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Dive into a new hobby discovering shipwrecks

By BETU FIECHER
BPECIAL WRITER

-The first time I saw a Jacques
Cousteau special on TV 1 know 1
wanted to dive. I couldn't wait to
explore the mysteries of the scas,
surrounded by hundreds of color-
ful creatures as I bathed in sap-
p}uro water at some exotic loca-

tion. The reality is that I live in
landlocked er.h(gnn, the Greak
Laoke State, and can't jet off to
parndise overy weckond, I have
to find it here. Actually I found
Paradise - in Michigan's upper
peninsula - but that's another

story.

‘My first introduction to what
the Great Lakea have to offer a
gcuba diver was on a blustery
February day at the Great Lakes
Shipwreck Festival sponsored by
the Ford Seahorses Scuba Diving
Club in Dearborn. This year's
festival is Saturday, Feb, 16,
Like me, you may ba surprised
by the discoveriea await.

.Michigan’s Great Lakes are
dotted with thousands of ship-
wrecks — an underwater muse-
um of maritime architecture and
h'lsmry. In fact, there are people

who search for undiscovered
wrec!

Finding these gems is a very
time-consuming activity, It
starts during the winter with
research. Investments of time
and meney are also made acquir-
ing and maintaining the equip-
ment necessary to complete the
quest. Shipwreck hunters start
cruising waterways with sonar
as soon a 8 weather allows, and a
target location has been identi-
fied, Side scan sonar incorpo-
rates a torpedo-shape sensor,
uffectionately called a “fish”
towed as the beat drives back
and forth over the predeter-
mined area. The fish is connect-
c¢d by a cable to s computer
onboard the boat which inter-
prets the signal and displaya the
image on a graphics display.

Hundreds of hours arc spent
running grid patterns in hopes of
detecting a change in the lake
bottom that may result from a
large unnatural mass, perhaps a
ship. The blip on the screen
could be a pile of rocks, cargo, or
the troasure they are seoking.

The real adventure begins

Great Lakes

Shipwreck Festlval
When: Saturday, Feb. 16.
Seminars start at 9 a.m.,
exhibits 10 a.m. to 7:30 p.m,,

Freshwater program featuring
muslc by Lee Muvduck. 6:30-9

Whum' Ford cummunlly and
Performing Arts Center on
Michigan Ave. at Greenfleld In
_Dearbomn .

Admlssion: No charge to
vlew exhibits, fees for pro-
groms ranging from $8-$15

For Information: Call (734)
769-2458 or visit www.ford-

seahorses.com

BOOK IT

once a potential divo site has
been jdentified. Dive equipment
is loaded on the boat, dive plans
are made, and the anticipation
builds, Extra carc must be taken
while heading to the predeter-
mined depth aince the line is
merely weighed and not really

anchored to anything. Therefore, «

the divers must look down to
assure they don't hit something

or land inside the wreckage
before seeing it (perhaps the
weights at the end of the marker
lipe penctrated the wreck),

As the divers descend from
their boat, more questions are
aeked than answered. What pre-
cautions need to be made that
they forgot about while topside.
If the marker miased the target,
the whoelo dive could be for noth-
ing; decompression limits would
preclude another dive at this
time.

If they have found a ship.
wreck, care needs to be taken to
protect the structure while
pecuring.the dive boot to some-
thing atable, What type of vessel
will it be? Ia it the ship they've
been scarching for?

If a wreck has been found,
numerous photographa and
meticulous notes must be taken
about the structure and any arti-
facts. Unless the ship's name or
registration number is located,
the photographs and notes must
be indispensable in identifying
which ship was found.

Now it’s back to the books,
perhaps at the Institute for

‘Book it lists author signings,
and other bookish cucats. Scnd,
c-mail or fox an

Walled Lake Clty Library: Cat In
the Hat Reod-a-thon ~ 68 p.m,

Kcely Wygonik, Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers 36261
Schoolcraft, Livonia, MI 48150,
fdx (734) 591-7279 or c-mail (text
file (;nly, or copy andpauh- into c-

Fob. 28, Readers may
plan to read 15 minutes or more.,
The public Is invited to Iisten.
Refrashments will be sarved,
1499 E. West Maple, (248} 624-
3772, Annual folk dance featur-

mail) kwyg
net.

