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: “Apred nous le deluge” (after us the deluge) ju
wwhat Mad de P dour is d to have
remarked Lo the French King Louis XV in 1757,
after the defeat of the French and Austrian
armies by Frederick the Great in the battle of
Rosbach. The “deluge,” of course, was tho end of
the Fronch monarchy and aristoeracy of the

! ancient regime.

11 felt the
remark seemed
capecially apt
after 1 spent
several hours
reading the fine
print of the state
budget submit-
ted last week by

Gov, John

Engler. There

are so  many

accounting
‘ tricks, fund
transfers and
accelerated tax
payments
involved in con-
fecting a “bal-

H . ) anced” budget
for fiscal 2003 that I pity the poor slob who has
to face the deluge of red ink and balance the
state’s books in 2004.

Conaider:

B Property tax collections for 2003 get a one-
time acceleration to get per-pupil K-12 spending
up to $6,700. By the time the tax bills hit next
July, this November's elections will be but a
memory,

- M The state school aid fund looks as though it’s
getting a 12 percent increase, mainly because
Engler's budget credits to it federal payments
that usually go to the Department of Education.

M Around $80 million in an unemployment
compensation contingency fund will get trans-
ferred to the schoals,

W Another contingency fund, around $250 mil-
lion for Medicaid, will be cut in half, with the bal-
ance used for other purposes.

M The state’s rainy day fund, which had a $1.3
billion balance just two yeors ago, will bo drained
to just nbove $260 million. Anything less would
have coused an nutomatic halt to the cuts in the
statc's single business tax, something tax-cutter
Engler doesn't want on his record as he leaves
office,

}:‘hll Power

| Oraer Oprpaons
ﬁs Engler’s budget a booby

trap for the next governor?

up the Depnrtment of Environmental Quality.
Aftor 12 years in office, the governor hos had
plenty of time to learn about ail the nooks and
crannies in the state’s financial nccounting sys-
tem, He sure used them all this time around!
One hopea the school aid fund, which depends
on o combination of property, sales and income
taxcs, will recover ns the Michigan y

She
adamant.
“Why should I

was

improves after the recession, But the general
fund depends on income and business taxes,
which typically lag after a recession. And
changes in the federal estate tax will cost the
state more than $50 million in 2003, not to men-

One hopes the school ald fund, which
depends on a combination of property,
sales and Income taxes, will recover
as the Michigan economy Improves
after the recession, But the general
fund depends on Income and business
taxes, which typically lag after a
recesslon.

wadte my time
reading about
some old past
that doesn’t have anything to do with me and be
reminded about how bnd things were?” she said.

It's something you hear from the young. They
live for the now. The future is a little murky, a
little scary, let's party now and think about that
later. The past is borrring, over, done with and
doesn't have anything to do with us.

We were discussing a particular book, but we
could have been discussing history itself and lit-
erature. If that book was irrelevant then so were
all thoso other old, long books about places and
people and times that weren't anything like us,
like now.

She made her point forcefully. I admired her
forthrigh but I cringed at her argument.

Hugh Gallagher

tion the cuts in money for rond construction that
President Bush wants in his own federal budget.

The worry is that Michigan's recovery from the
recession will be low and slow, especially given
wenknoss in the automobile industry and in
manufacturing generally, The hope is that there
won't be a big, unexpected emergency that
requires big time state spending.

In any event, I expect the Republican-dominat-
ed state legislature to pass the Engler budget
with a minimum of fuss, thereby preserving the
governor’s legacy as a tax cutter and budget bal-
ancer.

But in the back of my mind is another more
cynical and utterly unprovable suspicion. Could
it bo that in preparing his last budget, Gov,
Engler has all but written off tho chances a
Republican will be elected his successor? Other-
wise, why prepare a budget that so recklessly
risks pushing off the awful day of financial reck-
oning onto the admini of some D
ic governor?

Over the years, many outgeing governors and
presidents havé delighted in laying booby traps
for their unwary successors, and Engler —
always shrewd nnd partisan — just might be
looking forward to a last laugh. .

i'hll Power is chairman of HomeTown
o oati

® The $36 million originally bud, d to pay
for the Build Michigan rond bonds will go instead
to fund the Department of Transportation.

