQUET CENTER
30675 North River Rod,
Harrison Torenship

W Alr Masseur Massage Bathtub by Jason

8 Bath Cabinetry by Bertch P'mg.vﬂ'\'{vmd-"d « $150in Invitations by Affordable Invilations
B Faucets by Hardon H O M E o %5 5505t casn @ A3 hour DI Package by Elite Ententainment
B Uitra-Flush Toilet By Gerber equivalsnta, Judges /4
B Tila Tub Surround IMPROVEMEN TICKETS: $7.00 WITH ADVANCE VATIONS $8.00 AT THE DOOR s

CALL BRIDES-TO-BE,

Lmail: jnfos bri hows.nel Website: wavavln

W Installation by J&M Home Improvement NC. @ (586) 228-2700
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