Ing Michj Dance Herltoge
musiclans, Glen and Judy
wlth caller Steve

LIBRARIES AND
UNIVERSITIES

-Unlversity of Michigan, Ann
~Arbor: - Poetry readings 5 p.m.
TMonday, Feb. 11, Michigan Unlon
, Ball Room, reception follows.
!Lecture The Egret Fishing

: Through its Smeared Reflections:
:Poetlcs and the End of Nature,

: 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 12,
1Michigen Union Ball Room. Call
1(734) 615-3710 for details.

* Gold, 1-3 p.m. Saturday, March 2,
Rlchardson Community Center,
‘1485 Oakley Park Road,
Commerce Township, Call (248)
6243772 for details.

Waest Bloomfleld Public Library:
Revlew of Tender at the Bone by
Ruth Ralch), a restaurant critlc
for tha New York Times, Sandra
Sutherland will be reviewing
Relchl's book about lessons
learned et the hands and kltchon

Nagler from page B4

you'll gain at these workshops
jtist can’t be beat. All major
photo magazines list such pro-
grams.

+ For the real adventurous, trav-
eling workshops nre readily
available, These can be as
diverse a8 a weekend workshop
close to hame or a photo safari in
Africa. Learning on location is
perhaps the best way to sharpen
your photographic skills,

+Each year, 1 conduct a travel-
ing workshop. We've been to
Ching, the Canadian Rockies

and many morc acenic locations.
The resulting photos from the
students have been superb.

So whether it's a short course
at a local community educational
facility or n workshop to one of
the world's exotic places, photog-
raphy classes are beneficial
indeed.

Monte Nagler is a fine art pho-
tographer based in Farmington
Hills. You can leave him a mes-
sage by dialing (734) 963-2047
on a touch-tone phone, His fax
number is (248} 644-1314.

“Hats Off To America”

counters of family members and
frlends, 7:30 p.m, Wednesdoy,
Feb, 20 and 20 a.m. Friday, Feb,
22 at the library, 4600 Walnut
Lake Road, West Bloomfleld
Township, Call (248) 3634181
for Information.

BOOKSTO
Waldon Books (30200 Plymouth
Road, Livonla): Author book sign-
Ings 1-3 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 16,
Anthony Collings, Words of Flra.
Stephanie Melfen

to enjoy that peaceful
retreat you've been dreaming about,
at an enchanting AAA four diamond
countey inn, where you can unwind
at the spa, savor fine cuisine, and
enjoy the fresh outdoors.

Pockages from $195.00 US
per couple, include overnight
atcammodadan. spa vouchers,

breakfast and 3-course candlelight
dinner. Rates are subject {o change
with currency fluct

Benmiiler Inn & Spa
Asalways. Like never defore.
1.800-268-1711
www.benmiller.on.ca
Goderich, Ontario, Canada
{Only 90 minutes from Port Huron, Mi}

pesvearn

. noon to 4 p.m. Sunday, March
3, and Card Lamb, Lest Parade,
noon to 2 p.m, Sunday, March
10, {734) 261-7811.

Great Lakes Research in Bowl-
ing Green, Ohio. What type of
ship was it? When were they
prevalent in the lakes? The
materials it is made of help nar-
row the list of possible ships.
The rigging and wheel design,
size, height, construction, cargo,
as well as some of the artifacts,
narrow it further, By process of
alimination, the ship can be
identified, though not nlways, It
ia one giant puzzle to be solved:
a chnllenglng exercise in
frustration, di int

ment, dedication and discovery.
The Great Lakes Shipwreck
Festival premieres newly discov-
ered wreeks and announces the
winning entries to the annual
Ford Seahorses Underwater
Photo Contest. Previous festivals
have given attendees the oppor-
tunity to meet some Navy Seals,
see a miniature two-person sub-
marine and a U.S. Coast Guard
rescue helicopter, and hear from
such renowned experts as Gary
Gentile, Jim Church, Carl Hug-
gins, ond Tom Mmjmt Pmsentu‘

technicat diving, maritime lmm-'.'
ry and prescrvation, underwater !
photography, World War 11 relies |
of Truk Lagoon, underwnter
treasure hunting, recovery of the
bell from the Edmund Fitzgerald”
and the shipwreck of the Lusita- |
nia.

