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Wlsdom Is a Virtue

The Greck philosopher Socrates was fond
of saying that no one would knowin, 5ly do
wrong. However, those who debated with
him were quick to paint out that there is a
wealth of evidence to the contrary. Just look
at all of the people who knowingly lie, chea
and steal in order to get their way. Socrates
always contended that the people who do
these things simply do not understand that
they are harming themselves, and thus they
do wrong out of ignorance. Anyane wha is
aware of the consequences of evil upon
their soul should flee from cvil action
and embrace good. The wise person knows
that wrongdoing harms the perpetrator
by tarnishing his or her soul. On the cosmic
fevel, since God’s spirit animates everything
and is suffused throughout all of creation, it -
becomes clear that the pain and suffering of the most insignificant
creature is at the same time the pain and suffering of the whole, and
that the wrongdaing of any member of the whole affects that whole
adversely. This is why our sins harm not only us, but are even a
source of sadness to Cod,
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He who does good Is of God; he who does
evil has not seen God.
RS.V. 3john 11




