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{Last of g two-part scries)
BY JUDITH DONER BERNE
SPECIAL WRITER

Approaching tho tiny island of
Patmes, wo are suro that it has
been whitewashed. Its gleaming
white houses built along stadi-
umestyle streets are a pic-
turesque introduction to the first

. of tho Greek islands we will visit
on our ¢ruise of the Aegean Sea.

. Patmos is where St. John the

Evangolist was supposedly
exiled for preaching Christianity

. at Epheaus. The cave, whero he
lived nnd wrote the Book of Rev-
elations during the 1st Contury
AD, and the namesake
Monastory from the 11th centu-
ry that is still functiening, are
well worth a visit. The small
museum adjacent to the
monnstery turns out to bo a
Jewel.

Wo only spend a morning on
Patmos, and then it's on to
Samos. It bonsts the town of
Pythogorean, yes after the theo-
rem inventor. On approach, it is
a panorama of pastel-colored
houses and brown-red-tiled
roofs.

After our stops at the Turkish
ports whera we experienced
Pergamum and Ephesus, its
fragmented ruins aren't a big
draw — though it has a rather
famous aqueduct that is in its
fina! stages of restoration. We
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Sightseeing: Walking
about the walled city of

™ Rhodes was one of the best

Greek Island experiences.
This is my husband Ed.

decide to walk into ita country-
side, where at one point we hnd
to mnko way for a shepherd-less
herd of goats, and try the local
wine that {s sweet and good and
served over ice.

If you'ro not going to nscend
the Acropolis of Lindos on the
isle of Rhodes, it’s probably not
worth driving the 40 minutes to
the town itself. It's & moderately
strenuous climb to the top, but
worth it both for the views and
tho ruing that inciude the 4th
contury BC Deric temple of
Athena,

Favorite stop

Better to spend the whele day
in Rhodes City, enclosed by walls
built in the 1l4th century.
Although no longer presided over
by the Coloasus of Rhodes,
standing 100 feet high and built
in 280 BC, it was my favorite of
the Greek islands we visited.

The highlight is the Palace of
the Grand Mastera that has
ancient mosale tile floors import-
«¢d from the island of Kos, dozens
of rooms nnd an interior court-
yard of gigantic proportions.
Built by the Knights of St. John,
who occupied the island from the

12th to the 16th century, it sur- |

vived until an explosion of
ammunition stored nearby dev-
astated it. It hns been magnifi-
cently reconstructed.

A tiny Jewish synngogue built
in the 1700's, when Rhodes hind
u significant Jewish population,
has been restored and includes o
small muscum. Almost all died
in Nazi concentration camps.
Rhodes now has just seven Jew-
ish fomilies.

A good gift from Rhodes is one
of the colorful umbrellas made
on the island.

It’s no wonder the symbol of
Mykenos is the windmill. Be pre-
pared to be belted about as you
wend your way through its delib-
erately crented maze of streets.
It has a sweet harbor where sar-
dine fishermen sell their wares
and the island’s pelican mascot
gots the trimmings, then ndds n
drink of water from a nearby
fountain. AR

If you go to Mykenos
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October, a8 we did, a sojourn to
the island's fiimous beaches —
nude and otherwise — may find
them empty and their enteries
closed. But you have 1o experi-
ence at lenat one. Then, enjoy
meandering in and out of the
hundreds of tiny Greek Orthodox
chapels that occur almost as fre-
quently ns the shaps and restau-
ranta, Gold jewelry fashioned
after ancicnt Greek designs and
sweaters more varied than just
tho Greck fisherman stylg are
fun to buy.

Cruising into Santorini, you
are at first not quite sure
whether the white chill tops arce
natural or man-made. The
white-washed buildings ure so
aptly constructed that they fit
into the island as'if they were
puzzle picces, so perfectly are
they intertocked with the lnnd.

At one end of the island is Ois,
all.white with blue trim. It's
outer rim of homes is composed
of eavea built into the rock. In
Santorini itself, which {s nccesai-
ble on foot, by dunkey, and more
recently by cnble ear, the indi-
vidua! sights are secondary to
the ahopping.

Qutside the two cities, the
1nnd is volcanic ash, ils terraced
gardena barren aid brown in fall
although npparently covered by
vinoynrds and wild flowers in
spring and summer following the
winter rains. -

A number of cruise ships have
eanceled or reduced their routes
in this aren for 2002, nccording
to nren travel agents, All T can
aay is that those of us who
cruised the Acgenn a month

1-800-845-2828
www.boynecountry.com

Petoskey - Harbor Springs - Soyne Cauntry Visitors Bureau. Petotkey, Michigan.
Pt age poxes bt rebd o) ta hkelens
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Perfact fit: The architecture of Santorini fits into the land seamlessly.

after 9/11 and in the early doys
of the bombing of Afghanistan
were overjoyed that we had
come, '

Judith Doner Berne, a West
Bloomficld resident, is a former
managing cditor of The Eccentric
Newspapers and a current op ed
columnist. Your comments and
questions are welcome by calling
(734) 953-2047 or ¢-mailing
jbernc@uatt.net

Planning to
ski the Boynes
or Nub’s Nob?

44
Ski & Stay
Packages'

Visit our waeb sita

for information on money-

saving packages at hotels,
inns and condos within
15 minutes of the slopes.

calt toll-frea
and we'}) send you a free
Drochute on ski packages
and all the activities that
make northwest Michigan
the Midwest's favorite
winter destination.
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THE NEW DETROIT SCIENCE CENTER
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“...The Human Body.
the mns\v mpressive
and ehiading
IMAX filhyel.”
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FILM TIMES & INFORMATION: 31 3.577.8400
www.detroitsciencecenter.org
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Crazy Al's Password

Play Crazy Al's Password every
Monday between 8:00 a.m. - 9:00
a.m. on WPON 1460 aum. Be the
correct caller with the password
and win a great prize.
Listen to Crazy Al's Radio Party
WPON 1460 AM

Mon.-Fri, 6:00 AM. - 9:00 AM.
& 2:00 P.M, - 4:00 P.M.

Call 248-332-1460
“Password”
Piano

Crazy Al's Radio Pa

‘Truly tho greatest rock and roll show you've ever heard!
LISTENTO RARE ROCK AND ROLL ON

WPON Radio Oldies 1460 AM
Oldles You Just Don’t Hear Any Placo Elsol o

Crazy Ar's Radio Party Mon.-Frl.6-8 a.m., afternoons 2-4pm.
LISTEN ON THE WEB www.wpon.com w

1ecking
n A New Classic Checeking
Account & Receive:
A A Free Gift Of Your Choice!

A $10 For Your Unused Checks From
Another Institution!

A Free OnLine Banking!
A Free First Order Of Custom Checks!
A 6 Months Free OnLine Bill Payment!
A Free Debit/ATM Card!

resent This Wl 1o Recene
Nourt Dree Calt Whitle Sopphes Laste?

FIAGSTAR

Call For Hours And A Banking Center
Near You:

800-642-0039
MEM;IF.I WIC Cawww. fingstan,com

‘Disclsimer: $30 minimm halance tequisement to open Clauske Cheching Accoum.
Rostrictions may mpty. Limiied titne offer. L rorym—




