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Making hay inside the house

Strawboard [ agrifiber pro

wheatboard as a substrate in one’

There's more whent in the bread
drawer these doys as the use of agri-
fiber products rises on the homefront.
Once just the kernel of an idea, agricul-
tural fiber-based products are now on
heir way to becoming staples for a wide
range of interior uses,

Pancls and boards made from wheat
straw, sugar cane and other agricultural
crops are nppearing cverywhere from a
showense straw house in Montreal to
kitchen and bath eabinets and interior
furnishings across North America. Engi-
neered to meet or exceed performance
standards of industrial-grade particle-
board, these ngrifiber products are now
a vinble option for a host of applications.

A custom-order manufacturer in Port-
Innd, Ore., for example, first introduced

kitchen cabinet collection over a year
ngo. Not only did the new agrifiber lino
garner an industry product innovation
award, but the overall performance
results were go successful that today the

_company uses wheatboard in all its

kitchen and bath cabinets.
“Wheatboard is light, strong, and
repels moisture well,” explains Rick
Ficlds, vice president and general man-
ager, Neil Kelly Cabinets, “We couldn’t
find any reason not to use it.”
A high-profile Canadian building also
proves that agrifiber products are no
straw in the wind, but an up-and-com-
ing option. The first straw house in
downtown Montreal fontures straw-
board from Isobord Enterpriscs

h its 2,000 foot design.
The ccological home, completed last
summer ns part of the Affordability and
Choice Today Program for housing inno-
vation, I.mnsw‘utrn.whunrd on wall panel

nets, case gooda and other applications.
They nre now also widely available at
liome supply atores like Lowes and
Home Depot throughout the United
St‘q‘tes and Cnnada.

ing, cab is and

Products made from annually rencw-
able resources have been in the develap-
ment stage for yenra, Researchers at
Towa State University, for cxample, have
been working for nearly a decade to find
ways to use ogricultural materinls like
cornstalks to manufacture composite
pancls. Today, wheatboard and ather

lving.

aron't likely to notice any
vigible with these crop-based
boards, although they may pick up on
the light weight of the products, which
makes them ensy to work with, Howev-

er, customers may well notice a differ-

ence in their pocket books, ns cost bene-
fita draw manufacturers to agrifiber

agrifiber products have fully
entered the consumer market and are
coming into their own. They are used
i ingly in the i of office
and residentinl furniture, kitchen cabi-

One ready-t ble (RTA) furni-
ture manufacturer began'using straw-
bonrd ns a component for its homo office
and home entertainment designs two
years ago becnuse of its competitive

ducts blossoming on the homefront |

price. “This nllows us to offor o cost-
effective product to the customer,” 8ays
Dorek Okada, president, Tnlon Systems,
Ine,

Strawbonrd performs as an equal
with other tried-and-true composite
boards, according to Okada, “We inter-
mix straw hiber particleboard, medium,
density fiberboard and wood fiber parti-
cleboard,” he notes. .

Although their potential has only.
begun ta be tupped, agrifiber, products
arc nlrendy blossoming on the home-
front, providing consumers greater
options than ever before.

For moro information about engi-
neered wood products, contact the Com-
posite Weod Council at 301-670-1762 or
visit their Web site at www.pbmdf.com,

Preventing damage to hardwood floors
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Fluorescent

(NAPSA) - The experts at
Bruce hardwood floors recom-
mend these hints to keep your
hordwood floors looking great for
the life of your home.

B Never clean a hardwood floor
withs water or cleaners mixed with
water, such ns oil sonps. These
clenners may dull the finish and
permanently damage the floor.

® Place doormats outside to
keep dirt and moisture from being
tracked into the house, Inside, use
area rugs to further prevent grit
from being tracked onto your
hardwood floor. To keep rugs from
slipping, use an approved porous
rug mat from o reputable manu-

facturer. Don't use rubber, foam or
plastic mats; they may discalor
the floor.

M Normal exposure to sunlight
will bring about changes in the
shading of any hardwood floor as
it ages. Move aren rugs occasion-
atly ta avoid the appearance of
“discolored” patches.

M To prevent scratches, sweep
or vacuum your floor often to
remove loose dirt or grit.

W Wipe up spills a3 soon as pos-
sible, before they get sticky or dry.
Remove dried spills with a cloth
or scrub pad dampened with a no-
wax floor cteaner for urethane
floors or wax stripper for wax

floors.

A Use manulacturer recom-
mended floor protectors on the
fect of furniture to avoid scratch-
es. Borrel-type caster wheels or
wide Nat glides are best, Other
types of cnsters may scratch or
dent. Replace the casters on your
furniture if necessary.

& Don't worry about sanding
and refinishing if you do get a
minar seratch an the floor. In most
cages, bufling your floor with n
soft nylon pad will remove minor
scratches and abrasions. If wear is
more severe, the finish can usunl-
ly be reconted without the sond-
and-finish mess.

Here come the brides
Haberman Fabrics in Royal
Oak hosts “Royal Wedding
Seminars” from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. on Snturday, Feb, 16, to
benefit Gilda's Club Metro
Detroit and Simen House.
Among the seminars: “Flow-
ers,” with Tim Hourigan of
The Flower Co. in Royal Oak
discassing how bet;utiful flow-

he weddi

Carney Floriat will host o
workshop in her shop from 2-
3:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Feb, 19
cntitled “A Cake Stand Cen-
terpieco.” Participants will
learn how to create a stun-
ning floral centerpiece wreath
with fragrant white wax flow-
eras. The wrenth encircles o
flower filled votive candle.
Basic flower handling and
i i as well

ers can enk
day.

A minimum donation of $10
in ndvance or $15 at the door.
Call (248)541-0010 to register,
pre-register  online at
www.hnbermanfabrics.com,
visit the store, or mail dona-
tion to Haberman Fabrics, 117
West Fourth Street, Royal
Onk, 48067.

as several principles of floral
design will be discussed in the
workshop, The cost of the
workshop is $20 plus materi-
als. Materinls will range from
$26-$36.

Paterson Carney Florist is
located in downtown Birming-
ham at 239 Pierce Street.
Pre-registration for this work-

bulbs offer |
benefits }

By TIM SNYDER
‘TonAY'S FOMBOWNER MAGAZINE
Moat folks know that fluorescent
bulbs consume less energy than
ned & . vl ey

but here’s another rcason to use
them: They last a lot longer, which
makes them ideal for hard-to-
reach fixtures like those in your
garage, stnirwells, attic or any-
where else you need to use a lad-
der or chair when you replace &
bulb. The new generation of com:
pact fluorcscents (CFLa) arc
designed for serew-in lamps and

fixtures, they don't flicker liko

www.HomeTownilie.com shop is required. You can reg-

INTERNET ADDRESS

DIRECTORY

Fresh. flower workshop

Jucqui Carney of Paterson (248)647-7477.

ister at the shop or by calling

their predecessors and, according
to major manufncturers like Sylva-
nin, Philips and GE, they last 5 to
7 years under normal use. That's
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