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New York:
Changed
world

Getting off the plane in New York,
things did not seem too different. The
nirport was busy, people coming and
going and except for the few National
Guard soldiers posted at security, it
did not seem like a changed place.

Our trip was one for shows and
shopping; doing our “patriotic duty,”
ns it was. Walking through the
streets of Manhattan, people scemed
n little less bothered by the presence
of visitors, even a little interested to
see visitors in their city. Perhops it
was just my imagination. Brondway
shows had full houses. People were
enjoying the tall, fragrant flower
arrangements, the grand architecture
and tall ceilings of the Palm Court
and the Oak Room. The muscums
holding precious treasures still had
many visitors, tetevision studios still
hod long lines of excited audience
hopefuls. Street vendors hawking
their hat dogs and fruits were still in
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Comedian finds niche in corporate humor

By PAUL R. PAcE
STAFP WRITER
ppace@onhomocomm.net
he saying when a door closcs, & window of

I opportunity usuaily opena has worked

pretty much to par for one area man.

Working out of a cubicle in his carly 20s, Bill
‘Thomns of Novi knew his job was not making
him happy.

I just thought this is not what 1 want to do
with my life,” he said.

‘When the company fnced lay-offs, he saw his
chance to perform stand up comedy full-time
and he left without ever looking back. Since
then, Thomas has opened for such famous acts
as Chuck Berry, Engelbert Humperdink, Gladys
Knight & the Pips, Jay Leno and Ray Charles.

While many comedins use vulgarities to get
a quick laugh, Thomas eaid with pride that he
always worked “clean”, The “40-something”
Thomas always admired comedians who didn't
have to resort to dirty jokes for n cheap chuckle.

With his deep, smooth voice, it's not surpris-
ing Thomas has worked in front of the micro-

hone.

Ho hosted “The Bill Thomas Show” for Detroit
radio station WXYT for five years and enjoyed
poking fun at the news of the doy.

“I'd make fun of everything,” he said.

That job ended when the station turned to a
sports radio format in recent years, but ho still
does some fill-in talk show host work here and
on the east const where he grew up.

‘When WXYT changed formats, a window of
opportunity opened again, he said. Thomas
decided to go back to atand up, but along a dif-
ferent avenue,

Today, he bills himself a8 n corporate
t d ing he performs at corporata

the same old places that I r b

meetings and even church

Shops lly full of tout-
ing the Yankees and Mets had found
new heroes: FDNY and NYPD, Ven-
dora were selling photos of the New
York City skyline from what scems to
be a different age, now the skyline
with the twin towers still standing.

M A little farther south, the
subways seemed a little
different. Some lines were
closed off. As we exited
the subway and headed for.
Ground Zero, the streets
waere torn up as workers
repalred water and utility
Iines. Many shops and
restaurants were closed.

In Little Italy and Scho, our usual
ing grounds, r

shops were also busy. We stopped for
lunch at the Balthazar restaurant
and within five minutes, the tables
were filled with people laughing and
having fun. New York seemed to be
going on with life.

A little farther south, the subways
scemed a little different. Some lines
were closed off. As we exited the sub-
way and headed for Ground Zero, the
streets were torn up as workers
repaired water and utility lines.
Many shops and restaurants were
closed. But then I saw a sign, “Big
Joe's now reopened for business!” and
“We're backl” We stopped in one deli
to buy some breakfast. We were greet-
ed with friendly smiles. .

We now were closer to Ground Zero,
and I noted a kiosk with a little cover.
The rain cleaned off the lower part,
but on the part covered by the tiny
canopy, there remained the thick,
light colored dust from the collapse of
our World Trade Center. Instead of
business poople rushing to work,
there were mostly visitors coming to
see the devastation, The old church at
Fulton and Church Strects has
become a shrine. The fence erected in
front of the church was filled with
posters, signs, candles, flowers, origa-
mi birds, and messages from all over.

Passersby moved alowly, trying to
take in all that was there. Until the
previous day, you could only view the
rubble from three blocks away. Now
they had crected a platform so visi-
tors could sce the site clearly. The
wooden walkway and platform had
been open for only 24 hours, yet most
of the walls and railings were alrendy
full of messnges from all over the
country and all over the world, A mes-
sage in thick green marker said, “We
will never forget, Firefighters, Lima
Peru.” I added my message to the
many, "Pray for Peace.” Graund Zero
is now leveled.