Network Inc., the company
that owns this newspaper, He welcomes your
comments, either by voice mail at (734) 953-

History in all its complexities tells us what we
need to know about who we are, You can’t under-
stand now, without understanding then.

This past Sunday The Observer Newspapers
began a monthly feature on local history. Each of
our communities has {ts own rich history, its own
battles, its own “historic figures.” We often think
of history in the grand scale: the Norman Con-
quest, the Napoleonic Wars, the Civil War, the
Great Depression. But history is what happened
in places great and small.

Local history is sometimes just local: the first
sottlors, | ing at o hoolh a
devastating fire or tornado, changes that came
with a rail stop or a freeway. Sometimes local his-
tory has wider consequences: area men and
women who marched off to war; a governor from
one of our communitics, Fred Warner of Farming-
ton; o stop on the Underground Railroad spiriting
runaway slaves to freedom; a company, Bur-
roughs or Daisy Air Riflcs, that became nationnl-
ly famous.

Preserving our history is very important to
many in our communities, They work hard at
local history societies and museuma collecting,
conserving and interpreting the artifacta of our

nBt.

As Brinn Golden, vice president of the Farm-
ington Hintorical Society, says of his desire to
draw young people into history, “I like sharing
my passion for history and passing it along to the
community.”

On Mondny the Plymouth Historical Museum

(F) A7

doy, Fehruary 14, 2002

History large and
small helps us
understand now

coln collection, sold to the museum by Dr. Weldon
Petz, that led to the building of the museum.

And while the Lincoln exhibit is the third
largest in the country, it will be only one part of
the museum. The museum's primary focus is and
will continue to be on local history.

We often think of history in the grand
scale: the Norman Conquest, the
Napoleonic Wars, the Civil War, the
Great Depresslon. But history Is what
happened In places great and small.

At the grand opening, several exhibits related
the Lincoln collection to local history, In 1862
Company C of the 24th Michigan mustered in
Plymouth, The 24th would go on to make history
on the battleficlds of the Civil War.

Earlier in his life, Lincoln took out a patent for
o method to extricate boats from shoals. He was
inapired afler sccing a boat stuck near Fighting
Islond in the Detroit River. .

Beth Stewart, the museum’s dircetor, and her
group of volunteers have done a wonderful job of
displaying, interpreting and honoring Dr. Petz's
fascinating collection. And she has plans for
using the recently expanded museum to tell the
equally exciting atory of the Plymouth community
and its place in the grand and simple scheme of
things.

History large and small. Local history muse-
ums and their dedicated group of volunteers pre-
serve the seemingly insignificant which is often
the very core of understanding who we were, how
we lived, what we valued.

One famous collector of such refuse had a sig-
nificant impact on our local history and on our
understanding of what history is. Henry Ford
once testified in court that “History is bunk.” But
he understood that the common objects of our
lives were as important as battles and needed to
be preserved, just as we need to preserve the sto-
ries of “ordinary” people. Not all history is poli-
tica, disnster and war.

Newspapers are in a sense history on the fly.
They become source material for future histori-
ans. We hope we do our part in preserving our
rich loca) history.

Hugh Gallagher is the managing editor of
The Observer Newspapers. He can be
reached by phone at (734)953-2149, by e-mail

Lrallawher@oe.h
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washable furniture*

S]ipcavcm(] & Upl\o]sicrccl Custom-made Furniture

COME SEE WHAT'S NEW THIS SPRING AT QUATRINE!
New clegant, yet comlortable styles! New decorative home collection! New machine

washable Spring fabrics! All at our New BIGGER & BETTER store location!

254 West an!u Road, Birminglmm
mon-sat 106

248.644.4705
sun 12-5

RATES HAVEN’T BEEN
THIS LOW SINCE

TELEPHONES HAD DIALS.

Fifth Third Equity FlexLine

24

3-month
tntroductory Rate

Call 1-888-797-5353, stop by your nearest Fifth Third Banking Center
or apply online at www.53.com,

Fifth Third Bank

Working Hard To Bie The Only Nank You'll Bver Need!
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