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Follow lead set by ants, be determined

Q: I know people who
niways scem to have things
under control in their home.
Evorything is noatly put
awny ond they appesar to be
strogs-free, What is thelr
secret and how can I become
more organized?

A: There are a number of peo-
ple who maintain a neat, clutter-
froe house and manage their
time efficiently, but in our busy
nocicty it is a difficult challenge.
They have probnbly implement-
ed some basic principles that
have been successful,

Determination and discipline
arc key ingredicnts to making
changes in your behavior. Ants
are great examples of these char-
ncteristics, Ants are determined
to provide for themselves and
other ants in their colony. You
can apply the same tactics ants
use for survival to help you
maintain arforderly home.

The Ant Model

W Ants are gonl oriented and
diligent to reach those goals. .

# Ants aren’t casily discour-
nged and will take an alternate
route if something interferes
with their path.

B Ants live in coloniea and
work together for a common
goal.

@ Ants have nssigned duties
that they focus on and nccom-
plish,
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DOMESTIC ¥ Ansare
PLANNER industrious
o despite being

lethargic at
times.

W Ants will
move objects
more than 10
times their
size.

B Ants are
patient.

W Ante ore
determined
to suceeed.

M Ants aren't in a hurry but
they presa on.

W Ants are undisturbed by the
presence of another species,

W At first glance, ants appear
to have no purpose or direction.
But watch them closely and you
will observe their determinati
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Today's refrigerator
bulletin: ‘Accomplish
your goais through
determination and
diligence!’
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will permanently stop his
progress ia if you squish him.

Model your life after the ants
and you will bring order to your
home. Spend a day, week or
month finding a home for every
item in your housc. If an object
docsn’t have a home and you
don’t create a homeo for it, then
dismiss it from your house.

The key to a clutter-free house
is to put everything immediately
where it belongs. Our biggest
encmy moy be laziness. Instead
of rceding the extra mngazine

We view ants as a houschold
nuisance. Although we wouldn't
like to entertain them in our
homes, we can gain valuable
information from their lifestyle.

Next time you encounter an
ant colony, take time to observe
their activities, You will usually
find an ant trying to move some-
thing much larger than he is.
Move the item away from him
and see what he does. Try to
block his path and watch his
determination to find an alter-
nate route. The only thing that

and king the second cup of
coffec, file some clutter in a fold-
er, basket, drawer, closet or trash
can.

Muke a written weekly sched-
ule of all your tasks and activi-
ties. Determine within yourself
to adhere to your schedule.

Focus on what you want to be
and want to accomplish, not on
your current situation. When you
make a mistake, get up and try
again. If one plan doesn't work,
try another. Don't worry about
obstacles or detours. Keep in

mind this is hord work in the
short term but at some point you
will gain control and free up
more time in your life.

It is important, like the ants,
to stow down and take time to
relax. You will need to balance
your work and play schedule
continually. A balanced life is o
productive life.

Pull together as a family,
focusing on maintaining a happy
houschold. Be determined and
train to maintain 50 you will
accomplish your goals.

When your child has dropped
his backpack on the floor for the
10th time, patiently call him into
the room to pick it up. When
your l-year-old is learning to
walk and continues to fall down,
encourage him to stand up
agnin. When you lose 10 pounds
and gain back 5, throw the
chocolate candy bars in the
trash,

Anta nre excellent models of
determination. Follow their
exnmple and it will lead you to
suceess in your houschold.

Diana Kocnig is a writer, edu-
cator, speaker und consultant.
Send your questions and success
stories to: Diana Koenig, £.0. Box
1702, Manchester, MO 63011, e
mail dianakoenig@hotmail.com
Visit wwiw.domesticplanner.com
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BRASS & IRON BEDS

Futon Bunk Beds
with Futon Mat
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1.800-668-MATS

WEST BLOOMFIELD

66900 Orchard Lake RD.
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1-800-929-MATS

ROYAL OAK
22222 Woodward
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GARDENING CALENDAR

Send Iitems for consideration in Gardening Calender to Susan

Stelinmuelier, Eccentric Newspapers, 805 E. Maple, Birmingham,

MI 48009, fax (248) 644-1314, (734) §91-7279 or e-mall
net

YOU GOTTA HAVE ART FLOWER SHOW .

The Federated Garden Clubs of Michigan/District I presents its
10th Annual Standard Flower Show, “You Gotta Have Art.” The
flower show is p d in conj ion with the Michi Home
and Garden Show at the Pontiac Silverdome Thursday, Feb. 21
through Sunday, Feb, 24. Show hours are Thursday

3 p.m.-8:30 p.m. Thursday, 12 noon-10p.m. Friday, 10 a.m. to 10
p.m. Saturday, and 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday. District I is 2 mem-
ber of Nationn] Garden Clubs, Inc. '

The primary objectives of the Standard Flower Show are to
stimulate interest in horticulture, to provide an outlet for creative
expression, and to convey to the community the objectives of
National Garden Clubs, Ine. Representing these objectives will bo
sixteen classes in design, thirteen classes in horticulture, five sec-
tions in educational exhibits and several in artistic crafts, includ-
ing one for youth, Entrants must be members of any one of the 46
clubs represented in District I. All entrics are judged and winners
nre presented with coveted ribbona of distinetion.

While we are still bracing against the winter winds of February,
it's o breath of spring to attend this event. One can see lovely
flowers artistically arranged, horticulture entries, andscome away
with o plethorn of idens nnd inspiration for the growing and plant-
ing dnys nhend.

Need it fixed?
Available Services

« Household Repalrs, Maintenance & Odd Jobs
« Painting Specials « Brywall Work « Debris Removal
. «Minor Plumbing & Electrical  Special Clean-ups
« Repairs of Porches, Decks, Steps & Patios
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Reflections
Hand-Crafted Oak & Cherry Furniture
We Feature Amish-Made Salid Oak
& Cherry Furniture,

Visit our on-line catalog
www.amishreflections,com

* Becroom Sets o Lotsof gRadens oo » Hichory Rocken € Desks @ Cuno Cabeets
» Clider Rockers * Upholstered Lne » Wrought Iron Fumaute  « Cedar Chests
+ Fing Cabnets » Tavies & Chainy « Hutches * Framed Prrts
» Bockshelves « Entersament Centers 9 Occasonal Tables * Marory, Clacks

“o fdy Furniture € Gits  + Shelhves § Bashets

5 [ Delivery Avaliabie throughout Michigen | &3>
1-75 N 1o Hwy. 10 West 1o Bus Rt. 10 - Exlt Saginaw Rd. North
704 S. Saginaw Rd. »Midland, M 48640 ¢ (989) 835-3253
HOURS: Mon. & Thurs. 10-8; Tues., Wed., Fri. 10-6; Sat. 10-5 ...,

save up to 20% storewide

Now through Monday, February 18th,
Save even more with our Double Savings Coupon.

" Choose any slnglé item and :
double your sale price savings®
_when you spend $600 or mo!
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WORKBENCH

Discover the value of good design.

Y] 26056 NGTRSOL DRNVE, NOVI TOWN CENTEA 248-340- 6800
AT, SOUTH O MARE 877

ANELARDOR 410 N FOURTH AVE. AT XIRRYIOWN 734 6684888
FOR DXCEFICRAL SAVINGS, VIT OUR NGYI CLEAYANCE DCPAXTMINT

www.workbenchfurniture.com




