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favorite show,” said Kaplan. “I
tried to get it on the slate. It’s a
story about being dilferent and
yet having the same nced that
everyone has to be loved for who
you are. It's a very powerful kind
of cult show. People who know
theater, know the show.”

Kaplan likes the Village Play-
ers because they're willing to
take risks instead of just doing
the tried and truc shows that
other groups do.

Tim McGee in direeting The
Heidi Chronicles, n coming-of-
nge story nbout a “liberated
woman® and her circle of friends
that begins at n high school
dnnce in 1965 and ends in 1989.

Joen Bowes is taking on tho
challenging musical direction of
The Fantasticks, and Pam Dun-

das will direct this show,
described as o “sunny, funny
musical about love™ with memo-
rable music — Try te remember.

The classic Cyrano De Berger-
ac will be directed by Holly Hell-
sten. “I'm very excited about
Cyrano,” she said. “It's my all-
time favorite ploy. There's some-
thing for everyone — sword-
fights, passion, and a littlo silli-
ness.”

You don't have to wait until
October to see the Village Play-
ers. Proposals, a now comedy by
Neil Simon opens Friday, March
15. Show dates are Saturdny and
Sunday, March 16-17, Friday-
Sunday, March 22-24, and Fri-

B ‘It's our Bar Mitzvah year. Jewish kids are given
a community service to perform when they turn
13. Ours Is the Stop Hate Campalgn. We're invit-
Ing community partners with a common goal to
display literature on the table In the lobby and

country is wonderful but until we
get into the statuea of this coun-
try there ia nothing but capri-
cious goodwill. That will be a
grent day when it becomes law,
when a hate crime bill that
includes us is passed, Acceptance
is different than tolerance, How

man's advances. He condemns
men like Fred Phelps who pick- .
oted Shepard’s funeral with .
.signs that read “God Hates
Gnys." He'd like to soo o time
whon the Triangle Foundation
isn't providing sorvices for vic-
tims of 110 violent assaults in

day-Saturdny, March 30..Call
(248) 644-2075 for details.

precious a phenomena freedom is
~ that someanc can't come up and
bat you on the back of the head.”
Like Ansuini, Orbach is work-
ing to change perceptions and
halt the violence in colcbration
of JET’s 13th season. The Stop,
Hato Campaign promotes part-
nerships with civil rights orga-
nizations within the Dotroit
aren. Four Thursday night talk
backs will be held after perfor-
mances. Orbach is hoping law
enforcement officers and
lawyers will join the first dis-

r Got an idea for a story? E-mail us at jhubred@oe.homecomm.net |

giving them a page In the program.’

Evelyn Orbach
JET's founding artistic director

cussion on Thursday, Feb, 28,
“It's our Bar Mitzvah year,”
anid Orbach, JET’s founding
artistic director. “Jewish kids are
given a community service to per-
form when they turn 13. Ours is
the Stop Hate Campaign. We're
inviting community partners
with a-common goal to display lit-
crature on the table in the lobby
‘nnd giving them a poago in the
program, We're doing outreach
programs in schools. My fecling
has alwaya been that there are

we have difference we can talk
about them.”

Montgomery will be there for
all tho talk backs becauae ho
believes Michigan especially

. needs to change. During tho last

soven to eight years Michigan's
ranked os “the leading or close
to leading stato in terms of anti-
gay homicides,” according to
Montgomery. No longer can
murderers try to cscape justice
by using the Gay Panic defenso
whereby they claim a form of

Michigan cvery year.
“Moises Kaufman's done a
beautiful job giving voice to the
lo," aaid

P Y.
who saw the play twice in Now,
York. “All of us have a certaln
familiarity with the event but .
the play takes this and gives us .
a different lens through which.
to view it. I hope the audience
\eave this play with the fact that,
hate crimes really do affoct,a.
community in unique ways.,
They have to look at their com-
munity. As a community how
could we respond to hate crimes -
and prevent them, 1 want them -
to leave saying, ‘wow that was -
awful but there's something w

more of us who feel that even if insanity as o responso to n goy  can do.” .
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