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Long, strange trip to 11
Pines was worthwhile

“What a long, strange trip it's been,”

That's the nssessment of Albert Lud-
wig, A construction manager who has fol-
lowed the 11 Pines/Sun Marino Golf
Course project long enough to know the
truth in that statement. Since purchos-
“ing the property four years ago, Farming-
ton Hills city officials have gone from
pitching a thriving, bustling community
of 325 apartments, 80 condominiums, a
120-unit assisted living facility nnd a

for revenues, because the project simply
won't generate enough revenues to cover
anticipated costs, Residents are still con-
cerned about the impnct of an expanded
golf course on the environment and the

You may think we're about to
congratulate the City Councll -
and you’d be wrong.

nine-hole golf course to plans
approved most recently that drop hous-
ing to just 80 units altogether.

It's been a long four yeara for elected
officials, full of acrimonious public hear-
ings, disgruntled residents, charges of
conflict of interest regarding the 11 Pines
and deal and even a brouhaha erupting
from the revelation that then-council
member Terry Sever had signed on as a
consultant with Phoenix Land Develop-
ment, which was pitching an 11 Pines
proposal,

Not everyone is happy, but even the
most strident critic hns to admit the city
hans bent pretty significantly in the direc-
tion of citizens” wishes for this 92-acre
property. You may think we're about to
congratulate the City Council ~ and you'd
be wrong. -

Our hats are off to the residents who
dogged this project from the beginning,
who held officials’ feet to the fire, who
gave up countless hours in public hear-
ings and neighborhood meetings, who
petitioned, who protested, who demanded
something better for this property than
just more housing.

We commend those who passionately
argued for the environment, who pleaded
for morc open space nnd cveryone who
made a suggestion, who asked a ques-
tion, who expressed an opinion during
this process.

No one is perfectly satisfied with this
final outcome. The city is left to scramble

loss of trees and natural habitat.

There are nlso hurdles yet to overcome,
Although decuments regarding project
funding were pulled from a development
agreement approved Monday night, the
writing's on the wall: officials have
bought down density, and now it's time to
pay the piper, to the tune of $17.3 miilion
in total project costs.

In a study session held before the
meeting, officials clearly steered away
from taking $2.1 million out of the gener-
al fund. However, they also make the
point that for the past five years, the golf
course has contributed its profits to
parks maintennance, Recouping those dol-
lars — in essence, making the golf course
pay for itsell ~ is not unrensonable,

No doubt residents will weigh in with
their opinions, and they should. During
the history of this project, no one could
argue residents haven't had their say.
And no one could argue city officinls sim-
ply turned o deaf ear.

We trust this relationship will contin-
ue, and that the 11 Pines project will
stand in this city's history as a testament
to active citizen participation and a shin-
ing example for future generations to fol-
low.

Yes, it has been n long, strange trip.
But we helieve it has also been a worth-
while journey, for residents and officials
alike.

Engler shift a temporary
school solution, at best

A bronze medal.

In the spirit of the Winter Olympics,
that's what we award Gov, John Engler
for his proposal to keep Michigan public
schools out of budgetary hot water and
boost yearly per-student spending by
$200, keeping n previous promise.

The Observer credits the governor for
finding o creative solution to a delicate
problem during tough economic times. At
the same time, we question its basic
premise, prospects a8 a long-term solu-
tion and even its political fate once parti-
snn legislators begin tearing meat from
the budget bones during a highly-
charged elcction year.

In case you missed it, what Engler put
forward last week is n one-time tax pay-
ment shift for the portion of your bill that
goos to schools. Beginning with July 2003
bills, all school property tax collections
would be made in the summer, rather
than on the winter tax bill or a 50-50
split ns is the case in some districts. As a
sweetener, a 1-mill school property tax
reduction (from 6 to 6 mills) would take
effect for 2003 only.

The payment shuffle would fill in a gap
created by declining sales tax revenues
and pove the way for the expected $200
bump in the state Foundation Grant to
$6,700 per pupil. The boost would tem-
porarily take the heat off many south-
enstern Michigan achool districts, where
officinls were planning cuts for next fall
in light of projected deficits ranging from
a few hundred thousand dollars to more
than $6 million. Most will now deal with
much smaller shortfalls.

If reaction from local superintendents
is on indication, Engler is making the
right maves if he wants “Education Gov-
ernor” as part of his legacy. “It blew
everybady away. It's welcome news
assuming the legislature passes it,” said
Farmington Public Schools Superinten.
dent Bob Maxficld.