All of the World Trade Center
buildings that were damaged nre now
gone. Workera have carefully sifted
through, and cranes and trucks have
taken down rnd hauled away the
remnanta of many lives, and a part of
our heritage. The place where movers
and shakers dealt business and free
commerce ruled. Devastated by cvil
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gatherings.
Thomas typically does most of his work in the
metto area,
“One thing I like about churches is they don't
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-Make ‘em laugh: Humorist Bill Thomas has moved
_from the world of stand-up comedy to providing

humorous presentations in corporate board rooms.

think they aro allowed to laugh sometime,” ho :

said.

‘While ho had a great time touring the country
doing stand up, he said the road can bo exhaust-
ing.

EWhun you're flying three or four timesa
weok... Now it's o quality of life issue,” he eaid.

Doing corporate gigs is a challenge, consider-
ing ho somotimes i3 ordered to provide a routine
even during a business restructuring conference,
one that could include company layoffs for some |
people in attendance. H

It's o tauchy subject, but Thomas soid he H
learns from event organizers what issucs to :
avoid. '

“I like to sce people at their best,” ho said of |
his current job, “I like to easo their pain.” !

The performances are 1 way to build up a pos-!
itive, light-hearted mood in a typically tense or ;
boring situation. I

“ como out of a business background, so I gat |
= lot of material. I got my own stories about cus-{
tomer service,” ho said with a laugh. -

Ho nleo hos n wido rango of topics in his rou- H
tine. i

“If you make it brond enough, you can doall }
types of businesses,” he said. }

“The good thing nbout working at companica {
and associations is nobody acts like a jerk,” he 3
said referring to his old stand-up days. E

H

Yerhusch

Michole of local
nicationa for the Chrysler Group in Aubumn
Hills, said she booked Thomas at a recent corpo-}
rate conference. H

“He's an excellent entertainer,” she said. “Ho's;
able to bring clean humor into the setting. Tho
audience definitely nppreciated his blend of
humor.” :

Humorist Bill Thomas's Web sitc is
wiow.comedian billthomas.com and he can be
reached at (248) 512-2925 or toll-frec at 1-877-
700-BILL.

Area seniors win trips to see loved ones

Bv&!rm&e SKOGLUND
rakoglund@oe.homecomm.net

Thanks to Wayne County and Southwest. Airline's
recent “Home for the Holidays” program, two aren
seniors are back home and basking in memories of a
visit with Toved ones,

of Westland

days

mas.

Happy winner: Doris
Patterson of Livonia
(center) receives con-
gratulations from Dan
Jorgenson (left), South-
west Airlines market-
ing manager, and Cas-
sandra Smith-Gray,
Assistant Wayne Coun-
ty Executive at the
‘Home for the Holi-
days” awards luncheon
Dec. 5.

west Airlines,

granddoughter.

toddler.

Vera Wolnosky, 72,
and
Doris Patterson, 72,
of Livenia are two of
several senjor citi-
zens who filled out
Home for the Holi-
applications
weeks before Christ-
Winners
received complimen-
tary round-trip tick-
cts to visit family or
fricnds between Dec.
3, 2001 and Jan. 26.
20002 in any city [
served by the South- ¥

Both women flew
to Florida, Wolnosky
to visit her brother
and Patterson to visit
her daughter and

Wolnosky apent a
weck in Tampa with
her beloved baby
brother, Jerry. Even
though he's 69, Wol-
nosky considers him
just n kid. Alter all,
it was she who used to cart him to his doctor’s visits
in the Penobscot Building in Detroit by streetcar
when she was in her early teens and he waa just n

TN X N

days,” a program sponsored by Wayne County

*I always wanted a baby brother,” she said, “When
1 would take him to the doctor, everyone thought I
was just a young mother.” it

The visit went perfectly, anid Wolnosky. Even the
gray skics and cool weather that prevailed during her
entiro stay didn't dampen her and Jerry's spirita,

“We went out to ent, went shopping and visited the
flea markets. We also rented movies because he only
hns one good channel and two lousy ones.”

Wolnesky was at first reluctant to fill out an nppli-
cation. But her co-workers in the Kay Beard Building
in Westland, where she worka as a caller in the

Brotherly lova: Vera Wolnosky of Westland enjoyed visiting with her brother, Jerry Zulci,"
in Tampa, Fla. She won the trip by filling out an

agplication for “Home for the Holi
0

and Southwest Airlines.

urged her to do so.

*I knew I wasn't going to get it, but they aaid, 'Fil‘
outl,’ and I got it.” L
‘Wolnosky is now back a work calling homebound

acnlors and entertaining her co-workers with anecs
dotes from her trip. Everybody has scen her picturess
She says she had no fear of flying and ia-grateful 3
Southwest Airlines for sponsaring the Home for the¢
Holidaya program. . P

“Flying docan’t bather mo, but they took my nadl

file away from mel My daughter-in-law warned mé
-

Senior Alliance “Friendly R ance” program,
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