APPLIANCE DOCTOR

Readers
voice their
concerns at
home show

The first of the 2002 home
improvement shows took place
Jan. 31 to Feb, 3 at the Novi Expo
Center, and boy, was it a dandy, So
wera the prices that were marked on
the major home appliances on dis-
play, enough to give you the sticker
shock 1 have been writing about.

The questions I anawered ran
atong the same lines as most other
yeurs, with refrigerator water and
ice dispensers leading the way. That
water valve where the water line
hooks up is still the major compo-
nent to fail.

Many homeowners inquired
about product recalls that I've previ-
ously written nbout, and I felt their
concerns are stronger than ever. I
thinK there should be a rule that a
manufacturer be required to publish
a list of nll recalls that occurred dur-
ing each year for up to five years,
Some of these praduct failures cause
serious injury and death, and a one-
time publicntion doesn't do enough
good toward preventing these hap-
penings. It would take up a lot of
spuce in the newapaper, but T think
publishing product recalls would be
o good public service project.

Front load washers
-There were several comments
made about the sleek-looking

‘1~“Kppenrance of front lond washers. -

The most common guestion asked
about these products was in regard
to their relinbility. “Should we buy
now or wait until they get the bugs
out?”

There have beon some serious
problems with some washing
machines manufactured within the
post couple of years. You may not
have heard about these problems,
which occurred after the products
wera in the customer’s home, Little
was said, but the manufacturer
made contact with each customer.
My opinion is to hold off on purchas-
ing newly designed washers. Give
these products some time to prove
themselves.

Whirlpool

I'm feeling sorry for Michigan-
based Whirlpool these days. They've
had some problems perfecting o
washer in the last yoar, nnd just
recently announced the recall of 1.8
million under-the-cupboard
microwaves. On top of that
Whirlpool also announced the recalt
of 1.4 million dehumidificrs, The
catimated cost to take care of the
problem is $74 million. You and I
would go broke real fast if we could-
n't do n better job right from tho get-
go.

European products

I saw the European-mnde prod-
ucts on display and I think they are
beautiful, When you open a door on
a kitchen range, it doesn't take
tuch to compare the sound and feel
to the one in your home. 1 will nover
get over how hot some American-
made ‘kitchen ranges get on outside
surfaces. It is“appnlling how this is
allowed to happen without anyene
even trying to stop it. The manufac-
turers should be ashamed of them-
selves for building them that way. -

1 noticed new interior designs on
European dishwashers that really
catch the oye. Can you imagine a
tray that sita on the top rack where
you lay utensils down? It sure
makes it ensy to pick them up before
you sort them into a storage drawer.

1 want to thank nll of you who
stopped by to say hello and for the
many nice comments you made
nbout this newspnper. You put a
amile on my face. Stay tuned.

Joe Gagnon can be heard Satur-
day and Sunday on 760 WJR. He ia
a member and post president of the
Society of Consumer Affairs Profes-
sionals. His phone number is (313)

873.9789.
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Vlvid: This photograph — electoronically altered to include more background — shows the vivid shade of red in Tim Robinson’s
bedroom. Robinson, a florist, often accents the wall's hues with yellow mums or pink tulips.

Daring owner spices home with fresh crimson

BY LANA MINI
STAFF WRITER
IminiQon.homecomm,net

First in an ongoing serics on the use of color,

ommon cream and bourgeoisie beige

scem safe, but move over Martha

Stewart becnuso not everyone seeks

aubtlety in home decor. In the spirit of

Valentine's Day, we explored the color
red and its growing popularity.

From bold color on big walls to subtle touches
of crimson on the rubber end of a spatula, dar-
ing homcowners are welcoming red into their
homes. Tim Robi: of West Bloomfield, not
only embraces it, but knows how to use it. A
red gnzebo gives an Asian feeling to this back-
yard. Tomato red oversize leather wing chuirs
ovoke a 19408 feeling to his living room.

And then ... there's his bedroom.

To achieve the perfect shade of red Robinson
used 14 coants of glaze; eight of them were
croam and gold and the others are reddish-pink
and brown. The result is a red with brilliant
m\l:gontn nnd orange hues instead of one flat
color. °
. Robinson created the shade because he liked
it; it's fresh and rich and far from the bordello
reds of the 19708, Connie Lovell, of Lovell Inte-
rior Dosignd in Birmingham, said the reds with
o hint of cinnameon or orange are more current
than blue-red.

Perk up a room

“It yeally perks up a room,” Robinson said,
“People w{o soo the room truly like it, but I
think might be intimidated to use it in their
own house.”

No color, however, is safer than another,
Lovell aaid,

“When using red, keep it in context with the
rest of its color palette,” she said. For example,
in a room with a shade of warm cinnamon add
splashes of yellow. With blue-red, add blue or
even violet for a cooler effect. If used correetly,
the red will appear to fall in with the other col-
ors; if it's not it will scem to sit on top of it,
Lovell said.
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Accents: Red accents can spice up any
room. The red crystal Elsa Peretti Heart
paperweight, retails for $45 from Tiffany &
Co. The large red heart vase, from Salviati,
$800, is in honor of Valentine's Day.
Waterford crystal wine goblets and martini
glasses, $149 a pair. At left, forget neutral
colors this red ‘Manhattan’ sectional from
UpCountry Birmingham, $5,000, is a fun
addition to a living room. (Photo courtesy of
PublicityWorks.)

“Look at it for a few days, if the eye goes right
to the color it probably isn’t right,” she said.

Robinson, of Tiffany Florist in Birmingham,
understands how to use color. His red-glazed
bedroom walls seems to fall delicately into the
reddish-brown striping of the wooden chest
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Mahogany pods contain beauty inside

¢ spent somo time in the Florida Y
WKeys last month and brought GARDEN
back mahogony tree seeds. SPOT

According to the oncyclopedia,
mahogany was the name applied origi-
nally to trees of the genua Swistenia,
commonly known as true mahogany,
the most important of which is the
West Indics mahogany, S. mahogany, of
extremo southern Florida and tho West
Indies.

There are others, but we are only
concorned with the tree growing-in
Floride, As far as I know, they are
growing on Cudjoo and Big Pine Koys,

The attractive scedpods that hang

from the treo are
fascinating.

After wo picked
the pods from the
tree (using a boat
hook and a not to
catch them), my
brotherin-law, Jim,
and husband, Lew,
drilled holes
around the bottom
of each pod and
tapped a very small

.nail into cach hole,

As the pods

begin to open, the nails hold them in
place. Inside an intricate scriea of lay-
ered brown sceds ave revealed. A spray
of clear acrylic preserves the sceds and
keeps them intact.

1 display them on n small eandlestick
(or you could use a amall, clear contain-
er, or napkin ring to hold them
upright),

The tree that provided our pods has
growth that resemblea an old apple
treo, Although mahogany is n premier
cubinet wood, it looks aa though it
would be very hard to find many

(outer 8)

tor (248) 901-25
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MARTY oLy
Inside art: The scedpod from the
mahogany tree is a work of art.

ssteinmueller@oe.homecomm.net