Plymouth-Canton Community Schools
Superintendent Kathleen Booher said
any cuta for next year *would be nothing
on a scale of what we would have to do if
we didn't get the $200,"

As a feel-good bonus, residents in
many metro Detroit school districts will

hardly notice the change, Residents in
the Plymouth-Canton and Wayne-West-
Innd districts already pay the school por-

tion of their taxes on summer bills, ©

School districts in Livonia and Farming-
ton split the taxes between summer and
winter bills and Garden City, after col-
lecting in the winter for 2001, moves toa
summer-winter split for 2002,

Of course, the Engler plan docsn’t
address what will happen if snles tax

revenues don't bounce back by Inte 2003,

That winter tax bill — with no portion
dedicated to echools — could look mighty
austere to local school board members
dealing with rising health care costs,
teacher contracts nnd the like.

That, a8 the saying goes, is the next
governor's problem.

But that's also characteristic of much
of Engler’s - nnd Lansing's - npproach to
achool funding issues. And if all this
sounds familinr, remember that Propoanl
A iteelf was nothing more than a tax
shift that ily cut sky ti
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R Sever's vote?

I was disappointed to read in the
Friday (Jan. 25) Detroit Free Press,
Oakland Section, that our County
Commissioner, Terry Sever, loft the
County Commission meeting on
Thursday {(Jan. 24) so he wouldn't
have to vote on the cg_nt‘l;o;‘ersinlu

1 would like to know, if Commission-
eor Sever had stayed in the room for the
vote, would he have voted “yes" or “no”
to override the veto of the County
Exccutive. Our elected officials face
many controversial issuca in their jobs,
but I expect them to face these tough
issues rather than leave the room.

The annexation of land in our neigh-
boring Bloomficld Township by Ponti-
ac is certninly a high profile issue. The
80 acres of land in question is the pro-
posed site for a $2-billion development.
A development this large will not only
affect Bloomfield Township and Ponti-
ue, but also neighboring communities
such o8, West Bloomfield and tho
 Farmington area.

Commissioner Sever is the Ropubli-
ean Caucus Chairman of the County‘

ton/Farmington Hills community,

One needs only to drive by the new
church at 11 Mile and Drake and see
the mean-spirited graffiti defecing the
walls to realize how important efforts
like this are.

Linda Kennedy
ington Hills

LE T TRERS

Tom DeWard
Farmington Hills

M Flaws with school trade"

_ Twas both confused and then

Far 't

H Start time perspective

I am in the middle of putting my
third child through Farmington High
School 8o I speak from relative experi-
ence in regards to the later school
starting times having an impact on the
grades,

1 have no doubt that a Inter start
time would benefit learning, but just
to suggest that the teen “go to bed ear-
lier” will not work.

‘When my children took the bus to
achool, they hnd to BE AT the bus stop
by 6:36 n.m. because the bus was

1 as I read the article regard-
ing tho use of public school teachers at
Our Lady of Sorrows school. .

Our daughter does not attond OLS,
but rather she is a student at St. Fabi-
an Catholic School. Some Catholic par-
ents may feel that it is on opportunity
for our tax dollars to be spent for our
own children. While in concept it moy
geem like a good idea, upon reflection I,
realized that there are many flaws
with it.

To begin with, while the public .
school teacher is present, all religious .
symbols and specific religious refer-
ences will not be allowed in these
classrooms, Second, what will happen
to the current tenchers, whom I .
assume are qunliﬁ::;i {nstructors, will ¢

scheduled for 6:40. So to bac}

they needed ot least five minutes to
walk to the stop, they needed at least

i to wake, dress, cat and get

Ci and gave n
invocation before Thursday’s meeting
on “doing the right thing™. T hope he
doesn't really believe “doing the right
thing" means leaving the room before
a scheduled vote.
Valerie Knol
Farmington

M Run for office

i Ever thought about running for pub-

| tic office? With term liits crenting

| vaeancies in many public offices in

i Michigan, this is your opportunity to

| lenrn tho workings of campaigning for

| office.

| A workshop for candidates in 2002
and beyond will be held Saturday,

: March 2, at the Southfield Center for

the Arts. Under the sponsorship of the

Lengue of Women Voters, Junior

League of Birmingham, National Asso-

cintion of Women Business Owners

and the Women Officials’ Network, the

workshop is for those who have

! alrendy decided to run, those thinking

nbout running, those who might run

someday and want to know what is

involved and those who want to work

I on a campaign now or in the future.

property tax billa (n bad thing) caused
primarily by rising home values (a good
thing).