Topics at the 2002 Fuslwul
include safety first, wreck diving
in the Norweginn Arctic, tropical
dive sites, and newly discovered,
wrecks in Lake Huron. Bernic
Chowdhury, nuthor of The Last
Dive, is the keynote speaker at;
this year's festival, n

For more information ubcut,
scuba diving, the Great Lakes.,
Shipwreck Festival and the Ford '
Senhorses Underwater Photo
Contest, call 1734) 769-2458 or,
visit www.FordSeahorses.org

Beth Fischer is a Farmmgtuu :
resident. Tell us about your.
hobby. Send information for con-
sideration in the Observer &
Eccentric Pastimes section to:]
Susan Steinmucller, Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers Feature’
Department, 'Bﬂ E. Maple, .

tions have i

en'
\

Bir 1 48009 or e-mail .,

tal issues, tropical
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Crazy Al's

Play Crazy Al's Password every
Monday & 8:00 a.m. - 9:00

: 'Be'd?
Bonanza

5unday
February“i7, 2002
10 am to & pm
$3 admission
no strollers please

Over 50 bead merchants
from across the globe.

Southfield
Municipal
Com
Pavilion
26000 EVERGREEN
SOUTHFIELD, MICHIGAN

——

Prosented by the
Great Lakes Beadworkers Gulld
P. 0. Box 1639 » Royal Ok
556-997-7045
wwwabg org

(,‘;f’
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Books don't just enlighten. They ‘
empower, Our chil ving
up knowing this. A good education
{8 ane of the most important thinga
wecan give them. And wo will, with
the help of US. Savings Bonds.

‘Through the Payroll Savings
Plan, we put aside something
with every payday. And little by
little, it wil' ndd up to college for
our children.

U.S. Savings Bonds helped my
parents put me through college.
And next year, it's Michelle's
turn. Sure, Savings Bonds have

In my family, learnmg is ever ythmg

’ Pnunlod_by @"A’F 0

Fecmmng on appearance by
Goldan Nugget, descendant of
Roy Rogers'.famous horse
R Trigger, performing his
ancestors’. welkknown tricks.
© See the newly-owarded
‘World Chompion Barsback
-Brone Heaven Can Wait. .

.® Big, Bad, Bonus
Bull Challenge is backl .

& 4
mls SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 16 « 8 PM HAT NIGHT ‘lw
Fiext 1,000 kids 12 snd wnder receive @ FRIE cowbey hatt ,_@‘ R

i
- TICKETS AVAILABLE AT Palacefiet.com , THE PALACE BOX OFFICE
\ AND All eERSTMAster LOCATONS.
CHARGE AT 2488456566, DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE
FOR GROUPS, SENIORS & KIDS.
CALL 248377.0100 FOR INFORMATION, !

7 THIS FRIDAY, mnum 13+ 8PM OPENING
Aﬂ seats $12¢°

NEXT SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 17 « 2 PM FAMILY DAY
Seniors 62 and older & kids 12 and under get in 1/2 offl

roeLIobTE.

important to our past, but they'll
bo even more important to our
future. that’s what makes aur
investment so valuable.,

Ask your emploﬂr* or banl\cr about saving with
U.S. Savings Bonds. For all the right reasons.

SAVINGS
.BONDS

A public service of this newspapet

inAmerica 3

a.m. on WPON 1460 a.m. Be the

and win a great prize,

Listen fo Crazy Al's Radio Party
WPON 1460 AM

Mon.-Fri, 6:00 AM. - 9:00 A.M.
& 2:00 P.M. - 4:00 PM.

Call 248-332-1460

correct caller with the password £8

IR

Password

“Password"
Stylus

Crazy

' . :
Al's Radio P
Truly the greatest rock and rol! show you've ever heard!

LISTEN TO RARE ROCK AND ROLL ON - -

WPON Radio Oldies 1460 AM
Oldios You Just Don't Hoar Any Place Eise!

Crazy Al's Radio Party Mon.-Fri.

LISTEN ON THE WEB www.wpon.com

6-9 a.m., altarnoons 2-4 p.m.

Cromanae

THE NEW

NOW PLAYING"

&Cje C@ IMAX" DOME THEATRE

YHE NEW DETROIT SCIENCE CENTER

Turn your world inside ou

FILM TIMES & INFORMATION: 313.577.8400
www.detroitsciencecenter.org

257

MERRI-SEVEN TRAINS HOBBIES & COLLECTIBLES

19155 Merriman (at 7 Mile) ¢ Livonia o
Buy ° Sell ¢ l’rade * Repair * All Gauges

248) 4770551

Hours: Tue,-Thur. (1-7  fd. |

0 » Fax (248) 477-0770

1-8 + Sat. 11-6 p.m.