While Proposal A worked like a charm
on the homeowner side, ita record on the
education side is decidedly more mixed.
Its approach to balancing out funding
inequities has primarily helped poor
urban and rural districts, It took cight
years, but the economic “dod

Y speaker is Tim Skubick, a
| senior capital correspondent based in
| Lonsing. Tim is the Lansing Bureau
l Chief for WVJ-850 radio and for near-
ly 30 years has been the
i producer/anchor of Off the Record o
} weakly public affaira show on PBS.
Mr. Skubick'a topic will be How Not to
{ Handle the Mcdia. .
‘ Enrly registration is $40, after Feb,
| 18 regi jon i to $50, If you

who dnred to question what would hap- |

pen when the economy soured can now
have their field day.

Like Proposal A before it, the great
budget shift of '03 does nothing to
address the long-term issues facing local
schools. For cxample, how do we replnce
aging cducation {nfrastructure and pre-
pore for technology upgrades in districts
that are no longer growing? How do we
keep and attract quality teachers as
pressure intensifies to hold the line on
snlaries and benefits?

It's good to sce that education har !

become such n priority around the state
Capitol, Maybe somedny some governor

and legislature will look at real selutions |

rather than quick fixes,

have any questions or wish to enroll in
| the workshop, call the League of

i Women Voters at (248) 847-1350,

| Jan C. Dolan
{ Farmington Hills
1

| W Kudos for candlelight

Kudos to the cfforts of everyone
involved in the organization of the sec-
| ond Candlelight Walk in honor of the
work of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. It
sends o strong message to our commu-
| nity that we are intentional about
[ mnking people of all races and reli-

gious find welcome in the Farming-

ready for schaol.

So to ask a 16-18 year old to go to
bed before 10:00 p.m. to got the full
eight hours is a little ridiculous, don't
you think?

The best solution is a later start
time of 8:30 or 9:00 a.m. It is truo that
the younger the child, the earlier he
wakes up, s0 why not have the kinder-
gartens start earlier and the high
schools start later? Just another sug-
gestion that has the same impact as
gending my teens to bed at 8 p.m.

Sharon Forgue
Farmington

M Sign of thanks

« A special thank you to the person or
person(s) who returncd the “now regis-
tering at Antioch Lutheran Preschool”
banner that blew away on the very
blustery snow day of January 31,
2002, We appreciate you taking the
time to leave it on our door atep.

Sharon Detter
Preschool Director
Farmington Hills

W Why on the front?

Perhaps I missed something. The
Farmington Observer just ran an edi-
torial basically commending itaelf and
the medin for their journalistic discre-
tion. .

‘While it was commendable for the
TV and radio media to refrain from
covering an unfortunate cvent as it
unfolded, why did the Observer then
find it necessary to give this story
front page covernge? :

Didn't the story suggest that if the
individunl saw tho story on TV that
she would follow through on her
threats? If the threats were real, why

did the Observer continue to push the

chvelope and print any of the details?
‘We can only nssume that if the indi-
vidual didn’t want any live TV cover-
age, she obviousiy, wasn't interested in
@ follow up story in the local paper.

Parhapa good news doesn't sell
newspapers, but I firmly believe there
are some storics that just don’t have to
be told. That's journalistic discretion
and something the Obscrver should
atart to practice.

they be -

If there is no opportunity to discuss
religious beliefs in ALL of the clnsses
offered at a Catholic schaol, then we
are short-changing the students who
attend, as well as defeating the pur-
pose of sending our children to a faith-
based institution in the first place!

At St. Fabian, the teachers in the
music, physical education and art
clnsses are skilled in their area of
expertise os well as Christian exam-
ples to the students. Qur talented
music instructor teaches secular as
well a8 liturgical songs to our atu-
dents; our committed physical educa-
tion tencher speaks to the students
about treating each other in a Chris-
tian manner; our gifted art teacher is *
allowed to make religious references in
her classes. In o Catholic school this
makes perfect sensel

Why would the administration at a
Catholic school believe that “saving n
few bucks” ia mere important than tho
opportunity to expreas faith-bnsed
principles in all of their classes? Why
would parents allow this change to
take plnce? It is boyond mel

Carol A. Kirkland
Farmington

Share your oplnions

We welcome your letters to the editor,
Please Include your name, address and
phone number for verlfication, We ask
that your letters be 400 words or less.
We may edit for clarlty, space and
content,

Mail:

Letters to the Editor
Jonl Hubred
Farmington Observer
33421 Qrand Rlver
Farmington, M1 48336

EMall:
Jhubred@oe.homecomm.net

Fax:
2484779722
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